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4 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 


CANADA. CANADA. 


No. 1 | No. 1, 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor General Viscount Monck to his Grace 
the Duke of BuckINGHAM AND CHANDOs, 
(No. 86.) 


My Lorn Duke, Ottawa, November 21, 1867. 

I wave the honour to transmit herewith the annual Blue Books for the late 
Province of Canada, for the years 1865 and 1866, with nine volumes of the Appendix to 
that of 1865. | 

I am informed that the Appendix for 1866 is not yet ready, but that as soon as the 
various Reports can be obtained they will be bound and forwarded. 
I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandas, (Signed) MONCK, 
&c. &e. &c. 





Nova NOVA SCOTIA. 


Scotia, 


ieee No. 2. 
No. 2, : 
( Not received. ) 





New NEW BRUNSWICK. 


Brunswick, 
| No. 3. 


No. 3, (Not received. ) 


Pauncr PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 


EDWARD 
LAND. 
Is \ No. 4, 


No.4. Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Dunpas to his Grace the Duke of 
BuckINGHAM AND CHANDOS. 











(No 13.) 
My Lorn Duke, Government House, February 7, 1868. 
1, I nave the honour to transmit, herewith, duplicate copies of the Blue Book of 
wa this Colony for the year 1866. 
aad . 2, The termination of the Reciprocity Treaty with Great Britain, of which notice was 
siven by the United States in 1865, was anticipated with apprehension in this Colony, and 
fear was entertained that trade would be seriously affected by a return, on the part of 
the United States, to its protective policy. 
3. Under this treaty there had been, since 1854, reciprocal free trade between the | 
United States and this Island in agricultural produce, fish, and several other articles, On 
its termination in March 1866, the United States placed upon these commodities duties, 
which from the following table appear, as regards the principal agricultural produce, to 
have proved practically prohibitory. 
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Quantity exported, Duty imposed by United | Quantity exported 





! Frincipal articles | 




















of Export to the | | to United States, States Taritf, to United States, 
United States. | 1865. 1866. 1866, 
| bo | Bushels. | | Bushels. 
Oats - + - | 33 705,510 | 10 cents per bushel - — - Nil. 
Barley - - -; sz 42,415 | 15 cents $6 - = Nil. 
i Potatoes - - | es, : | 114,277 , 25 cents si - ~ | 75 
| | BEs | Ibs. ! Ibs. 
Butterr- - -/| ay o 2 | 20,960 | 4centsperlb - = ¢'! 730 
i O Gud Barrels, Barrels. 
Eggs - - «! g8 x 1,550 10 per cent. ad valorem - , 907 
| Mackerel - -| G7 16,530 | $2 per barrel - - ©! 13,488 
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The value of the total exports to that country fell from 120,928/. in 1865 to 21,633/. 
in 1866. 

4, Owing to the high prices for grain in other markets the Island farmer has not felt 
any loss from being deprived of this additional one. Oats, the staple produce of the 
Colony, and formerly the principal export to the United States, have commanded higher 
prices in the market here since the termination of the Reciprocity Treaty than they did 
during its continuance, and I believe that every bushel that could be spared from the 
requirements of the Colony was exported in 1866. 

5. It would, therefore, appear that the policy of the United States in this matter has 
merely had the effect of diverting that portion of the surplus of the agricultural produce 
of this Island, which would otherwise have found its way into their markets, into others 
equally remunerative. 

6. The exportation of oats to the United Kingdom for the year is about double that of 
the preceding one. The apparent disadvantages under which the markets of Great Britain 
lie, owing to their geographical position and greater distance as compared with those of 
the United States from the Island ports, are counterbalanceg by the circumstance that in 
this Island ship building is carried on exclusively, I may say, for the British market. 
New ships formerly had to go to New Brunswick for a cargo of timber ; since the increase 
of the trade in produce with Great Britain they usually carry a more remunerative cargo 
of oats, with a deck-load of timber. 

7. It may not be out of place here to remark that, since the date of these returns, an 
additional market has been opened for the oats of this colony, and that during the past 
year an exportation of that commodity to France has commenced, which, from present 
appearances, Is likely to increase during the ensuing season. | 

8. With the Reciprocity Treaty terminated the right of United States vessels to fish 
within the limits of the fisheries round the coasts of this Island, to which British subjects 
have an exclusive right. A temporary arrangement was, however, made in concert with 
the other British North American Colonies to issue fishery licences for the season of 
1866 to United States vessels on payment of a fee which was little more than a nominal 
one, viz., two shillings a ton. These licences were mutually recognized, and gave the 
right to fish in the waters of the other British North American Colonies, as well as in 
those of the Colony by which the licence was issued. 565/. was received for licences 
issued in this Island during the season of 1866. 3 

9. It is considered that the Colony does not receive an equivalent for the valuable 
privileges which these licences confer, and the arrangement is in consequence regarded 
with dissatisfaction on the part of the colonists. I am, I believe, considerably within the 
mark when I say that 200,000 barrels of mackerel were taken to the United States market 
from the fisheries round this Island by United States fishermen in 1866, and I understand 
that the greater part of this fish, and the finest class of it, is caught in the waters open to 
foreigners under these licences. 

10. Their vessels are on an average about 60 tons ; an average catch is, I understand, 
about 10 barrels aton. The value of mackerel varies considerably, but taking at a low 
computation the value of a barrel to be $10, the value of the fish caught by one of these 
vessels in a season is 86,000, on which $30, the colonial licence fee, at two shillings a ton, 
is avery trifling amount. 


11. The United States market is the only one, at present, for the finest and most 


valuable class of mackerel, and on that fish caught by foreigners the United States tariff 
imposed a duty of 82a barrel. Had the fishing trade been 7 pursued by the 
colonists this tax would probably have had a serious effect, but the Island population 
engaged in the fisheries is small. Nor can there be much doubt, that, notwithstanding 
all the precautions the custom house may take, United States fishermen do purchase fish 
from the colonial boats to fill up their cargoes, and that in this way a portion of the fish 
caught by Island fishermen must find its way into the United States ports duty free, as 
caught by their own citizens. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


12. The total revenue fixed and incidental was 63,6287. ; of this, however, 6,857/, is the 
surplus from sales of lands, after paying the expenses of the Land Office, and making 
allowance for the loss of land tax, and 1,702/. was received on account of the sale of the 
old military barracks. After the deduction of these incidental items, the revenue proper 
was 55,0687. Of this revenue 43,490/. was derived from import duties; 23,880/. on 
importations from the United Kingdom, 11,425/. on those jfrom the other British North 
American provinces, and 4,949/. on those from the United States. | 
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13. The total expenditure appears as 102,888/., but of this 54,923/. was expended on 
the purchase of estates of non-resident proprietors. The expenditure proper was, 
therefore, 47,932/. There was, therefore, a surplus of ordinary revenue over ordinary 
expenditure of about 7,000/. ; the public debt was thus, notwithstanding the large outlay 
for proprietary estates, only increased by 39,268/., 7.e., from 49,760/. to 89,028/. 

14. To meet this debt of 89,028/. (which is the balance against the Colony after giving 
credit for cash, and bonds in treasury and in the local banks,) there are 48,362/. due on 
account of sales of land, and 244,779 acres of unsold land. 


Imports and Exports. 


15. The value of imports in these returns is their declared value ; the value of exports 
is computed by the local-custom house according to the prices of the Island market. 
The bushel and the gallon throughout are the Winchester measures. 

16. It appears that the value of imports for the year was 444,745/. as compared with 
381,0152. in 1865, and that the value of exports (not including 136,292/., the estimated 
value of new ships,) was 2469816/. as compared with 291,545/. There was, therefore, an 
mcrease in the value of imports of 62,930/., and a decrease in that of exports of 44,729/. 

17. The value of imports from the United Kingdom was 219,842/., an increase of 59,711. 
The value of exports thereto 118,608/., an increase of 53,732/. 

18. The value of exports to the United States fell from 120,928/. in 1865 to 21,6337. in 
1866, and of imports from 90,800/. to 74,186/. 

19. Imports from Canada were in value 25,253/., an increase of 17,889/. ; the increase 
is in the importation of flour. The exports to Canada were very trifling, viz., 2,133/. in 
value. | . 

20. The value of imports from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 113,005/., and of 
exports, 102,000/., show little difference as compared with those of the preceding 
twelvemonth. 


Government Savings’ Bank. 


21. A savings’ bank was established by local Statute, 27 Vict. cap 4. This bank, the 
first of its kind in the Colony, commenced business in June 1864. The balance in this 
bank due to depositors was on 


3lst December 1864 - - 1,014/, 
3lst December 1865 - - 3,822/. 
3lst December 1866 - - 7,470. 
31st December 1867 - - 9,390/. 


Interest is allowed at 5/. per cent., but no depositor can claim interest on a sum exceeding 
667. 13s. 4d. (1007. currency). 

22. At present the only office for deposits is at the treasury in Charlottetown. It is, 
in my opinion, well worthy of consideration, whether it would not be advantageous to 
afford the country people greater facilities for availing themselves of this bank by 
establishing offices, at any rate at one or two of the principal towns. 


Legislation. 

23. I had great satisfaction in reporting the manner in which the Legislature, during the 
session of 1866, without a dissentient voice, placed the whole revenue at the disposal of 
the executive Government for purposes of defence. The Legislature also, in the same 
session, passed a law which enabled me to call out the militia for training as in the 
neighbouring provinces. | 

24. The action of the Legislature enabled me to build drill sheds and to commence 
the reorganization of the local forces. ‘This work is now proceeding in as satisfactory a 
manner as the grant, 1,666/., placed in my hands by the Legislature in 1867, allows. 

25. Confederation was again discussed in the Legislature, but met with little more 
favour than in the preceding year. Resolutions against union with the other Colonies 
were passed unanimously in the Legislative Council, and by a majority of 21 to 7 
in the House of Assembly: an address to Her Majesty was also passed praying that 
Her assent might be withheld from any Act intended to effect an union of Prince Edward 
Island with Canada and the other British North American Colonies. 


Land Purchase. 


26. During the year the estates of the late Sir Samuel Cunard in this Island, com- 
prising 212,000 acres, were purchased by the local Government for the sum of 53,000Z., 
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or five shillings an acre. Half of the purchase-money was to be paid within eighteen 
months, in four instalments, and the remaining half by debentures redeemable in ten 
years, and bearing five per cent. interest. 

27. Of the 1,365,400 acres of land in this Island, about 450,000 acres are held by 
occupiers in fee simple, and 244,779 acres belong to Government. 669,600 acres belong 
to proprietors, of which 209,702 acres are held by tenants under lease, and 459,898 acres 
are unsettled, | 


Education. 


28. There is an Act imposing a general assessment on lands to raise funds for the 
purposes of Education, and in 1866 2,841/. was paid into the treasury from that 
source. 

29. 9,618/. or about one-fifth of the ordinary expenditure, comes under this head. Of 
this, 9,215/. was appropriated for salaries of teachers in the common schools. The 
expenditure under this head, I may add, must be much larger for the year just closed, as 
the Legislature in 1867 reverted to the system of paying the whole of the teachers’ 
salaries from public funds. In the year of which these are the returns two-thirds only of 
these salaries were so paid. 

30. In 1853 a system of free education, copied in a great measure from that of the New 
England States, was introduced into this Colony, with, however, this great difference, 
that in this Island the schools were to be supported chiefly from funds raised by general 
taxation, instead of by local assessments. 

31. In 1866 there were 331 common schools under the management and control of a 
Board of Education, which also examines and gives certificates to teachers. 


32. Local trustees for each school district engage the teachers by the year, and have. 


power to assess the parents for repairs and fuel for the school, and for books, &c. ‘There 
are also two school visitors, who report to the Board of Education. 
33. The whole of the teachers salaries has been paid from the general revenue since 


1853, except during the years 1863 to 1867. In 1863 the Legislature, taking into | 


consideration the Jarge proportion of the revenue so appropriated, and also believing that 
a direct tax on the parents, for the support of their district school, would be beneficial, 
passed an Act to make the parents in each district contribute about one-third of these 
salaries. This experiment did not give satisfaction, and it is supposed that in mafy 
instances it merely resulted in the diminution by that amount of these salaries. Accord- 
ingly, last session, the Legislature reverted to the original system, and the whole of the 
teachers’ salaries is now paid from the general revenue. 

34. There is not any legal obligation on parents to have their children educated, and 
the only penalty for neglect to do so is in case the average attendance falls below that 
required by law. In such a case, the Government allowance to the teacher is reduced 
by an amount in the same proportion to the number of scholars short of the required 
average as the teacher's salary bears to that average, and the parents are required to make 
up the deficiency. 

35. To meet the difficulty, arising from the existence of different religions denomi- 

nations, the law enacts as follows :—‘* The introduction of the Bible, to be read in all the 
“ public schools of this Island of every grade receiving support from the public treasury, 
is hereby authorized, and the teachers are hereby required to open the school on each 
school day with the reading of the sacred Scriptures by those children whose parents 
or guardians desire it, without comment, explanation, or remark thereupon by the 
teachers, but no children shall be required to attend during such reading as aforesaid, 
unless desired by their parents or guardians.” 
36. I enclose a tabular return, showing the receipts and expenditure on account of 
these schools for 1866, the average attendance, and the cost of educating cach pupil, &c. 
A glance at this return shows, that the results from this voluntary system of free educa- 
tion, supported as it is chiefly by general taxation, can hardly be decmed satisfactory or 
commensurate with the large expenditure from public funds which it absorbs. 


Poor Houses—Hospitals. 


37. There is not any public provision for a house for the helpless poor of this Colony, 
nor for an hospital for the indigent sick. The necessity for such institutions is becoming 
every year more apparent. 
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Gaols. 


38. In 1865 I furnished full replies to the interrogatories forwarded from the Colonial 
Office respecting the state of the gaols of this Island. These replies have in common 
with those of the other Colonies been reported on under Your Grace’s direction. 

39. I regret that I cannot yet report any considerable improvements in these gaols, but 
the publicity which that report will give to their defective state cannot fail to attract public 


attention towards them. 
Coal. 


40. On March 14, 1866, Mr. Cardwell addressed to me a Circular Despatch respecting 
coal mines. Inreply, I reported that, althcugh from the geological formation it is not 
improbable that coal does underlie parts of this Island, it is probably at so great a depth 
as to render its working unremunerative. 

41, Although a reward was offered for several years by the Legislature for the 
discovery of coal, no attempts have been made to bore for it. 

42. Such are the principal points, in connexion with the Blue Book of 1866, on which 
I have to comment. I have dwelt at some length on the effects of the repeal of the 
Reciprocity Treaty, in order to show that that repeal has not perceptibly injured the 
Island ‘Trade, owing to its having occurred at a time when there was a considerable 
demand for the principal exports of the Island elsewhere. 

43. That that Treaty was, during its continuance, a mutual benefit to the United 
States and to this Island cannot be doubted, and I am confident that a renewal of 
similar provisions would give general satisfaction in this Colony. 

I have, &c. 
The Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, (Signed) GEORGE DUNDAS, 
oc. &c. &c. Lieut.-Governor. 


Enclosure in No. 4. 


COMMON SCHOOLS. 























No. of Per- Average Total Total 
Population; No. on Average | centage of | No. of daily |Average 00! yearly cost yearly cost 
Year. between Roll of daily |Attendance| Schools {Attendance the Roll per pupil | per pupil 
. 5and16 | Common |Attendance.| to No. open, in each of each on En- on 
years. Schools. on Roll. School. School. rolment. tencauce: 
| s. d., £8. d. 
1866 - - - 24,500 | 13,970 8,078 *58 331 244 42 19 9 114 1 
RECEIPTS. 
1. 9 3 4 
A ppropriated from . *Sum required b ; 
Year. General Revenue A ppropriated trom Law to be ale _| Voluntary or Trustees Total. 


Assessment for 


General Revenue 
Repairs, Fuel, Books, 
&e. 


for Teachers’ up by District - 


towards Teachers’ 


for Board of 
Iducation and 

















School Visitors. Salaries. Salarics. 
GAN ee ES pee a a ‘rae —— er ee 
‘No Returns ; computated 
at 4l. per School. 
£ s. d. £ s. d, | £ ss. d, £ £ ss. d. 
1866 - - - 301 6 8 9,125 17 3 | 3,041 19 1 | 1,324 13,793 3 O 
JNPENDITURE. 








ae Sie, For Repairs of 
Year. Teachers’ Salaries. por ee ane Schools, Fuel, Books, 





Expenses of Board 
of Education and Total. 























building School 
eee, Maps, &c., calcu- = os 
Houses. lated at AL a School. School visitors. 
x os. d. £ & s. ad. £ os. dd, 
i866 - + = 12,668 13 4 No return - 1,324 301 6 8 13,193 3 0 
| 


* Except in the years 1863-1867, both 2 and 3, i. e. the whole of the teachers’ salaries, were paid from the Public Revenue. No. 3 
was an experiment tried from 1863-1867 in order to make parents contribute directly towards the teachers’ salaries. In 1867 the 
Legislature reverted to the system which had prevailed from 1853 to 1863. The whole of these salarics 1s now paid from Public 
Revenue, 
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NEWFOUNDLAND. 


No. 5. 


Cory of 2 DESPATCH from Governor Muscrave to his Grace the Duke of 
BucKINGHAM AND CHANDOS. 


(No. 171.) Government House, Newfoundland, 

My Lorp Doxke, September 10, 1867. 

] wave the honour to forward to your Grace the Blue Book of this Colony for the 

ear 1866. . 

r 2. There were no features in this period demanding special notice. The only event 
of importance to the community was the successful laying of the Atlantic Telegraph, 
which, although it was at one time believed by some persons that the work would 
produce little benefit to Newfoundland herself, has already been found most valuable 
by the commercial community in its effect upon the conduct of their business. 

3. The fisheries were not so productive as in the ‘preceding year, nor was the season 
so generally favourable for agriculture, while recurrence of the potato blight, from 
which the Colony had been free for some time, destroyed so large a portion of the 
staple winter supplies of a great number of the people that much distress was caused, 
producing as its consequence heavy drafts on the Revenue for the relief of the 
necessitous. 

4, The public works or measures of the year presented no striking characteristic. 
Practically all questions of importance have been held in abeyance during the discussion 
here and in the neighbouring provinces of the project for their union. It has been felt, 
if not always acknowledged, that, however this Colony might decide upon. the proposal 
which has been under consideration, the final determination of the question by the 
sister Communities must exercise strong influence on her own affairs, which might render 
premature any unusual action or legislation. 7 

5. I believe that I am justified in stating that public opinion has been quietly 
acquiring a much stronger inclination towards union than existed some months ago. 
The principle involved has almost universally been virtually conceded. It remains to 
arrive at a concurrence upon the arrangements which would be considered equitable 
to Newfoundland on her entry into the Confederation. 

6. Meantime I am happy to be able to report that the aspect of her affairs has much 
brightened since the close of last year. The result of the seal fishery in the spring was 
in some instances remarkably good, and upon the whole has been very fortunate. The 
cod fishery taken altogether up to this time has been unusually satisfactory, and in many 
places better than has been known for the last ten years. The summer has been fine, 
and although drought has prevailed to some extent, I trust the crops will yet be good. 
It is gratifying to add that there has been no appearance of the potato disease. 

7- But in any report upon the present condition and future prospects of the Colony, 
I should not omit to notice a new element, which promises to exercise important influence 
on its welfare, in the development of the mineral resources of the country, which there 
is reason to believe are great. In the past year the exportation of copper ore of a very 
superior quality was commenced, and at this time more than 2,000 tons have been 
shipped. On my recent visit to Labrador and parts of the north-east coast of New- 
fonndland, I stopped at Tilt Cove in Notre Dame Bay, for the purpose of seeing a mine, 
which is now in most successful operation, and which I trust 1s only the first of many 
which will soon be worked with profit to the proprietors and great advantage to the 
population, in affording new employment which is often so sorely needed in the winter 
season. I was mucli interested in what I witnessed. The quality of ore is said to be 
equal to the best known from any other place. The fine kinds are worth as much as 
20/. per ton, and the average value of the sales of shipments to England is equal to 
about 10/. per ton. Before the end of this year it is expected that a quantity worth 
from 80,0002, to 100,000/. will be shipped, and the ore now being extracted is even 
better than that first obtained. One hundred and seventy men and boys are ot the 
time list, and about 500 people altogether now reside at the settlement, which was not 
in existence three years ago. Some of the men make as much as 17/. per month, the 
average being from 10/. to 12/. Seventeen of the men employed, including the captain 
of the mine, are Cornish miners, but the remainder are Newfoundlanders. I spoke to 
several and found them well pleased with their position and circumstances, which are 
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indeed greatly preferable to those in which they had frequently been placed in seasons 
when the fishery had been unsuccessful, and their subsistence depended wholly on its 
result. If, as I believe will be the case in a very short time, many other mines equally 
productive should be worked, it will scarcely be possible to over value the beneficial 
effect of this new industry upon the circumstances of the labouring population. 

8. In all respects, therefore, I trust that the outlooks of the Colony for the future 
are more cheering than they have been for some years past. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) A. MUSGRAVE. 
His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, 
&c. &c. &c. 


BERMUDA. 


No. 6. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Frep. Cuapmay, K.C.B., to his Grace 


the Duke of BucKINGHAM AND CHANDOS. 


(No. 22.) | Government House, Bermuda, 
My Lorp Dvke, May 3, 1867. 
I wave the honour to forward a copy of the annual Blue Book, together with 
a Report upon it, written at my request, by Mr. Miles Gerald Keon, the Colonial 
Secretary, as I myself have not yet been long enough in the Colony to offer any remarks 
of my own. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. CHAPMAN. 
His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, 
| &c. &c. &c, 





Bermuda, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Sir, May 3, 1867. 
I Have the honour to send to your Excellency for transmission to England one 
of the duplicate copies of the Blue Book which are required for the Colonial Office, and 
at the same time, in obedience to your request, I submit a Report on the subject. 


2. Revenue and Expenditure. 


Your Excellency will observe that the Revenue of last year exceeds that of the 
previous year by more than 2,000/., while the expenditure is nearly 11,000/. Jess than the 
expenditure of the year in question. These are great differences for so small a Colony, 
and bear a large proportion to the total sums that can be raised, or are ordinarily 
expended here. The cause belongs to some exceptional occurrences of a few years 
ago. During the civil war in the United States many strangers visited Bermuda and 
made it their residence for purposes of their own. The habits of this new class of 
residents were expensive, and a great increase of taxable tmports was the consequence. 

Another cause producing similar effects was a sense of insecurity among several 
inhabitants of these islands concerning their investments; they feared, during the 
troubles of America, that the interest of their capital and the capital itself would be 
lost, and therefore drew out the interest, and in some cases the principal money also, 
in the shape of goods for consumption or re-sale in these islands. 

The Revenue being thus stimulated by artificial and essentially transient causes was, 
on the other hand, treated by the Legislature as if the temporary increase of the public 
wealth had grown from natural, normal, and permanent sources; and accordingly the 
expenditure soon became greater still. In 1864 the Revenue (from all sources) 
exceeded 30,000/.; and for that yearthe Legislature, which had not yet fully ascertained 
the extent of the public income accruing from a moderate tax, kept well within its 
means, spending little more than 27,000/. But next year, in 1865, having seen what 
1864 had produced, the Legislature, which had 6,000/. less at its disposal than it had in 
the more opulent twelvemonth, asthe subsequent returns proved, voted away upwards of 
8,000/. more. ‘The Expenditure was 35,000/. and the Revenue 24,000/. in the year 1865. 

This great discrepancy necessitated a loan, and also an increase of the import rate, 
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which is now five per cent. From 35,000/. in 1865 the expenditure has sunk to 25,0001. 
in 1866 ; while the 24,000/. income of the former year has risen to the 26,0001. of last 
year; but this has been under a tax more than twice ‘as heavy, and therefore not in 
reality one half so productive. 

Everybody acquainted with Bermuda now feels and acknowledges that the fictitious 
prosperity of the time I have alluded to was a great calamity, one of the least evil results 
of which was an increase of the permanent burdens devolved upon the Colony on 
account of its apparent and temporary riches. 


3. Public Works. 


The public highways and buildings have been kept in pretty good order, at a cost of 
985/. for the former, and 388/. for the latter. | 

The sum of 6,000/. voted in a former year for a second and smaller lighthouse (at 
Saint David’s Head) to give cross-bearings, and for a better gaol at Hamilton, is yet 
unexpended, neither of the intended works having been commenced. 

The Imperial Government, at its own expense, has completed an electric telegraph 
between the eastern point of the islands at Saint George and the Governor’s residence 
at Mount Langton, near the centre of them. The line is now being prolonged to 
Spanish Point, the Admiral’s house, from which to the dockyard, westward, there are 
two miles and a quarter of sea. This isa military telegraph, but the people have the 
use of it. 

The Colony voted 250/. in 1864, for a branch about half a mile long by the straight 
line from Mount Langton to the Town of Hamilton; and undertook to pay thence- 
forward an annual sum not exceeding 50/. to keep this branch in repair. 


4, Legislation. 


The most remarkable laws passed last year by the Colony were the new salary Acts 
for the Chief Justice, Colonial Secretary, and Attorney General. The English 
Government having called upon Bermuda to take over these officers for the future upon 
its own establishment, the Colony undertook, as an exchange for the vested life-interest 
which they had in their salaries, to pay certain annual sums smaller than the salaries 
in the case of two of those officers, and for ten years only, with nothing in lieu of the 
former annual accumulation in one of the cases towards an eventual retiring allowance, 
and with no provision for the continuance of the service-incomes beyond the 10 years 
at the same amount, or indeed atall. As this little Colony professes not to give pensions 
to its higher officers, never having established any fund out of which to provide such 
burdens, a stranger whom it has been called upon to pay might, if the transaction were 
left upon its present footing, find, when he was worn out, that there were no_ resources 
anywhere available from which to afford hima retirement. Eventual destitution would 
in this case unavoidably close his years of service, and be both the end and the result 
of his public labours. Not long since, the Bermuda Legislature suddenly lowered 
the salary of the police magistrate at Hamilton, although the cost of living had increased. 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies remonstrated in very strong and emphatic terms 
against the gross injustice of taking from a public servant the means upon which he 
had been warranted in calculating, and upon which he had contracted engagements, 
and arranged his expenditure. 

That this oppressive injustice should be successfully persevered in, notwithstanding, 
is not a tranquillizing circumstance for other public servants. 


5. Education. 


Less and less has been done for education during the last few years. At this moment 
there is no Education Act whatever in force. 


° 6. Imports and Exports. 


For the last three years the imports of Bermuda have steadily declined. In 1864 
they were 370,400/.; in 1865, 200,700/.; in 1866, 192,122/. | 
. I have, &c. 
(Signed ) MILES GERALD KEON, 


| Colonial Secretary. 
His Excellency Governor Sir IF’, E. Chapman, K.C.B., 


&c. &c. &c, 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


No. 7. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Seymour to his Grace the Duke of 
BucKINGHAM AND CHANDOS. 


(No. 154.) 


My Lorp Duke, New Westminster, November 30, 1867. 
I nave the honour to forward the Blue Book of the Mainland portion of the 
Colony for the year 1866. | 

2. I passed nearly the whole of that period in England, The Colonial Secretary 
is absent on leave, and so I have called on Mr. Charles Good, the Assistant Colonial 
Secretary, for a report on the volume I now transmit. 

3. [ had intended to report on the Blue Book myself, but I found the summer months 
so fully occupied that I was glad to devolve on others all that could be entrusted to them. 
I had to take over the affairs of Vancouver Island at a time of particular difficulty, and to 
make myself acquainted with this addition to British Columbia. Then political changes 
rendered my presence in the far North desirable. I had but just returned at the end of 
June from the then nightless regions of our extreme boundary and the magnificent 
scenery of Queen Charlotte’s Island, when I received a telegram from Cariboo stating 
that the law was utterly powerless at the mines against some five or six hundred men 
banded together. I proceeded to the spot and have already reported that tranquillity has 
been restored, but the having to travel about 3,000 miles during the summer months in 
addition to the usual work, has occupied a considerable portion of my time. 

4. I will only now state that I found, on my way to the mines, the farms in the upper 
country greatly improved. Barkerville, the central town of Cariboo, has acquired a look 
of solidity and permanency which it had not before. 

5. The roads are in excellent order and we drove six in hand from Yale, the head of 
navigation on the Fraser, into Cariboo, about 400 miles. The journey is full of variety. 
Irom Yale to Lytton, for 56 miles, one passes through the fearful gorges, or “ cajions,” 
of the I'raser, where it rushes between the perpendicular sides of the Cascade Moun- 
tains. The road is sometimes cut through the solid and over-arching rock, at others, 
built up by scaffolding against a mountain side, hanging some 600 or 700 feet sheer over 
the river. From Lytton the road follows the less terrible “ canons” of the Thompson for 
some 35 miles and then rises to the high country of vast prairies, plains, and cornfields. 
The roadside inns, mostly kept by Frenchmen and Italians, furnish comfortable accom- 
modation and excellent food. ‘The prices are all greatly reduced, and I had no longer, as 
on my first visit to the mines, to pay 30/. a night for the feed of my horses. We posted 
through in excellent time. The leaders were generally in a hand gallop. The second 
pair, or “swing horses,” were left pretty nearly to choose their own paces, but the 
eo were steady and the break was cleverly worked by the driver with his right 
oot. 

I have, &c. | 
(Signed) FREDERICK SEYMOUR. 
His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, ; 
&c. &c, &c. 





Enclosure in No. 7. 


: Colonial Secretary’s Office, November 28, 1867. 

In handing your Excellency the Blue Book for 1866 at this late period I would 
remark that the increased work in the Colonial Secretary’s Office consequent on the union 
of British Columbia and Vancouver Island, and the difficulty of obtaining some of the 
necessary returns in consequence of changes in several offices, have been the causes of 
the unusual delay. 

The fact of the union of the Colonies having been anticipated during the whole of the 
year 1866, and finally carried out in November of that year, had a marked effect on the 


SIR, 
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general state of the Colony, and produced an amount of uncertainty resulting in acon- Brrrisx 
dition of affairs so unsettled as to render it a difficult task to make any positive state- Corumsta. 
ments in regard to the condition and prospects of the revenue, the development of our 
resources, the progress of immigration, or any of the main topics on which it would be 
desirable more especially to enlarge. 

The Blue Book for 1867 will embrace returns from the whole United Colony, and in 
reporting thereon it will be possible to make a much more satisfactory statement of the 
condition of the Colony than can be done in the present unsettled state of affairs. ‘There 
are, however, several points to which I shall endeavour to draw your Excellency’s atten- 
tion as satisfactory proofs of permanent improvement. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The total revenue of 1866 amounted to 86,000/., showing a decrease of about 25,0001. 
as compared with that of 1865. This decrease was entirely under the head of Customs, 
and it is to be accounted for as follows :—The gold export tax, included under the head of 
Customs receipts, was repealed early in the year, and a loss of 10,4281. was thereby sus- 
tained, the tax in question having realized that amount in 1865. But the greater part of 
this decrease was caused by a system of reckless trading introduced in 1865, which 
resulted in the country being flooded with goods that had to be sold under their original 
cost in Victoria. ‘There would appear, in fact, to have been no actual diminution of the 
consumption during 1866, but simply that an undue proportion was imported in 1865, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary, and in fact impossible with any chance of realizing a 
profit, to import the usual stock in 1866. The system of buying goods in Victoria on 
credit, and then hypothecating them to the banks for the amount necessary to cover the 
customs dues leviable at New Westminster and the freight charges to the mines, was 
followed by the most disastrous results. Most of these goods were sold on their arrival 
in the mining regions for any sum that would cover the amount advanced on them, the 
country was swamped with unsaleable stocks, and almost every firm in the Colony was in- 
volved in bankruptcy, a state of affairs which could not fail immediately to affect the 
Victoria merchant. Hence the commercial depression throughout the two Colonies, which 
has been variously charged to the imposition of the gold export tax, hostile administration, 
and to any other cause which the fertile imagination of political opposition could invent 
other than the true one. From the effect of this state of things the revenue only began 
to recover at the close of 1866. 

It is gratifying, however, to notice that the number of free miners’ certificates issued in 
1866 exceeded that of 1865 by 1,200, while the general mining receipts were not 
diminished and gave a return of 4,000/. 

The amount of revenue realized from trading and other licences was increased in 1866 
by some 500/., the rates having been slightly raised by an ordinance of that year. A 
small reduction took place in the road tolls, but the total sum collected under this head, 
viz., 16,000/., was highly satisfactory when the reduction in the stocks of goods imported 
is taken into consideration ; these tolls being entirely dependent on the foreign imports 
passing over the roads in transit to the mines. 

The expenditure of the year 1866 was in round numbers 91,000/., and was less by 
46,000/. than that incurred in 1865. Considerable retrenchment was effected by the 
reduction of salaries and abolition of certain offices. The amount of public works under- 
taken was far Jess than that of the previous year. I propose alluding to this in greater 
detail under the head of Works and Buildings. 

The amount of crime was very inconsiderable during 1866, and a consequent reduction 
in the expense of bringing prisoners to justice was thus effected, a saving of 1,000/. being 
made in this item alone as against 1865. 

The improved state of the public roads rendered the transport of officers on duty much 
less expensive, and under this head a saving of 1,200/. was effected. 

The only material increase on any item of expenditure, as compared with the year 
1865, was under the head of interest (amounting to an excess of nearly 7,V00/.) on tem- 
porary loans rendered imperative to meet the actual requirements of the Government 
during the year. 


. 4 [ ee) 


Public Debt. 


The public debt of the Colony amounted at the close of the year to about 295,000/. 
at the commencement of the year that debt amounted to 239,000/. In consequence of 
the falling state of the revenue no important reductions in this debt were practicable in 
1866, beyond the ordinary ones for sinking oo of public loans. Whe union of Van- 

20044. 
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Brittsx couver Island to the mainland largely increased our public debt in 1866 by the addition 
CorumBia. of the 40,000/. Vancouver Island loan, and a temporary ioan effected by Governor 
—— Kennedy of some 16,000/. in 1865-6. No additional revenue, however, has at present 
accrued to this Government from union, in reality the fact of Victoria having been at the 
time of union overstocked with goods of every description, and of those goods having: 
been and still bemg admitted into the mainland free of all duty, has entailed: and will 
entail a very considerable loss of revenue, certainly not less than 20,000/., in 1867, while 
the revenue collected in Victoria prior to union, in the shape of the real estate tax, ceased 
shortly after union; so that in point of fact the inhabitants of. Vancouver Island .will 
for some time contribute but a fractional portion of the revenue, while the heavy interest 
on their loans has been shifted to the general revenue. Our present financial condition 
is therefore worse than it would have been had union. not taken place; our liabilities 
would have been less by the amount of loans taken over, while our revenue would have 
been greater by the receipts of customs duties on goods iniported free of duty since 
union. oo. 
. The overdrawn account with the Bank of British Columbia was less by 10,000/. at the 
end of the year than at the beginning, and only 8,000/. was raised from other quarters 
during the year as a temporary loan, while about 2,000/. of roads bonds issued in 1863 
were redeemed in the latter portion of the year 1866. It is the difficulty of meeting the 
large amounts required to be regularly remitted to England on account of interest and 
sinking funds that causes the present financial embarrassment. Were the Colony free to 
spend within her own limits her actual revenue, viz., some 100,000/. per annum, we 
should be in an absolutely prosperous condition so far as regards our revenue and. expen- 
diture, but when so large a sum as 25,000/. has to be remitted every year, it becomes a 
serious consideration, more especially having in view the present loss resulting from 
union, and the expenditure incurred in compensation for loss of office, passages to 
England, &c. &c. : | 


Public Works. 


The expenditure under this head in 1866 amounted to 25,000/., and was less by 
40,000/. than in the previous year. ‘The most important work undertaken during the 
year was the completion of the grand trunk waggon road from Yale (the head of navigation 
on the Fraser river) to the centre of the mining district of Cariboo ‘by the construction 
of the unfinished portion of the road from Quesnel to Alexandria, and from Cottonwood 
to Barkerville, thus making a total length of 375 miles of excellent waggon road through 
a country full of engineering difficulties, a result of which this young Colony may be 
justly proud. oe | : 

A less costly but not unimportant work was the opening up ofa route to the newly 
discovered diggings on the Columbia river, thus clearimg the way for the miner and 
trader to a fresh gold field, which promises to be highly remunerative, and which, in the 
opinion of some, may at no distant period rival Cariboo. 

The remainder of the expenditure under the head of works was mainly incurred. in 
keeping existing roads in repair, a service which entails a yearly cost of over 7,000/. 


Legislation. 

The legislation of 1866 comprised chiefly such laws as were absolutely necessary for 
the current and ordinary requirements of the community,'and were mostly of a common- 
place order. The fact of the close proximity of union rendered the Council unwilling 
to enter very fully into any important measures which might not be suitable to the new 
order of things, and which would probably have to be repealed or recast in the ensuing 

+ session. 


Population. | 


The extensive frontier and seaboard of the Colony, chiefly unsettled, but at the same 
time to immigration or emigration unobserved, and the migratory and unsettled habits of 
the mining population, render it a matter of peculiar difficulty to state with any degree 
of accuracy the exact population of the Colony. The district returns, comprising as 
they do only what comes under the immediate observation of the magistrate, are 
obviously far under the mark. It would be a fair computation, however, to state the 
white population of the mainland in 1866 at 6,000 souls. One thing, however, is certain, 
that is, that the settled population of the Colony was largely added to in 1866. Agri- 
culture and stock raising made rapid progress in that year, as I shall endeavour to aint 
out presently. ‘The era of resident farming population dates from 1866, from which fact 
the most beneficial results may be anticipated. - | A 8 
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The Native population forms no inconsiderable féeatutd in this return. They must  Barnsn 
amount at the lowest computation to 40,000 souls, all of whom are more or less producers Cotumsta. 
and consumers. They are engaged in the sale of skins, furs, cranberries, and other = —— 
commodities, by which foreign capital is introduced into the Colony; and they consume 
the same kind of food and use the same sort of clothing as the whites, which makes them 
regular contributors to the revenue. The large customs revenue of the Colony when 
compared with the white population is thus readily accounted for, since the Natives 
contribute at least one-third of the receipts under that head. © | 

. | 3 Agriculture. 

But the most important. advance yet made in the progress of the Colony has been the 

rapid development of agriculture, the growth of cereals, and the manufacture of flour from 
home grown wheat. In early days the Colony was unfortunately described as a barren 
wilderness, whose only resource was the gold hidden in its inaccessible mountains ; it was 
boldly asserted that it could never become an agricultural country, and that it would for 
all time have to import its breadstuffs from abroad. It was only during the year 1866 
that the ill effects of this belief were finally overcome and the agricultural capabilities of 
the Colony conclusively established. The facilities for travel afforded by the completion 
of the waggon roads and other communications have tended gradually to remedy the evil. 
Settlers have taken up farms throughout the whole course of the roads ; large tracts of 
Jand have been cultivated and sown with wheat and other cereals with most satisfactory 
results. Steam and water power grist mills, according to the exigencies of particular 
districts, have sprung into existence; and home canetenieed flour of a superior quality 
Is already taking the place of the imported article, to the permanent advantage of the 
Colony. Stock raising has also been taken up with vigour and with most encouraging 
results to those who have embarked in the enterprise. : 


Lumber and Spars. 


A noticeable feature in the development of the resources of the Colony is the impetus 
lately given to the export of spars and lumber. The coast of British Columbia is studded 
throughout its length with numerous deep landlocked harbours and inlets, whose sides 
are densely covered with magnificent timber trees. Until 1866 no effort had been made 
to create an export of lumber, but it is gratifying to note that in that year two large saw- 
mills were completed in Burrard’s Inlet, the most southerly of the coast inlets, and the 
export of spars and lumber manufactured from the Douglas fir commenced in good 
earnest. Of the superior quality of the spars and lumber produced in this Colony there 
is NO question, and a confident hope is entertained that an important and thriving trade‘in 
spars and lumber is about to be established. The value of exports under this head in 
1866 amounted to 10,000/, | 


Imports and Exports. 


The value of the imports in 1866 amounted to 298,000/. in round numbers, being less 
than the imports of 1865 by 179,000/.. This large decrease resulted, as 1 have endeavoured 
to show under the head of Revenue and Expenditure, from the overstock imported in 
1865. In illustration of my remarks on the importance of the growth of agricultural 
industry to the Colony, I would point out that in 1866 the following staples were imported 
into the mainland alone at a total value of over 100,000/.:— ~ 





pes | Quantity. 










16,200 barrels. 


- - - - 5,300 bushels. 
Oats -- - : - - 3,850 sacks. 

Barley-. + 2: -  -{.° 7,000 
Butter - - - - - | 116,000 lbs - 
Cheese - - - - -| 22,000 ,, 
Bacon and hams -  - - | 251,000 ,, 

| Lard - - - - | 107,000 ,, 

‘Galt meat -~— - - - 300 barrels. 
Hay - - - !' ~-{° 800 tons. | 
Cattle, horses, mules = - . 4,200 head. - . 
Sheep, pigs, &c. - - -| 6,000 y 
Beans - - - - - | 117,000 Ibs. 










£104,816 
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Britisa This Colony is capable of producing or raising the whole of the above without the 
CorumBi4e slichtest difficulty, and their value could be thus saved to the Colony. The protection 
——___ afforded to the farmer by the import duties and cost of freight to the interior amounts to 
at least 20 per cent.; a ready market at most remunerative prices is always at hand. 
This condition of affairs offers inducements to a farming population that will certainly be 
taken advantage of ere long. 7 

The value of exports in 1866 amounted to 43,000/. as against 33,000/. for 1865, 
showing an increase in 1866 of 10,000/. The principal articles of export are at present 
furs and lumber; the value of the former was 28,000/., and the latter 10,0007. An 
increase of 13,000/. in the value of furs exported in 1866 as against 1865 is to be noted 
as satisfactory. A large export trade in cranberries has also arisen, but the crop failed in 

1866; the exports in 1867 under this head will be considerable. 


Prisons and Crime. 


The management of the prison at New Westminster is very satisfactory, every attention 
being given to the health of the prisoners and to the cleanliness of the building. The 
chain gang is constantly employed out of doors on public works and in cutting firewood 
for the use of the public offices.. The absence of any great amount of crime in so 
extensive a colony as this, with a widely scattered population and police stations far apart, 
is most satisfactory. During the year 1866 there was only one case of murder, six of 
felony, and two or three other offences. ‘This state of affairs is more gratifying when 
compared with the outrages of daily occurrence in the adjacent American territories. 


Hospitals. 


Two hospitals, one at Cariboo, the other at New Westminster, sustained partly by 
Government grant and partly by public donations, were in full operation in 1866. bee 
100 patients were relieved, many of them suffering from severe and complicated injuries. 
These institutions are maintained in a state of considerable efficiency, and are of great 
importance to the Colony. 


Mines and Minerals. 


It is almost impossible in the scope of a report of this nature to give even in outline 
anything like an account of the mining operations of last year. 

The total yield of gold during the year has been roughly estimated at 600,000/. This 
perhaps is less than the produce of some previous years; but considering the number of 
miners engaged, certainly not over 3,000, the average earning of 200/. per man a year is 
satisfactory, and far exceeds any average ever reached either in California or Australia. 
Prospecting was vigorously carried on, and many new creeks and diggings were opened 
up. Great hopes are entertained as to the prospects of silver mining in this Colony. 
During 1866 a fair amount of prospecting was done in the Shushwap district, and 
specimens obtained from the Cherry Greek mines assayed as much as 1,300 oz. of silver 
to the ton. Up to the close of the year, however, a sufficient capital to thorouglily 
develop this branch of mining was not attainable, though the utmost confidence is 
expressed by those engaged as to their probable success. 


Education. 


Everything has been done that could reasonably be expected in aid of education. 
Wherever a school has been established the Government has contributed to the support 
of the teacher by giving 4s. a head a month for each child regularly attending. There 
are two schools thus assisted at New Westminster, one at Yale, and one at Langley 
The system is non-sectarian, and the colonists are satisfied with the aid afforded by 
Government. There are three private schools at New Westminster, two under the 
charge of the Roman Catholics, and one under the Church of England. 

General Observations. . 

In reviewing the circumstances of the Colony at the end of the year 1866 as evidenced 
by the present returns, there appears to be much reason for satisfaction. 

Temporary financial difficulties would seem to be the chief evil against which the 
Colony has to make headway, and even this evil does not appear to be without a remedy, 
since the economy and reduction which have been vigorously begun, and which the 
Government is determined to carry out, will no doubt in course of time result in a solution 
of the difficulty, though not without injuring the status of the Colony. It is present 
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ressing want by which the Government continues to be embarrassed, and if Her 

ajesty’s Government could only be induced to place at your Excellency’s disposal a 
sum of 50,000/., to be repaid as circumstances would permit without interest, the return 
of the Colony to a state of financial prosperity would be immediate and lasting. 

The despondency among the mercantile community induced by the numerous failures 
in 1866 had already begun to disappear at the close of the year. Trade was being 
carried on on a firmer basis, and the reckless system of general credit to unsound men 
had ceased. 


Mining operations were carried on throughout the year with a fair amount of success — 


and in a very hopeful spirit. The belief in the mineral wealth of the Colony was placed 
on a much firmer footing. The indifference induced by general depression was gradually 
fading away, and a more hopefal and contented spirit being engendered. 

Great strides were made in agriculture and stock raising, thereby commencing the era 
of a settled population, hitherto the great want of the Colony. 

There is little doubt that with ordinary care and application on the part of the colonists 
the resources of this vast and peculiarly healthy country could be developed twenty-fold ; 
and if faith in the Colony could be restored, there seems to be no doubt as to the result. 
It only remains to accept the progressive steps made during the year 1866 as evidences 
of restored confidence and coming prosperity. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed ) CHARLES GOOD, 
His Excellency Frederick Seymour. Assistant Colonial Secretary. 
&c. &c. &e. 
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SIERRA LEONE. 


No. 8. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Biacxaui to his Grace the Duke of 
BucKINGHAM AND CHANDOS, 


(No. 59.) Government House, Sierra Leone, 
My Lorp DvkKE, June 5, 1867. 
1. [ nave the honour to forward to your Grace, in duplicate, the Blue Book for 
this Colony for the year 1866. 

2. The several returns will evidence the progressive improvement of the Colony, 
whilst I am happy to be able to state that the lately annexed dependencies of Sherboro® 
and Bulama are adding considerably to the Reyenue, beyond their own expenditure. 

3. Peace prevails both in the Colony itself and in the surrounding countries; and 
I have every reason to believe that British influence is gradually extending; and the 
Chiefs are becoming more and more aware of the importance to them of increased inter- 
course and commerce. : 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL. 

His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, Governor-in-Chief. 

&c. &c. &c. 


GAMBIA. 


No. 9. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from the Administrator of the Government to his 
Grace the Duke of BuckINGHAM AND CHANDOS. 


(No. 32.) - Government House, Sierra Leone, 


‘My Lorp Dukez, August 12, 1867. 


1. I wave the honour to transmit to your Grace the Blue Book, in duplicate, for 
the settlements on the Gambia for the year 1866, with the Acting Administrator’s report 
thereon. 

2. Iam happy to be able to report to your Grace the pleasing aspect the affairs of 
the Gambia have assumed; the Revenue is decidedly on the increase ; trade and com- 
merce have been prosperous, in defiance of the raids of the Mahommedan Chief Maba, 
who, as it is rumoured, is now dead; and the Government is on friendly terms with 
native Chiefs. 





I have, &c. 
| a (Signed) G. N. YONGE. 
His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, Administrator-in-Chief. 
&c. &c. &c. 
(No. 18.) Government House, Bathurst, Gambia, 


| August 1, 1867. 

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Despatch, 
No. 37, dated July 11, 1867, and with reference to paragraph two, I have caused a copy 
of the Blue Book for the Gambia to be made. A second copy for your Excellency 
I will have prepared and forward by the next mail; my predecessor, Admiral Patey, 
during whose term of office it was made up, did not make any report thereon. I have 
however, compared the Blue Books for 1865 and 1866, and from the information I am 
able to derive from them have drawn up the following brief report, as I was most anxious 
to transmit it by this packet, believing that you urgently required it for transmission 
without further delay to the Colonial Office. 
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Report. 


Comparative Statement of the value of imports and exports for the years 1865 
and 1866 :— 
Imports, 1866. 


| £ s. d. 

Great Britain - - - - 64,824 18 7 

~— Leeward Coast - - - - 8,623 15 4 
British West Indies - = - 401 5 @ 
Irance - - - - - 18,383 19 O 
Windward Coast - - - - 9525 7 4 
United States - - - .- 6,430 6 O 
1866 - - - - 108,189 1l 3 

1865 ° - - - 128,254 12 2 








Showing a decrease in 1866 of 20,0647. 9s. 11d. compared with the year 1865, as per 
Colonel d’Arcy’s report. 
Evports, 1866. 





£ s. d. 

Great Britain - ~ - - 19,200 13 6 
Leeward Coast — - - - - 4,297 12 8 
British West Indies - - - 1,228 0 0O 
British North America - - - 1,584 4 O 
France - - - - - 112,619 6 9 
Windward Coast - - - - 3,995 2 6 
United States - - - - 15,445 4 6 
1866 —i«- : : - 158,370 3 11 

1865 —i«- : : - 133,818 8 4 





£24551 15 7 





Showing an increase of 24,551/. 15s. 7d. which is accounted for by the harvest of 
ground nuts being still more bountiful than the preceding year, 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


Revenue. E-xpenditare. 

s. od. £ ss d. 

1866 - 15,781 14 9 13,970 17 8 
1865 - 10,585 11 9 12,978 5 9 
£5,196 3 0 £992 11 11 








Exclusive of the Parliamentary Grant ‘for 1865 of 4,173/. 3s. 8d., and for 1866 of 
3,2981. 7s. 4d.; shows an increase in the Revenue of 1866, amounting to 5,196/. 3s. Od. ; 
and an increase in the expenditure of 992/. 11s. 11d. The financial state of the Colony 
may, therefore, be considered as improving, and the prospects of another plentifal harvest 
will, no doubt, add to its further Increase, 


Trade, 


Trade and commerce have been prosperous, notwithstanding the continuous petty 
wars amongst the native tribes in the river. The marauding excursions or the Priest 
and Warrior Chief Maba are most detrimental to the cultivators of the land. His 
followers principally live on plunder, affecting to despise the agricaltural pursuits, 
Could an effectual check be made on him, much good would ensue to the Colony. 


Education. 


Wesleyans and Roman Catholics have scholastic establishments ; no provisions are made 
for the education of children of the Established Church with the exception of the 
garrison school, to which children of civilians are admitted free of charge and encouraged 
to attend, but the parents avail themselves in very small numbers of the advantages 
held out to them. | 
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Crime. 


The prevailing crime is larceny, but most daring burglaries and thefts are committed 


with great adroitness, which, owing to the small “numbers of the police, and on that 
account their inability to sufficiently protect property, are not easily detected or 
prevented. 


It is difficult to obtain an efficient police force, scarcely any but old soldiers offering 
for its ranks; the natives being averse to discipline. 


I have, &c. 
His Excellency Colonel G. N. Yonge, (Signed) HENRY ANTON, 
Administrator-in-Chief, Acting Administrator. 


&c. &c. &c, 


GOLD COAST. 


No. 10. 


Not received. 





LAGOS. 


No. I 1. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor BLackaLy to his Grace the Duke of 
BUCKINGHAM AND CHANDOS. 


(No. 22.) | : Government House, Sterra Leone, 
My Lorp Dokg, June 14, 1867. 
I uave the honour to enclose to your Grace the Blue Book (in duplicate) for 
Lagos, with the Administrator’s report thereon marked “ Separate.” 
The Revenue of this Settlement appears to be in a satisfactory condition, and the 
reason assigned, viz., the continuance of peace in all the surrounding countries, Is still 


more encouraging as to the future of Lagos. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL, 


His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, Governor-in-Chief. 
&e. &c. &c. 
(Separate. ) Government Fouse, Lagos, 
Sit, June 4, 1867. 


1. I nave the honour to forward to your Excellency, in duplicate, the Blue Book 
for this Settlement for the year 1866. 

2. The returns of Revenue show an increase for 1866 over that of the previous year, 
resulting from peace being maintained by the tribesin the interior and a consequent 
increase in the trade of the Settlement. 
| I have, &c. 

(Signed ) JOHN H. GLOVER, 
His Excellency Colonel Blackall, Governor-in-Chief, Administrator. 
&c. &c. &e. 
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


No. 12. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir P. E. WopeEnouse, K.C.B., to His Grace 
the Duke of BuckiInGHAM AND CHANDOS. 


(No. 117.) Government House, Cape Town, 
My Lorp Duxr, November 11, 1867. 

I wave the honour to forward for your Grace’s consideration the Blue Book of 
this Colony for the year 1866; and should have been glad if it had been in my power to 
make a more favourable comparison of the transactions of the year with those of 1865, 
than I now feel justified in submitting to you. : 

Indeed, it may be truly said, that the agricultural and commercial depression from 
which we had been so long suffering, continued without improvement during the whole 
year, while the seasons, on which this Colony is so terribly dependent, were still very 
unfavourable. Under these circumstances the revenue, although very slightly larger than 
that of 1865, fell far short of the Expenditure ; and the Government was again driven to 
borrow money for the purpose of meeting its current expenses. Public works were 
almost entirely stopped ; and the consequent want of employment, added to scarcity of 
food, led to a great increase of crime in the rural districts, and filled the gaols with 
prisoners convicted of cattle and sheep stealing. | - : 

The Session of Parliament was in this year unusually late, owing to its having been 
delayed until all the elections arising out of the annexation of British. Kaffraria to the 
Cape in the month of April, had been completed. When the two Houses met, their 
attention was almost exclusively devoted to the state of the finances, and to the necessity 
for restoring the equilibrium between the revenue and expenditure. In the House of 
Assembly, a Select Committee was appointed, which brought up a report urging very 
sweeping reductions of the public establishments and institutions ; and this report was, 
before the close of the Session, strongly recommended by both Houses to the consideration 
of the Government. But, notwithstanding this recommendation, it became abundantly 
clear that tlhe Houses did not desire these reductions, and that the people of the Colony 
were determined not to be deprived of the institutions to which they had become accus.- 
tomed ; although they were very reluctant to provide for their maintenance by additional 
taxation. Accordingly, when the subject was revived in the Session of this year, many 
of the reductions that had been suggested, were peremptorily set aside; and such as were 
adopted were wholly insufficient to affect in any material degree the balance of the 
finances. 

Still, however, no additional taxation could be attempted. The Leyislature contented 
itself with postponing payment of some of its debts, in an unobjectionable manner, and 
trusting to the arrival of better times. 

Happily it would appear as if their expectations were likely to be realized. The course 
of the seasons during the present year has been favourable throughout; the condition of 
the country from one end to the other is spoken of in the highest terms ; and the harvest 
now in progress is expected to be most abundant. ; 

Undoubtedly a change in this direction was greatly needed ; for the state of poverty 
and misery into which the lower orders were fast sinking, was becoming the cause of 
great anxiety. Our excessive dependence on one article of production, wool, is very 
hazardous ; and I am glad to see that attention is more and more given to experiments in 
the growth of silk and cotton. I am not sanguine as to the profits to be derived from 
the latter; but it will, indeed, be most fortunate for our Colonists, if they succeed in 
establishing an important export of silk. 

The condition of the Native Tribes, politically speaking, may fairly be said to have 
been senna re during the year. Numerous thefts of stock were undoubtedly committed 
by them; but I believe these to have been attributable in a very great degree to the 
prevailing distress, and to have been wholly devoid of any political character. And I am 
confirmed in this belief by the very rapid decrease of crime that has already resulted from 
more favourable seasons. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) P. E. WODEHOUSE. 

His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos. Governor. 

&c. &c. &e. 
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NATAL. 


No. 13. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Krate to his Grace the Duke of 
BucKINGHAM AND CHANDOs. 


(No. 39.) Government House, Natal, 
My Lorp Duke, August 22, 1867. 


I wave the honour to forward to your Grace the Blue Book for Natal for 1866. 
I am informed that its completion has been delayed by its having been found necessary to 
send back to the magistrates, for correction by the Field Cornets, by whom they had 
been collected, all the agricultural returns. 

2. Having been scarcely three months in the Colony, I am unable to add any report 
on its condition and prospects. [I regret this the more as I find that no such report has 
accompanied the transmission of this compilation for some years past. I trust to be able 
to make up for this to some extent by including a review of the history and transactions 
of those years in the report which it will be my duty to prepare at the proper time in 
connexion with the next annual Blue Book. 

3. I beg leave to call your Grace’s attention to the report of the Acting-Superin- 
tendent of Education, on the Schools of the Colony for the past year, and more par- 
ticularly to that of the Colonial Engineer upon the present state of the Natal Harbour 
Works, copies of which I have annexed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBT. W. KEATE, 
His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, Lieutenant-Goyvernor. 
&c. &c. Kc. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 13. 


Reporr of the Actinc SureninreNDENT of Epucatrion on the ScHoo.s in the Cotony of Nata. 
for the Year 1866. 


1. Sixty-seven schools were in operation during the year 1866. 
2. Adopting the classification of 1865 :— 


Class 1.—Schools maintained and managed by Government. 


High School, Maritzburg. High School, Durban. 
Government School, Maritzburg. Government School, Durban. 
Class 2.— District Schools with a grant of 801. a-year. 
Greytown. Weenen. 
Class 3.—Public Schools with a grant of 701. a-year. 
The Berea. Verulam. 
Sydenham. Pinetown.* 
| Class 4.— Public Schools with a grant of 501. a-year. 
Wesleyan Infant School, Maritzburg. Addington. 
St. Andrew’s Infant School, Maritzburg. New Germany. 
Roman Catholic School, Maritzburg. Isipingo. 
Richmond. Ladysmith. 
Wesleyan Juvenile, Durban. Victoria. 


Wesleyan Infant School, Durban. 
Class 5.— Public Schools with a grant of 36). a-year. 


Chapel Street, Maritzburg. Lower Umkomanzi. 

Fox Hill. |  Ifafa. 

Malton. Umbhlali. 

New Hanover. New Guelderland. 

Clairmont. | Mount Moreland. 
Class 6.— Public Schools with a grant of 251. a-year. 

Byrnetown. Sinquasi. 

Westville. Tnanda. 

Lower Umzinto. Nooitgedacht. 


ee cee nme “memento ——. Set oe = a eee at a ree 0 RIT, oe 
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* The 30/. additional is for a training school. 
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Class 7.—Public Schools with a grant of 181. or 161. a-yeur. 


Little Umhlanga (1). Iezinkombine. 
Little Umhlanga (2.) Little Tugela. 
Illovo. Lower Tucgela. 
Umtwalume. 


Class 8.—Adult Erening Schools with a grgnt of 201. or 101. a-year. 
Kelly’s, Maritzburg. Doig’s, Durban. 
Angus’s, Verulam. 


Class 9.—TJtinerunt Teachers. 


J. C. van der Craght. P. Corver. 

A. Jansen. E. W. Cyrus. 

H. Meerdink. H. Heath. 

F. G. E. Meyer. I. Walton. 

J. H. Sheridan. J. Vogel. 

E. H. Doyle. K, J. Iischer. 

P. Donk. IX. Scott. 

J.T. Hut. Ch. F. Semidt. 

J. de Jongh. G. C. A. van Dam. 


A. L. Jansen. 


3. The number of scholars in attendance during the year 1866 was 1,785; of these, 1,107 were boys 
and 678 girls. ‘The average daily attendance throughout the Colony was 1,339, and the average attend- 
ance at each school 20. 

4. During the year 1866, the Educational Department has issued 2,650 books, 32 wall maps, 637 
copy books, 21 wall tablets (sets). Of these 1,946 books, 637 copy books, 3 wall maps, were sold at 
cost price; the rest were attached to the schools. The amount returned to the Treasury for the sale 
of books was 57/. 2s. 2d. 

5. The amount expended on education during 1866 was :— 








£ os d. 
On the establishment " . - - - 1,336 15 7 
Exelusive of establishments - . - - -~ 2,932 1 2 
Rents - - - - - - - 226 0 O 
Total - - - £4,494 16 9 

6. The amount received by the 'l'reasury on account of education was :— 
For school fees = - - - - - 60512 6 
For sale of books - - - : - - 57 2 2 
Total - - - £662 14 8 

7. The sums supplied by private persons for education during 1866 were 

3,0731. 14s. 9d. Hence :— 
Money supplied by Government - - - - 4,491 16 9 
Money supplied by private persons - - - - 3,073 14 9 
c 

Total - - - £7,568 11 6 





is the amount expended in the Colony on education in public schools during 1866. 


8. If from this total - - - - - ° - 7,568 11 6 
be subtracted the sum paid into the Treasury - - ° - 662 14 8 
the remainder - - - - - - - - £6,905 16 10 


will fairly represent the cost of public education for 1866. 

9. There were 76 teachers employed and 1,785 scholars taught, and the expense was 6,905/. 16s. 10d. ; 
hence the cost of cach teacher, on an average, was nearly 91/., and of each scholar, 32. 17s. 4d. 

10. The returns from the public schools for the past year furnish ground for congratulation and for 
hope, when it is remembered that the Colony has not yet arate from the late commercial crisis. 

11. In 1864, the daily average attendance throughout the Colony was 20°5 ; in 1865, it was 22°2; in 
1866, it was 20°0; on the other hand, the support in money from private sources was 3,090/. in 1864; 
3,061/. in 1865; and 3,073/. in 1866. These figures seem to show that the colonists generally are not 
inclined (whatever else they give up) to give up the education of their children. 

12. During the year the aan School at Pietermaritzburg was removed to the handsome rooms lately 
built by the trustees of the collegiate institution, and leased by them to the Government. The gain to 
the masters and scholars has been great in convenience, air, and general comfort. In the grounds, 
horizontal, parallel, and leaping bars have been set up in accordance with the taste for athletic exercises 
at home and here. . 

The master, Mr. Calder, is about to return to England, and it will be no easy task to supply his place. 
Mr. Calder brought with him the skill of an expert in the modern scierce of teaching. te introduced 
and maintained in the High Schoola nae of which the quiet order and self-respect of the scholars 
is at once the proof and the reward. is skill in imparting accurate knowledge, and his power of 
6¢ working up” fie pupils are well known, and will be recognized by the pupils themselves only the more 
fully the older they grow. In selecting a successor to Mr. Calder it is worthy of consideration whether, 
with a view of maintaining a superior class of education for the children of the colonists within the 
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Colony itself, the Government would not be justified in proposing an increase of the salary of the Head 
Master. 

13. A High School has been opened at Durban by Mr. Russell, a gentleman whese services were 
secured to us by the Superintendent of Education. Opened in June, the school numbered 19 in 
December ; and there is but one opinion of the energy, skill, and temper with which Mr. Russell has 
so well commenced. The Government will shortly have to consider whether the school shall continue 
at a maximum of 30 scholars, or expand with the demands of the town of Durban for this class of 
education, in which case provision must be*made for additional masters and for suitable buildings. 

14. During the past year the Government took occasion to act on a suggestion left by the Superin- 
teudent, and to enforce prepayment of fees in the four schools which are under its direct control. This 
wis the easier at Durban, as the school was just opened. In the High School at Pietermaritzburg the 
results of this change are worthy of remark. This school, from the kind of education given, has felt 
more than others the severity of the times, and has declined from an average of 50 in 1865 to an average 
of 40 in 1866; nevertheless, the payment in fees has risen from 330/. 8s. in 1865 to 4152. in 1866. The 
same results are not to be looked for in the two Government schools. In them the Government has 
always permitted some children to be entered free, preferring to train up a useful citizen at a light cost 
now rather than to punish a bad citizen at a heavy cost hereafter. 

15. From the towns arise demands from time to time for aid to schools, with which demands it is not 
possible for the Government, with the means at its disposal, to comply; at the same time it is difficult 
to see why, within the same town, some schools should be receiving aid, while others, perhaps of equal 
need and merit, have none. With this exception, the money voted for the purpose of education, added 
to private subscriptions, seems still fairly to supply the demand for public education in the Colony. 

16. As regards scholarship, the public schools are, generally speaking, in a fair condition. Spelling, 
reading, writing, a little arithmetic for daily use, a little history, geography, and grammar—these seem 
to be all the subjects which can be taught in schools which most of the scholars leave by the time they 
are fourteen years old. Within this range, however, there is room for improvement. Tor instance, in 
reading, it is possible to make the scholar mind not only the letters and words of his sentence, but the 
sense of it too; nor should any child, after a fair time spent at school, be unable to answer ordinary 
questions about the Colony in which he lives, the name of the nation to which he belongs, the governor 
of that nation, or her representative in the Colony. But while in some instances there is no doubt 
room for more intelligence and thought, there are schools among us in which the teacher, while duly 
maintaining the mere drill and drudgery of learning, has succeeded admirably in making the scholars 
think and take notice of the facts of daily life about them. The moral tone throughout is healthy. 
There can be no doubt of the anxiety of all the teachers to do their best ; and there exists, almost 
universally, a good and friendly feeling between them and their scholars. Within the nine months 
which have passed since the Superintendent left the Colony, there has not been made a single complaint 
to the Government against any public teacher, nor within the same time have any serious troubles 
arisen between the teachers on the one hand and the committees, parents, or scholars on the other. 

T. Warwick Brooks, 
: Acting Superintendent of Education. 

Educational Department, Pietermaritzburg, 
16th February 1867. 
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Rerorr oN THE Porr Nata. Harsovr Works, BY THE CoLoNnIAL ENGINEER. 


In order to embrace all the subjects referred to in my letter of instructions, and some others which I 
think it desirable to include, I have divided my report into the following heads, viz. :— 

Ist. The local peculiarities of the harbour. 

2nd. The plan hitherto adopted. 

3rd. The action of the aie and other causes detrimental to the durability of the work. 

4th. The best method of proceeding with the work in future, and the length of time necessary to 
complete the work so far as to cross the northern channel. 

5th. The effects of the works so far as they have gone, and the probable results of carrying out the 
north pier sufficiently to close up permanently the present northern channel. 

6th. The plans suggested for improving the harbour, by works within the bay or inner harbour, and 
suggestions for such improvements us may be advantageous. 

Ist. The local peculiarities of the harbour. 

The harbour of Port Natal consists of a large land-locked basin, with a total water area of about 
4,000 acres, of which, however, only 80 to §5 acres have sufficient depth to be available as anchorage 
ground for even small craft, the remainder having only from one to three feet or thereabouts of water at ‘ 
high tide, and the greater part being entirely bare at ie water. 

By reference to the plan of the harbour appended hereto, it will be seen that the deep water lies 
along the northern side of the bluff, called the Bluff Channel, and from the entrance along the inner 
side of the sand-spit as far as the railway wharf, or rather above it, which latter channel is called the 
Custom House Channel. 

The outlet of this inner harbour or basin lying between the point of the sand-spit and the bluff, 1s 
about 367 yards across, and has a sectional area of between 1,800 and 1,900 square yards at high water 
springs, the rise and fall of tide at spring being about six feet. : 

About 1,000 yards to seaward of this outlet lies the bar of Port Natal, extending in a long curved line 
from the rocky foul ground lying around the outer end of the bluff, mght round into shoal water, to 
the northward of the site of the present north pier of the harbour works. This bar is formed of sand 
washed backwards and forwards by the conflicting action of the winds, tides, and currents, and more 
especially by the heavy rollers which set in from the south-east after there has been heavy weather to 
the southward and eastward of the Natal coast. 
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When these rollers occur, the result is always to cause the bar to shoal up, whilst a continuance of 
easterly and north-eastcrly winds cause it to deepen again. 

The sand-bar is said to rest upon a ledge of rocks or upon rocky patches, but this has not been cor- 
rectly ascertained, and a depth of 24 feet of water has been found on the bar, whilst the lead showed 
the bottom to be still sandy. ‘The dotted blue lines on the accompanying plan show the direction in 
which the ebb tide at present runs. It will be scen that it sets along the inner side of the sand-spit, 
nearly at right angles to the outlet of the harbour, striking the bluff shore ; it is then reflected through 
the outlet in the direction indicated, expending and losing a great part of its velocity when it issues 
beyond the guiding pier A B, erected by Mr. Milne on the extremity of the sand-spit, and which, even 
in its present unfinished state, has had a considerable effect in guiding the ebb more directly on the bar 
than it previously did. Still this pier is too short to throw the force of the ebb tide upon the bar, more 
especially as from its course the ebb impinges upon the guiding pet at a considerable angle instead of 
running parallel with it. When there has been a prevalence of south-westerly winds, or when heavy 
rollers from the south-west have occurred, the ebb tide has not sufficient force to scour away the sand 
deposited upon the bar, it therefore creeps along shore to the northward, and opens out a channel across 
the northern end of the bar, which is then the only one available for shipping, until a recurrence of 
easterly and north-easterly winds washes away the sand upon the bar, and opens out the main channel, 
when the ebb ceases to act upon the northern channel, which then silts up. This northern channel, 
marked C C on the plan, is a very inconvenient one from its position and the comparatively small depth 
of water in it, the average depth when it is open varying from about 11 to 13 feet at high water. 

The object therefore sought to be obtained in the construction of harbour works is to direct the full 
force of the ebb tide straight over the bar and opposite to the outlet of the harbour, so as to deepen the 
channel through the bar, and afford to vessels a safe and easy means of entering and leaving the port. 

2nd. The plan hitherto adopted. 

It was with the object stated in the concluding paragraph of the foregoing head of report that a plan 

was prepared and partially carried out by Mr. Milne, C.E., in which he proposed to construct a stone 
pier, extending from the end of the sand-spit for a length of about 2,000 feet, and another of about 
800-feet in length, extending from the bluff nearly at right angles to the former, with the intention of 
forming guiding walls fur the ebb tide. Only a portion (about 1,200 feet), however, of the northern 
pier has been constructed, and even this has had, as I have stated, a very beneficial effect in tending to 
throw the ebb more directly upon the bar. 
. The work, however, was discontinued by Government in 1857, for reasons stated in the despatch of 
Lieutenant-Governor Scott to H. M. Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated 9th November 1857, by 
whom the whole question of the improvement of the harbour was referred to Captain Vetch, R.E., of 
the Harbour Department of the Admiralty, the author of the plan of the present harbour works. 
Captain Vetch considered Mr, Milne’s plan as too contracted, and prepared that uvon which I am now 
called to report. 

It is to be regretted that, before Captain Vetch was requested to prepare plans for these works, 
arrangements were not made for a caretul personal survey and report by a competent Civil Engineer, 
setting forth all the circumstances of the case and affording the detailed information necessary to 
enable an engineer (himself wholly unacquainted with the locality) to design such works as, in point 
of efficiency and economy, would be best suited to the requirements of the Colony and to the local 
peculiarities of the harbour. 

Had this been done, and the proper data laid before Captain Vetch and Mr. Abernethy, and had the 
former been made clearly aware of the fact that, when the water over the bar was sufliciently deepened 
to admit of large vessels crossing it, there would be no necessity for a sheltered anchorage ground in 
the outer bay, as the natural anchorage lies in the inner basin, which only requires a moderate amount 
of dredging from time to time to render it all that is to be desired for such a purpose, I cannot believe 
that he would have proposed the enclosure of the large area provided for by the present plans, nor can 
I think that either Mr. Abernethy or Captain Vetch would have recommended the adoption (at least 
without considerable modification) of a alan which, although successful at Blythe Harbour, was carried 
out there under such totally different natural and engineering peculiarites, as to afford no criterion for 
its success in ‘Natal, and which has signally failed elsewhere. 


I am of opinion that, owing doubtless to a misconception of the local circumstances, caused by want 
of sufficiently accurate data, the present plan of the Harbour Works is erroneous both in general 
arrangement and in its mode of construction. ‘The chief errors I consider to be as follows, viz. :— 

Ist. The area proposed to be enclosed between the piers is much too large. ‘This involves not only 
a considerable increase in the extent and consequent cost of the north pier, but is a positive injury to 
the utility of the proposed work, inasmuch as this large outer basin, by allowing the expansion of the 
ebb tide as it issues from the comparatively narrow channel between the sand-spit and the bluff, materi- 
ally checks its velocity, and thereby lessens its effect upon the bar. Besides, a considerable portion of 
this enclosed area will inevitably silt up, and so become useless as anchorage ground unless constantly 
dredged ; in proof of which I may state, that the foreshore immediately within the northern pier has 
already advanced very considerably since this work was commenced. The silting up of a portion of 
this outer harbour would be an absolute advantage, in so far as, by decreasing and confining the water 
area, the tide passing through it would have less room to expand, and would therefore travel with 
greater velocity; but this effect could not certainly have been contemplated as one of the results 
of Captain Vetch’s design, or otherwise why should he not have kept his north pier nearer to the spit. 
In making the area of the outer basin so large, the object Captain Vetch appears to have had in view 
was to allow the waves entering the harbour to expand and lose their force, but I think this could be 
effected by a different arrangement of the piers, without running into the error of sacrificing the greater 
part of the eflect of the tidal ebb upon the bar. 

2nd. The outer ends of the piers are so placed, that if carried out as designed they would he almost 
broadside on to the heavy seas which frequently oecur, and the weight and velocity of which are such 
ag to require a very much stronger fabric than the present piers to resist their force when thus exposed 
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3rd. The entrance of the harbour is placed in the wrong direction, ‘as with the heavy rollers which 
constantly occur, it would be difficult for vessels to run in between the piers without being exposed 
broadside on to the full force of the waves. 

4th. The south pier is placed near the outer or seaward edge of a reef of rocks, which extends a 
considerable distance from the bluff, and it 1s so placed as to be exposed to the full dynamic force 
of the waves, which, grounding upon the edge of the reef, change their character from simple undula- 
tions to waves of progression immediately to seaward of the pier, and so strike it with their full weight 
and velocity; the result of which, as has been repeatedly evinced since the works were commenced, is 
that as soon as this pier has been advanced to a certain point about 400 feet from the landward end it is 
knocked to pieces by the sea, which not only has swept away the unfinished end, but has made clean 
breaches through it, smashing the timber framing and casing, and throwing up the stone filling in a reef 
to leeward of the work. 


The remedies for the errors I have pointed out, based doubtless upon erroneous conceptions of the 
circumstances, and which more accurate information would have prevented, would have evidently been 
these :— 


Ist. To have commenced the north pier somewhere about the point E (vide accompanying plan), 
and carried it out in the direction E F G, by which it would have been very much sheltered from the 
heavy rollers by the bluff reef, whilst it would have contracted the basin, and been more effective 
in guiding the ebb tide over the bar. 


2nd. To have placed the south pier at or near the inner or leeward side of the reef, by which means, 
the seas being broken up in their passage over the shallow reef, their percussive force would be nearly 
expended before they reached the pier. 


8rd. To have altered the direction of the south pier, as shown by the letters H J K, so that 
its outer extremity should have rather overlapped the end of the north pier, whereby the heavy rollers 
would have been less likely to take a vessel entering the harbour broadside on and to drive her against 
the north pier; and this overlapping would also, | believe, have caused a great deal of the sand now 
brought in from the south-west to be swept away to the northward of the harbour, and clear of its 
entrance. 


4th. ‘To have altered the pier heads to some such form as represented by the letters F GJ K. 

But even had these alterations in the general plan been all adopted, still I do not consider that the 
system of construction is, or can be, adapted to meet the circumstances under which the works 
are placed, without very considerable alterations. 

In his anxiety to carry out his large and comprehensive scheme at a cost within the resources of the 
Colony to undertake, Captain Vetch has opted: a design which is quite unsuited in itself to the locality 
and circumstances, and the estimate and contract for which are based upon prices so wholly inadequate, 
that I am surprised that any experienced engineer could have ever supposed the work could be executed 
for anything like the amount stated, unless indeed, he was,—as almost appears to be the case from some 
remarks made by Captain Vetch in his letter to Mr. James Abernethy, dated 8th July, 1859,—under 
the impression that Kafirs, at 9d. per day, were equal to European mechanics in skill and industry. 

3rd. The action of the “teredo,” and other causes detrimental to the durability of the work. 

Whether creosoting is or is not a comparatively perfect means of preventing the destruction of timber 
exposed to the action of the sea from the ravages of the teredo and other animal agencies, and from 
general decay, has been a matter of much debate. In the case of the timber supplied for the Natal 
Harbour Works, the question has been undeniably decided in the negative. 

The works were only commenced in 1861, and already almost every pile, and other piece of timber 
exposed to the sea, has been more or less injured by the teredo and limnoria. 

n June, 1864, Captain Gordon, R.E., and myself, were commissioned to examine and report to the 
Colonial Government upon the extent to which the timber was affected by the teredo. After a careful 
investigation, we reported that, although the teredo had certainly attacked the timber, it had not, 
so far, caused any extensive or serious injury, but that we were unable to say to what amount, and with 
what rapidity such injury might thereafter extend, although, from the fact that when the teredo 
and penetrated a short distance into the wood it appeared to die, probably from the effects of the 
creosote, we were of opinion that the process would be a slow one. Since then, however, the destructive 
action of the teredo has increased and extended with a rapidity which has surprised me. Recent 
careful examinations have proved that the piles, cills, and other timbers exposed to the action of 
the sea, are completely riddled, so much so that in many places those portions of the timbers exposed 
Hii wind and water are mere shells, and the frames appear to be chiefly supported by the stone 
filling. 

These destructive results are not confined to such timbers only as have been badly or imperfectly 
creosoted, or have been longest in the water. I find all the timbers exposed to the sea are more or less 
affected, although, probably from being of better quality, or more thoroughly impregnated with creosote, 
some timbers are in a much sounder state than others. I may here state, however, that 1 firmly 
believe a large portion of the timber supplied for the Harbour Works has never properly undergone the 
process of creosoting, and that in many cases the creosote has only penetrated but a very short distance 
from the surface. 

It is evident, therefore, that the destruction of the timber framing and casing is from this cause 
alone, a mere question of a few years; and that it is hopeless to expect to construct any marine work, 
as st upon such timber for its stability, which shall last beyond, say, ten years. 

n addition to the destructive effects of the teredo, there is another cause which is detrimental to the 
durability of the work. 

In Mr. Abernethy’s plan, the panel pieces or gridirons, which fill in the lower part of the spaces 
between the frames, are chiefly held in their places by the pressure of the stone fil ing, and, as these 
panel pieces are placed inside the main timbers of the frames, they have no bearing against anything 
but the loose rubble stone to resist the impact of the sea, and the result has been that in heavy 
weather the stone behind them is frequently displaced, and they are driven in and knocked to pieces, 
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or, in many instances, actually sawn across by the friction caused by the sea rubbing them against the 
angles of the stone filling. 

A large number of the panels have been either entirely or partially knocked away, and the stone 
filling more or less washed out at the gaps in the work thus caused. 

4th. ‘The best method of proceeding with the work in future, and the length of time necessary to 
complete the work so far as to cross the northern channel. 

It appears that the problem now set for me by the Colonial Government is not the general question 
which is the best plan and mode of constructing Havhour Works or Piers so as to deepen permanently the 
entrance to the harbour, but what is the best method of securing the work already done, and of 
extending the north pier sufficiently to close the northern channel, which, it 1s estimated, will require 
the north pier to be extended about 1,000 feet beyond its present length. Had I been called upon to 
state generally what I consider the best arrangement and design for the works, I should have recom- 
mended a different arrangement and position for the piers than the present ones, and that they should 
be constructed wholly of stone, tipped in from a timber staging, and carried to a height of only a few 
feet above high water, the top being protected by ashlar casings, or perhaps cast-iron plates, filled in 
with rubble concrete. | 

The question, however, which I have to answer, is not which is the best mode of designing such 
works as will be most beneficial and effective in removing the bar, but what are the best and most 
economical means of rendering effective the work which has been already partially carried out for that 
Purposes and of extending it. 

o this subject I have given my best attention, and have bestowed much anxious thought and study 
upon it, ever since the Harbour Works were placed under my charge. 

It was evident to me, as it must have been to any professional man who had opportunities of seeing 
the works in progress, whilst being carried on by Mr. ‘Vhos. Jackson, the late contractor, that the 
system of putting together on land the bulky and weighty frames then used, and then lowering and 
fixing them bodily in their places, was cumbersome and difticult to execute even in average good 
weather, and when there was any sea running, quite impossible. Many frames broke away when 
lowered into the sea and before they could be properly secured, and it frequently happened that for 
weeks together not a single frame could be fixed, and so the work was brought to a standstill. The 
mode of fixing the panel pieces was also, as I have pointed out in the preceding paragraph, very 
defective, and, therefore, even before I had any supposition that the works would ever be placed under 
my charge, I came to the conclusion that very considerable modifications in the manner of framing and 
fixing the timber work, must be introduced before they could be successfully carried out. 


At first, however, I determined upon recommending merely a modification of the original system, 
viz. to make the two main side timbers of each frame piles driven about 8 or 10 feet into the sand, 
and to connect them by top and centre braces and diagonals as the present frames are constructed,— 
in short, to build up the frames piecemeal in their places, instead of attempting to fix them bodily, 
and to fix them firmly in the sand, instead of merely letting them rest upon it, which would have the 
three-fold object of enabling them to be much more easily and rapidly constructed, of giving them 
a firm hold of the ground and a stability independent of the stone filling, and of preventing them 
sinking, and rocking or twisting out of their places, by the scouring away of the sand below and around 
them. I also designed a mode of framing and fixing the panels between the frames which would admit 
of their being more easily fixed, and render them more secure. 

I even proposed a report and drawings in consonance with these proposed modifications so far back 
as June, 1866, but before submitting them to the Government, I determined to examine more closely 
the extent and progress of the ravages of the teredo in the timber 7» situ. 

The result I have already stated. It was, therefore, evident that I could not honestly recommend 
to the Government any plan wholly dependent upon the durability of the timber for its efficiency. 


I then considered the propriety of recommending that the continuation of the pier be carried our 
entirely as a bank of rubble or “ Pierre Perdu,” tipped from wagons running on a timber staging. 
I found, however, on calculation, that this would require so large an amount of stone, that the progress 
would be very slow and comparatively expensive, and a large portion of the timber already purchased 
for the work would be useless. I have, therefore, resolved to recommend to the Government the 
following, as the best mode I can suggest for rendering the present portion of the north pier secure, 
and for carrying out the work for the further distance required as rapidly and economically as 

ossible. 
I have found it necessary to remove temporarily all the top-framing and planking of the present pier, 
owing to the space between the centre braces, upon which the tramway for conveying the stone is 
laid, and the top braces being so small that stones of any size could not be carried in the trucks along 
the works. By removing this top work, not only can stones of any size be conveyed along and tipped 
into the pier, but a double line of rails can be laid down, so that the work of stone-filling can be 
carried on much more expeditiously than it otherwise could. 

I cannot see any object in replacing this upper portion of the work, which appears to be only 
intended for the purpose of a promenade, and is therefore quite unnecessary, as all the actual construc- 
tion of the work has to be carried on at the level of the tramway; and it involves a great waste of 
timber, and is, moreover, a positive source of weakness to the work, presenting, as it does, a large 
surface for the sea and wind to act detrimentally upon. 


It is one main feature in all, or alinost all, modern works of this description constructed for the 
improvement of harbours, and which are not also required for purposes of tratlic, to keep the top of 
the work as low as possible, in fact, only sufficiently high above the water to allow of workmen and others 
passing along the top in safety, whereby less resistance is offered to the impact of the sca, the waves 
being only sufficiently checked to break their force, while the mass of water sweeps over the breakwater 
instead of stnking against it. { would, therefore, recommend that the whole of the top-framing be 
permanently removed, and the two side pieces of the frame cut down to about 3 ft. 6 ins. above the 
level of the tramway. At this height I would connect them by wrought-iron rods, or by waling-pieces 
of timber, so that they should form handrails for the protection of the men who may from time to time 
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be employed on the works. This will economize a very large quantity of valuable timber which 
is now worse than useless, and which can be made available for the extension of the work and for 
other purposes. 

Where the sides of the work are more or less open from the destruction of the pane} pieces, I am 
driving sheet-piling, well bolted and secured to walings and the remaining parts of the panels, so as to 
close in the gaps sufficieutly to retain the stone filling. As these gaps are being filled up, the stone- 
packing is being completed as rapidly as possible. At present, about 85 to 90 tons of stone per diem 
are being tipped in, but when I get the arrangements now being made to facilitate the transport of the 
stone carried out, I hope to be able to deposit not less than an average daily quantity of about 150 tons 
in the works. 

At present, as the part of the pier now being filled up is not exposed to any violent action of the sea, 
I am using up for its filling all the small stone and waste stuff of the quarry, retaining the larger and better 
stone for the more advanced portion of the pier. When the present pier is tilled in up to the level of 
the tramway, I recommend that the outer part, at least, be planked over, to retain the stone-filling in 
its place, and prevent its rolling about and so destroying the timber. 

The plan upon which I recommend the pier to be extended, 1s as follows:—To construct a timber- 
staging, formed of piles well driven down into the sand. and connected by cross ties and continuous 
walings and diagonal braces; upon this staging a double line of rails would be fixed to carry the 
stone trucks. : 

From this staging, small stone and quarry rubbish to be tipped as rapidly as possible, and allowed 
to take its own slope, and spread so as to form a hard substance te prevent the sand scouring away on 
the line of the work. Over this, again, larger stone to be tipped in to form a bank or mole of rubble, 
the largest stones being always kept for the outer sides of the mole until the work reaches to about 
four feet below low water, the lower part of the staging being buried in and secured by the rubble as 
the work proceeds. 

When this rubble mole has settled down and taken something like its proper slopes and form, I then 
propose to close in the spaces between the sets of upright piles, carrying the tramway to a height of 
about three feet above high water by timber panels strongly secured to the piling, and fill in this 
space with stone rubble, the outer sides of which would be carefully packed with good sized stones, 
so as to make it as firm and secure as possible. The top of this filling to be cased over with a grating 
of timber, to prevent the stone being driven out or rolled about by the sea. 

By this plan, a good solid firm base would be obtained, and the sand prevented scouring away, to 
the injury of the work. The stonework would, after a time, assume its natural slope, and so become 
permanently fixed, the superstructure could be expeditiously carried out, a large quantity of the timber 
now on the works be made available, thereby economizing stone, and the work could be extended as 
rapidly as would be consistent with its stability. 

After the work was completed, and as circumstances would admit, stone could be tipped from the 
stage on both sides of the timber superstructure, so as eradually to extend the breadth of the work, 
and case in the timber framing, and thus, by the time the timber had become so decayed as to be no 
longer able to retain the stone-filling, they would no longer be required, being replaced by the outer 
and additional rubble-work of the mole, of the upper part of which the timber superstructure would 
in the first place form the nucleus. In the same manner, stone could be tipped along the outer sides 
of the present part of the pier, so as to case in its woodwork. The advantages of this arrangement 
are, that the cost of skilled labour will be very materially reduced and convict labour emploved as 
largely as possible, the work can be carried on in almost any weather, and can be advanced with 
considerable rapidity. 

The materials already on the ground, and paid for, can be employed to a considerable extent, and the 
work can be carried on and extended just in proportion as the finances of the Colony will admit, as, 
with the exception of the staging and superstructure, which will require very little skilled labour in 
comparison to the present system, the work can, if necessary, be carried on almost wholly by convict 
labour, and, however little may be done in tipping in stone at any time, still every stone tipped in will 
be a permanent addition to the work, so that, if it be found successfnl in improving the harbour, it can 
be gradually extended and strengthened. 

In reference to the direction of the pier, I propose a slight alteration in the curve, so as to bring the 
line of the work more at right angles to the direction of the rollers. 

The length of time which will probably be required to extend the work upon the plan proposed, so 
far as to close up the north channel, will be chiefly dependent upon the rapidity with which the stone 
can be supplied, and estimating the daily quantity at 150 tons, which seems to be as much as the 
Railway Company can conveniently carry, I calculate that it will require about 24 years to carry out 
the work for about 1,000 feet, the length proposed, making due allowance for bad weather and other 
contingencies. After which, the casing-in of the timber work with stone, can be proceeded with 
according to circumstances. With reference to the south pier, [ consider it impracticable and 
sees to attempt to construct it on its present site, and the timber had better be taken down and used 
eisewhere. 

Should it be hereafter determined to construct the south pier, it should be erected in the position 
indicated by the natural peculiarities of the locality, viz., on the inner side of the reef running out 
from the bluff. 

It may be thought that the modifications in the work herein proposed involve a complete departure 
from the plans of Captain Vetch, but I beg to point out that this is scarcely the case. Captain Vetch 
designed his general plan independent of any special mode of construction, and he then recommended 
Mr. Abernethy’s system of construction, because it appeared to be economical and expeditious, and had 
been successful in another instance, although, as I have pointed out, under very different circumstances 
from those of Port Natal harbour, and therefore an alteration in the detail of the work by no means 
alters the general design or its etliciency, and the slight alteration proposed in the direction of the pier 
is one necessitated by the direction of the rollers, respecting which Captain Vetch appears to have beer 
under some misapprehension. With respect to forming a “hard” of small stone to consolidate the 
bottom and form a base for the superstructure, Captain Vetch himself recommended it in his report. 
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. 5tb.—Upon the effects of the works, as far as they have gone, and the probable results of carrying 
out the north pier sufficiently to close up permanently the present northern channel. 

I have already stated that I consider the north pier placed too far to the north of the entrance to the 
harbour, and consequently I do not think the works can have had the effect they would have had if 
placed in what I consider a more favourable position; but still it appears to be the opinion of the port 
captain and others, who from their long acquaintance with and constant observation of the harbour are 
much better able to judge than I am, that a permanent improvement has lately taken place in the state 
of the bar; the far channel, although not so deep as it has occasionally been previous to the construction 
of the north pier, being more regularly maintained at a fair depth of water, and this I find is corrobo- 
rated by the results of a careful examination of the soundings taken from time to time during the last 
three years. As this is the case, I believe that the extension of the north pier for 1,000 feet further will 
have a further beneficial eifect on the bar, by closing the north channel, and thereby forcing the ebb 
tide more to seaward, and thus a somewhat increased and more regular depth of water may be expected ; 
although I do not think, for the reasons given in paragraph 2nd, that the extension of this pier, even to 
a considerably further length than is at present proposed, can give anything like the depth over the bar 
contemplated by Captain Vetch as a permanency. 

6th. Upon the plans suggested for improving the harbour by works within the bay or inner harbour, 
and suggestions for such improvements as may be advantageous. 

Various suggestions and recommendations appear to have been made at different periods, with a view 
to improve the scour over the bar, by means of works within the bay. These are chiefly :— 

Ist. ‘lo divert the river Umgeni from its present course, and cause it to discharge into the bay. 
2nd. To straighten the channels of the rivers Umbilo and Umhlatuzan from where they discharge 
into the bay, down towards the present deep-water pool off the Custom House. 
’ 8rd. ‘To dredge a channel across the sand-bank, extending from the eastern end of Salisbury Island 
towards the Custom House. | 

The intended object of the first proposition is to render the volume and velocity of the waters of the 
Um¢geni available as an increased scouring force. 

The intended object of the second proposition is to render the action of the current of these streams 
available as far down the bay as possible, and to give a straighter direction, and consequently a greater 
momentum, to a portion of the ebb tide, and also to enable lighters and other vessels of small draught to 
ascend their channels to load and discharge within them, and beyond the head of the bay. 

The intended object of the third proposition is to guide the ebb tide more directly on and over the 
bar, and thereby render its scouring force greater. | | 

In reference to the first proposition, setting aside the heavy cost which would be necessary to block 
up effectually the present outfall of the river Umgeni, and form a permanent and durable bed for it 
from the Queen’s Bridge to Cato’s Creek, where the new outfall is proposed to be placed, I believe the 
result would be most disastrous, as in summer, when only there would be a sufficient volume of water 
to have any practical effect on the bar (if even then), the quantity of silt brought down by the stream 
and deposited, as the greater part of it would be, within the bay would be far greater than the quantity 
of sand which it could possibly remove from the bar, and in winter, when the water is clear, its volume 
and velocity would be much too small to have the slightest effect. Besides, by lengthening the distance 
between the point at which the river would be diverted and its outfall, its velocity would be propor- 
tionately decreased, and its fall in winter would not exceed about 18 inches per mile, which would give 
so small a velocity of current as to have no practical effect beyond the point at which its waters fall into 
the wide basin of the bay. It is true Captain Vetch suggests an embankment being made across the 
proposed new channel with sluices, so that when the waters of the Umgeni are charged with sand they 
should not be allowed to flow into the bay, whilst a stream of clear water could be discharged into it; 
but this would virtually amount to the entire diversion of the river from the bay during the whole of 
the summer season, when only, as I have stated, would the waters of the Umgeni have sufficient volume 
and torce to have the least eflect. 

In reference to the second proposition, the dredging and straightening of the channels of the Umbilo 
and the Umhlutazan would, if judiciously carried out, no doubt tend to facilitate the ebb and flow of 
the tide in the upper portion of the bay, and would be of considerable advantage in enabling small 
craft to ascend these rivers as far as the public road which crosses them at high water, and by forming 
cross channels from the beach below the town to join these river channels, facilities would be effected 
for water carriage between the point and the town. Dredging would, however, be required from time 
to time, to keep these channels clear and remove the sand which would accumulate in them ; but this 
would be excellent work upon which to employ the convicts when they are no longer required on the 
harbour works. 

In. reference to the third proposition, there 1s no doubt that such a channel as that proposed by 
Captain Grantham would have a very beneficial effect by straightening the direction of the ebb-tide, 
and thereby allowing it to set more directly and with greater velocity across the bar; and were there no 
other questions involved than the simple one of effecting this, then I shall most strongly urge this being 
carricd into effect, as one of the most likely means of improving the scour ; but, on the other hand, any 
deepening of the harbour in the direction proposed for this channel would inevitably be followed by a 
proportionite filling up the present anchorage ground in front of the Custom House, whereby the whole 
of the present wharves would be rendered useless, and the anchorage ground would be entirely shifted 
unless constant and heavy dredging were employed to maintain the requisite depth of water. For this 
reason I deem it would be very inexpedient to form such a channel as that proposed, at least until the 
trade and wealth of the Colony have so much increased as to justify the heavy expense which such a 
work would necessitate for the due maintenance of a proper port and landing wharves. 

Hercatter, if the Colony be in a position to undertake it, jetties could be run out at right angles from 
the present wharves towards the proposed new channel, which would then form the anchorage ground 
in lieu of the present one. ; oe fo 

There is, however, one improvement which might be effected within the harbour, which would greatly 
facilitate the landing and discharging of goods, os would have no bad effect upon the present anchorage 
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ground and channels. This is the dredging of a channel across the bank lying between the Bluff 
anchorage and the Custom House basin. At present, owing to the shallowness of the water over this 
bank, vessels after coming into the bay are obliged to he in the Bluff channel until a portion of their 
cargo is discharged, in order to lighten them sufficiently to cross the bank ; but if the depth of water 
over it were increased, they would be able to come up to the Custom House basin at once, and land all 
their cargo close to the wharves, which would be a great saving in both time and expense. 

The attention of the Government was directed to this matter by the Commission appointed some 
time ago to report upon the inner harbour and wharves, of which Commission I was a member; and 
some other useful suggestions for the improvement of the inner harbour are also embodied in that 
report, and which therefore I need not repeat here, but will conclude by observing that the steam 
dredge therein recommended would be of immense service in improving the harbour, and should not be 
lost sight of when the finances of the Colony will admit of one being purchased and maintained. 

(Signed) PETER PaTERsON, 

Colonial Engineer’s Office, Natal, July 17, 1867. Colonial Engineer. 





ST. HELENA. 


No. 14. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Admiral Sir Cuartes Exuiot, K.C.B., to 
his Grace the Duke of BuckINGHAM AND CHANDOos. 


(No. 50.) 


My Lorp Duke, St. Helena, July 18, 1867. 

Herewirtu I have the honour to forward the Blue Book for the year 1866, which 
has been somewhat delayed by serious indisposition of some of the officers in the 
Secretary's department. 

2. It is satisfactory to state that the revenue of 1866, compared with 1865, exhibits a 
net increase of 2,774/., attributable doubtless to the improvement of trade and the steady 
operation of the tariff arrangements effected at the close of 1865. ‘This statement is 
irrespective of the loan of 5,000/. to the Government by Messrs. Solomon, Moss, 
Gideon, and Co., reported in my Despatch No. 104 of last year. 

3. The excess of expenditure in 1866 as compared with 1865 (4,216/.) finds its 
explanation under two heads; -viz., post-master for conveyance of direct mails from 
England, 1,388/., and special disbursements, which include 3,000/. remitted to the agents 
in London. | 

4. In other respects there has been no material alteration so far as revenue and 
expenditure are concerned during the year 1866. 

5. I am gratified to be able to report that by the 5,000/. taken up on loan considerable 
progress has been made in the restoration of the public buildings. The Castle, com- 
prising the council and reception rooms, the Colonial Secretary’s Office, the Audit 
Office, the Commissioners of Crown Property’s Office, &c. &c., has been extensively 
restored, including a new iron roof to the whole north front of the building. The 
repairs have been entirely effected of iron, stone, and teak, and according to the extensive 
course of experiment we have made in this Colony against devastation by the white ant, 
may be pronounced to be perfectly secure. ‘The Post Office has been re-constructed in 
the same substantial way. A new iron roof has been placed on the Custom House, and 
such other repairs as are required in that building may be safely deferred for another year 
or two. The Time Office has been re-constructed in the same way. The Head School 
will be effectively repaired and be ready for occupation in the course of a few months. 
The Colonial Hospital will not need extensive re-construction for two or three years, but 
the re-construction of the Hospital for females connot be delayed with safety beyond the 
next year. | 

6. Looking to the present situation of the public property in Jamestown, I can only 
once more request your Grace’s attention to the serious inconvenience and sacrifice which 
would arise from any interruption in the re-construction remaining to be performed, and 
I trust therefore that the Crown Agents will be enabled to procure some assistance for 
this Government under our Loan Ordinance to the extent which I have recently suggested 
to those gentlemen. 

I have, &c. 
( Signed ) CHARLES ELLIOT. 

His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, , 

&c. &e. &c. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 


No. 15. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor the Right Hon. Sir Joun Younc, Bart., 
to his Grace the Duke of BuckINGHAM AnD CHANDOS. 


(No. 86.) 
My Lorp Dukg, Government House, Sydney, October 14, 1867. 
I wave the honour to forward herewith the Statistical Register of New South 
Wales for the year 1866. 

2. The Registrar General has this year prefixed a Report to the Official Returns, 
which will be found interesting in many respects, as conveying succinctly information in 
respect to the various resources of New South Wales, and the wide and safe field 
which the territory offers, both for the employment of the industrious and the invest- 
ments of the wealthy. 

3. Your Grace will observe that, notwithstanding the complaints of bad seasons and 
depressed commerce, the rate of wages seems to have been maintained fully at the level 
of the last seven years. 

4. Generally, so far as my observation extends, the remark may be made, though not 
wholly without reserve, that the less skilled the Jabour the higher the rate in the 
Colonial Market, as compared with the amount obtainable for the same kind of labour 
at home. 

5. The wages of females employed as domestic servants are mainly kept up by the 
disinclination of the young women born in the Colony to go into service (as it is 
termed). ‘The instances of their doing so are, I am told, rare—rare I presume in 
contrast to the contrary practice which prevails in most European Countries. 

6. There can be little doubt that the Registrar General is right in saying that many 
of the articles which are now imported might be supplied Ly Colonial enterprise. The 
soil and climate are highly favourable for the production of, amongst other things, 
sig0, arrowroot, tobacco, and various descriptions of grain and fruit; minerals abound, 
and the raw materials for such manufactures as glass and earthenware are found within 
easy reach and of excellent quality, but every undertaking which is to be carried on by 
hired labour is restricted by the high rate of wages and the scanty supply of labourers. 
Hence, however sanguine may be the hopes entertained in some quarters, and however 
great the desire to render the Colony independent of supplies from beyond sea, the 
progress in that direction will, I apprehend, be slow. 

7. In the meantime, however, it is consolatory to know that. those of the labouring 
class who have quitted the land of their birth with the hope of bettering their condition, 
are not likely to be disappointed in their expectations of remuneration, and of achieving 
comfort and permanent independence, if only they add sobriety and forethought to their 
habits of industry. | 

8. Various attempts have, however, been made to turn the resources at command to 
profit, and amongst others, a manufactory, for making glass of the cheaper kinds most im 
use, has recently been established in Sydney; its prospects are excellent, and more 
orders are received than it is found possible to execute. The chief difficulty at the 
moment is the paucity of hands, and the somewhat irregular attendance of the workmen. 
The articles produced can be sold with profit at 35 to 40 per cent. below the price of 
importaiions of the same sort. 

9. In accordance with the request contained in the Circular Despatch of date 
16th February 1865, an extra copy is forwarded for the lrench Government. 

I have, &e. 
His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, (Signed) JOHN YOUNG. 
&c. &c. &e. 
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The Registrar General's eepOre to the Honieveble the Colonial Daales 


SIR, Registrar General’s Office, Sydney, August 2, 1867. 

The annual Statistical Register for the year 1866 which is herewith presented 
to you will be found to contain a series of Tables carefully compiled, which give a 
faithful record of the progress made by the Colony during the year 1866. 

For the purpose of making a more extended comparison, there are also inserted 
several Decennial Tables, which exhibit, in a concise form, the changes that have taken 
place in the numbers, the industry, the wealth, and the commercial relations of the 
people for ten years past. 

In the majority of their aspects it is satisfactory to find that a steady progress has been 
made, and that the moral and educational status of the population has kept pace with its 
advance in material prosperity. 

The growing interest that has been evinced during late years, by all classes of society, 
in all that relates to social improvement induces the hope that the materials here 
furnished will be carefully studied, with a view to the diffusion of correct information as 
to the large resources that this Colony possesses, and the advantages it offers for the 
employment of industry and enterprise. 

In these days of widely extended information and rapid communication between 
distant countries, it is very desirable that the movements of commerce and of population, 
and the efforts of industry, should be recorded, in order that the large number of 
individuals in the crowded cities of Europe, who are always on the look out for some 
chance of amending their condition, may be directed where to bend their steps. 

Tie details contained in these Statistics, will satisfy every thoughtful and candid 
inquirer that the Colony of New South Wales presents attractions equal to those of any 
other Colony under the British Crown. 

With a view to simplify the study of the various tables, a rapid and concise summar y 
is here appended, and remarks are made in elucidation of the facts stated. 


PART I. 


PopuLaTion, IMMIGRATION, &c. 
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Introductory. 


The Population Table shows a net estimated increase of 20,026 persons on the numbers popuiation. 


of the previous year, the estimated number on the 31st December 1865, being 411,388, 
and on the 31st December 1866, it was 431,414. 

The number of births registered in the Colony was 8,833 males and 8,117 females, 
together 16,950; while the deaths were 4,396 males and 2,965 females, together 7,301. 

It is worthy of remark that this is the only year during the last ten years when the 
births have been fewer than during the preceding year. 

The deaths of this year were 7,361, being 4,396 males and 2,965 females. This is the 
largest number yet recorded. 

As these statistics are the subject of a special report, it is not thought necessary to 
recapitulate the ample details contained therein. 

The number of marriages celebrated has been smaller than that in the preceding 
year, being 3,462 against 3 578 3 in 1865. It appears that the practice of marrying before 
a Registrar is becoming gradually more common, as there has been a progressive increase 
in the number of such marriages during the last ten years. 


Immigration. 


The immigration from the United Kingdom shows a larger falling off in the number 
than in any previous year, the total for 1866 being 1,852, of whom 1,204 came in at the 
public expense, and 648 at their own expense. 


The Religions of the immigrants at the public expense were,— 
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Protestants, Roman Catholics, Other Religions. 
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and their native countries were,— 
| 
England and Wales. Scotland. Treland. Other Countries. 
190 64 937 13 





Lunatic Asylums. 


It is to be regretted that the numbers of those in confinement in the public lunatic 
asylums continues to increase in a larger ratio than the population. The total number 
in Tarban Creek Asylum on the 31st December 1865, was 492, of whom 315 were 
males and 177 were females. ‘There were remaining on the 3lst December 1866, 546, 
of whom 366 were males and 18() females. It is a matter of congratulation, however, 
that considerable improvements and enlargements have recently been made in this 
building, by which the comfort of the inmates will be increased, and their unhappy 
position ameliorated. ‘There is a slight improvement in the number discharged during 
the year as cured, the numbers being 70 discharged cured in 1865, and 73 in 1866. It 
would appear that the British-born population supplies by far the larger portion of cases 
of lunacy, there being 438 of them to 56 Colonial-born and 52 Foreign-born. 

There is also an increase to be noted in the number of lunatics in the asylum at 
Parramatta. On the 3lst December 1865, there were 446, of whom 255 were males 
and 191 were females; and on the 31st December 1866, there remained in the asylum 
470, of whom 273 were males and 197 were females. Here also, the British-born 
numbered 369 cases, Colonial-born 63, and Foreign-born 38. 


Charitable Institutions. 


The table forming return No. 10 gives full details of the number of the charitable 
institutions in the Colony, with a statement of the receipts and disbursements. Here 
it is to be noted that there is a gradually increasing expenditure all over the Colony. 
The hospitals during the year 1865 expended 24,302/. 9s., and during 1866, 
29,912I. 2s. 6d. The benevolent asylums in 1865 cost 18,2301. 5s. 1d., and in 1866, 
21,894/. 8s. 10d. ‘The orphan and ragged schools cost 8,205l. 19s. 7d. in 1865, and 
9,030u/. 8s. 9d. in 1866. ‘The expenses of lunatic asylums increased from 21,079/. 13s. 4d. 
in 1865, to 25,1102. 16s. 4d. in 1866; and the miscellaneous charitable institutions 
from 13,1877. 15s, 1ld. in 1865, to 17,335/. 15s. 6d. in 1866. Of the whole of this 
expenditure the sum of 74,388/. 9s. 8d. was contributed by Government, and 
23,965/. 13s. 11d. by voluntary contributions. It is worthy of remark that, while the 
voluntary contributions have declined, the public expenditure has increased, and it 
would seem to indicate the desirability of placing these local institutions under the 
Municipal authorities wherever practicable, in order that an efficient check may be kept 
upon the expenditure. | 

It appears that the total number receiving relief during the year 1866 amounted to 
20,161 persons, and the expenditure was at the rate of nearly 5/. 2s. 54d. per head, while 
the receipts were at the rate of nearly 4/. 17s. 63d. per head. 


Rates of Wages. 


The average rates of wages ruling since the year 1860 will be seen by the following 
table; and it is remarkable that, with all the alleged want of employment and complaints 
of wide-spread distress, the rates have been maintained with very little deviation for 
several years past. 











Town. Country. 








sae Wages per diem, without Board and Lodging. . Wages per annum, with Board and Lodging. 





; See aa pe Pe ee 
‘ 1860. | 1861, | 1862. 1863. ' 1864. 1865. , 1866. | 1860. | 1861. | 1862. | 1863, | 1864. ! 1865. 
: Se ee 


Sete) ee ey, gone | 
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MaALEs— (& d., & d & 8 8% 8 & §& & | £° £ =: £ | £ | £ 
Carpenters = =) :10 0, 10 0! 10 0] 9 | Sto 9 Sto 9 Bto 9 = 45 65 to 80.50 to 8050 to 8050 to 70 
Smiths - = -! 10 6, 10 0 10 0; 9tol0; 9tolo' §to10 9tol0 | +e | we 165 to 8050 to S060 to 8050 to 70 
Wheelwrights -  - | 10 0' 10 6; 10 6/¥9tol0/9tol0 9to 10! 9 to 10| p ne .. 63 to $0.50 to 8050 to 8050 to 70 
Bricklayers - -' 10 0 11 0 12to14 10 | 9tol0 9to10 9tol0, ° ae | 80 to 100 80 to 100 80 to 100 80 to 100 
Masons - + - 2 0 6; 10 0; 10 | 10 10, 10 | $0 to 100 $0 to 100 $0 to 100 80 to 100 


' il es ' ee 
. 30 to 4030 to 4030 to 35 28 to 3028 to 3028 to 30 


Parm Labourers - 
30 to 3535 é to 35.30 to 35.30 to 35.30 to 3 


| 
Stephen st ae Ske a ee Be te | 





as 


FEMALES— 


| ! 
oaks : “| 30 25 to 3026 to 4026 to 3226 to 3026 to 30; 26 
Housemaids - 1 16 to 25 20 to 25 20 to 26.20 to 26.20 to 26 20 to 26 20 to 26 
Laundresses 2! D5 to 30 25 to 3030 to 4026 to 32 26 to 3020 to 26 
Nursemaids - 115 to 2015 to 2015 to 2515 to 2615 to 20615 to 2616 to 20 
General HouseServants, 18 to 2520 to 25.22 to 25118 to 3218 to 2018 to 2620 to 23 


Dairy Women, &c. 











OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 37 


PT New Soutu 
Provisions. Wacker 





The charges upon articles of consumption should be considered in connection with 
the cost of living in the Colony; for it has been widely asserted that they are so high 
that the high rate of wages which is obtained here is more than counterbalanced thereby. 
There 1s, therefore, appended an abstract of a few of the main articles with the rates 
ruling since 1860, from which it will be seen that the cost of the necessaries, and even 
of the luxuries of life, is not at all extravagant :— 














YEARS. 
1860. ee 1861. veo, | aser, | asea, | sees, | aac, | ses, |e. 1862. | 1863. | 1864. | 1865. 1866. 
s. a s. d. S: ad S,. 2 s. d. oe, s. d. 
Wheat, per bushel - - «| 80 6 6 7 #O Se 6 }. 12 @ 8 O 6 6 
Bread (ist quality), per lb. - -| O 4 0 4 0 2h 0 24, 0 3 0 4 0 4 
Flour do. do - -| O 33; O 8 oO O 2 0 3 O 8 0 3 
2 
Rice - - - - «<! & § 04 | fiw p08 0 3 0 3 O 4 
O 4 
Oatmeal = - é, a1 2 6 0 6 ae eae a | 0 4 0 4 0 4 
LL © 
Tea - , : . =| 238 ea nagar 20/20] 26 
2 3 | 
0 34 | 
Sugar - - - -| 0 oe 0 53 to | O 44; 0 44] 0 44/| O 4 
Ow 1 
1 4 | 
Coffee ; - : sll: a ee he ae Sa ee em” cae a a” 
l1 6 
0 4 
Meat, fresh, per Ib. . ee tae: to ag) ae Ore oe 8 
0 5 
Butter, do. do. - : “| Pe) a8 2 3 Lake ae oS ai ee. 
Cheese, English, do. - . ee ae ae ae 1 6 a ae a ee oe 
Potatoes, per cwt.  - - ta a ee ee Ee ee ee ee ‘a 8 0 7 0 5 0 | 8 0 | 6 O 
PART II. 


Reticion, EDUCATION, AND CRIME. 


The table No. 19 exhibits the provision made for public worship by the members of 
all denominations. It does not comprise the total expense, except in so far as the cost is 
defrayed by the public funds. . The denominations that do not partake of State aid are 
of course under no obligation to disclose their receipts and expenditure, but they are 
known to be large, and it is probable that the voluntary contributions to the support of 
Religion exceed the sum granted by the State. 

The registered number of ministers is stated to be 439, which is an advance of 43 on Ministers. 
the number registered in 1865. The number of churches and chapels is 604 against 
576 in 1865, while the dwellings and public buildings used for purposes of public 
worship have increased from 922 to 956. The accommodation and attendance have also 
increased as far as can be ascertained, but the returns are admittedly imperfect. 
Sufficient evidence is given, however, that there is a progress in the religious life of the 
population that keeps pace with the increase of the population. 

The proportionate attendance of the various denominations was as follows :— 


Church of England - - - 33°54 per cent. 
Roman Catholic - - - - 21°54 re 
Presbyterian - - bl Oe. LG . 
Wesleyan Methodist . oo" “se 2S70". a 
Congregational - - - -- 4:39 i 
Primitive Methodist - - - 2°50 " 
Baptist - - - - - 1:68 i. 
Miscellaneous’ - “ “ - 1°49 ys 
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Sunday Schools. 


There is a large increase in the number of Sunday schools, which are stated to be 640 
in number in 1866 against 588 in 1865, of all denominations. The teachers also have 
increased from the number of 4,155 in 1865 to 4,439 in 1866, and the scholars from 
35,566 in 1865 to 37,215 in 1866. The table No. 20 furnishes particular details as to 
the relative numbers attending the various denominational schools; and it is satisfactory 
to observe that such an active and beneficial agency is at work in the dissemination of 
intellectual culture and religious trainmg. There were on an average eight children to 
each teacher in 1866. 


Day Schools. 


The children in the Protestant and Roman Catholic orphan schools number 510 
This is 15 in excess of the previous year’s returns. 

The expenditure amounted to 8,332/. 6s. 3d., against 7,500/. 5s. 4d. the year previous. 

It is a lamentable fact that the Destitute Children’s Asylum shows an increase of over 
100 inmates, compared with 1865, viz. :— 


1865 =. = - - §53 
Increase - ~ - lol 
1866 - - - - 654 





The Government contributions are largely in excess of the previous year, whilst the 
voluntary contributions have not met with the same spirit of liberality :— 


—— Government. 











Voluntary. Total. 
£ os. a. £ os. a. £ os. ad. 
1865 ° . 2,433 138 4 3,979 15 3 6,413 8 7 
1866 - - 7,526 12 6 3,042 4 5 10,568 16 11 
Increase - 5,092 19 2 — 4155 8 4 
Decrease - — 937 10 10 — 


The Board of National Education and the Denominational School Board were 
dissolved at the end of the year by the Act of Parliament 30 Victoria, No. 22. 


The number of Schools, Teachers, and Scholars of these institutions for the past two 
years are appended :— | 











Schools, 
1865. | 1866. | Increase. 
Denominational - - *351 378 27 
National - - - 268 272 4 
Total - ‘ 619 650 31 





The Teachers have gradually increased as follows :— 








Schools. 
1865. | 1866. Increase. 
Denominational « - 445 505 60 
National - - - 386 404 18 
Total - - 831 909 78 


¢ * Twenty-two of these schools were closed during the year. 


= — ——— 
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The Scholars of both systems show an increase of over 5,000, viz. :— 
Schools. 
_ 1865. | 1866 | _ Increase 
Denominational - - 23,746 27,709 3,963 
National - - - 18,126 19,258 1,132 
Total- -| 41,872 46,967 5,095 





Under the Denominational system, each school averaged 73 scholars. 

Under the National system, each school averaged 67 scholars. 

The aid from Government in support of Denominational Schools amounted to 
40,4121. 2s. 1d. (inclusive of 828/. 15s. 5d. from Clergy and School Estates), or at the 
rate of 11. 9s. 2d. per head; and from voluntary contributions, 18,800/. 3s. 2d., or at the 
rate of 13s. 64d. per head. | 

For the support of National Schools the State contributed 40,828/. 15s. 5d., or at the 
rate of 2/. 2s. 43d. per head. The receipt from voluntary contributions. was 13,424d. 3s. 6d., 
or 13s. 114d. per head. : 

The University of Sydney had the attendance of 38* students, against 43 the year 
before. The receipts were, from Government, 5,000/., and from voluntary contributions, 
&c., 6,226/. 13s. 9d., making a total of 11,2267. 13s. 9d. 

St. Paul’s CoJlege has 11 students, against 8 the year before. 
amounted to 810/., of which sum 650/. came from the State. 

St. John’s College remains with the same number of students as in 1865, viz., 8. 
The receipts from Government amounted to 500/., and from other sources 3001. 

The Sydney Grammar School had the attendance of 14 teachers (6 engaged the whole 
time, and 8 engaged for particular lessons) to impart tuition to 114 scholars. This 
shows a decrease on the return of the previous year of 2 teachers, and in the average 
attendance 27 scholars. ‘Towards the support of this school the State contributed 
1,500/. (endowment), and the receipts from other sources were 2,056/. 10s., of which 
sum 2,002/. 10s. were school fees. 

The private schools number 498, with an attendance of 11,292 scholars. 

Altogether there are now in the Colony 1,155 schools, with an attendance of 59,594 
scholars, of which 31,183 are boys, and 28,411 girls. 


The receipts 


The number of schools and scholars in the Colony during the last five years is 
appended. | 


Scholars. 
Year. Schools. ed te a 

Male. , Female. | Total. 
1862 - - 925 22,125 | 20,086 | 42,211 
1863 - - 976 24,511 22.299 | 46,810 
1864 - -| 1,022 25,297 | 23,130 | 48,497 | 
1865 - -| 1,069 27,867 25,586 53,453 
1866° - -| 1,185 31,183 | 28411 59,594 


The total amount paid from the Treasury in 1866 for the support of Educational 
Institutions was 104,599/. 16s. 3d., or at the rate of 4s. 10d. per head of the population, 


Crime. 


The commitments for trial to the higher Courts of Justice in 1866 are in excess of 
the previous year, as will be observed from this table :— 


* Matriculated students attending lectures, 34. Matriculated students who obtained dispensations exempting 
them from attending lectures, 2. Non-matriculated students, 2. Total, 38, 
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Supreme Court— No. No. No. 
Felonies - . - - 166 222 56 
Misdemeanors’ - - - 50 57 

Total - - 216 279 

Courts of Quarter Sessions— 

Felonies - - - - 717 741 
Misdemeanors” - - - 190 235 
Total - - 907 976 

General Total - - 1,123 1,255 





Taking the mean of the triennial periods, 1861-3 and 1864-6, a slight difference 
of 0°002 per 1,000 of the population in favour of the former period will be observed, 





VIZ. :— 
1861 to 1863 -  - = - 2°371 per 1,000 of the population. 
1864 to 1866 -. ° ~ 2°369 99 99 
Difference’ - - 0°002 ae = 
Convictions. The convictions in the higher Courts of Justice show a marked increase upon the 


returns since the year 1860. Beyond this period I think it unnecessary to introduce 
into this work. The year’s increase over 1865 is 84, as follows :— 





— 1865. 1866. Decrease. Increase. | 














Supreme Court— No. No. No. No. 
Felonies - - - - 105 150 — 45 
Misdemeanors - - - 22 34 — 12 

Total - “ 127 184 | ee 57 

Courts of Quarter Sessions— 

Felonies - - - - 439 433 6 — 
Misdemeanors’ - 120 153 —< 33 
Total - : 559 | 586 | 6 33 

General Total - -| 686 | 770 | 6 90 


A difference of 0°362 per 1,000 of the population in favour of the period 1861-3, 
compared with 1864-6, will be seen as follows :— 


1861-3 - - 7 - 1°327 per 1,000 of the population. 
1864-6 = " - ™ 1°689 9 99 
Difference - - 0°362 fs - 
Ratio of com- The following table will give the proportion the commitments, as well as the con- 
mitments and 


convictions to victions, bore to the population from 1860 to 1866. 
population. eee 





Proportion to Population. 


Population 








Year, | at the middle of para eee Commitments. ! Convictions. 

the Year. pices 

Ratio per Ratio per 
1.000. Or, | 1,000. Or, 

1860 330,840 685 408 2°070 1 in 483 1°224 1 in 817 
1861 353,332 820 437 2°321 1 ,, 431 1°237 1 ,, 808 
1862 365,741 879 514 2°403 1 ,, 416 1°405 1, 711 
1863 371,160 887 497 2°389 1 ,, 418 1°339 1 ,, 746 
1864 385,893 975 590 2° 526 1 ,, 395 1°528 1 ,, 654 
1865 402,163 907 686 2°255 1 ,, 443 1-705 1 ,, 586 
1866 419,695 976 770 2°325 1 ,, 430 1-834 1 ,, 545 


soe 
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Of the committals— 61° per cent. in 1860, i SouTH 
53° at. 1861, Bais 
58° es 1862, : 
56° o 1863, 
60° vs 1864, 
13° - 1865, and 
19 1866 

were brought home to conviction. 
Summary Jurisdiction. 
The apprehensions throughout the Colony numbered 16,004, of whom 12,194 were 
males and 3,810 females. 
The indictments preferred against the offenders were,— Offences, 
—_— Males. | Females. 
Offences against the person - 4,990 2,242 
Ditto property - 3,877 721 
Drunkenness - - - 3,327 847 
In all - -| 12,194 3,810 
The investigations by the Magistrates into the various cases resulted as follows :— Result of in- 
: vestigation. 
Convicted. Committed for Trial. Discharged. 
Males. | Females. | Males. Females. : Males. | Females. 
Offences against the person - - - | 3,190 1,737 233 25 1,567 480 
Ditto property - - - | 1,532 372 924 99 1,421 250 
Drunkenness’ - - - - - | 1,716 380 — — 1,6}1 467 
Total - - ' .! 6438 | 2,489 | 1,157 | 124 | 4,599 | 1,197 





Of the males, 53° per cent. were convicted, 9° per cent. committed to trial, and 38° per 
cent. discharged. 


Of the females, 65° per cent. were convicted, 3° per cent: committed to trial, and 
32° per cent. discharged. 


The following table will give the proportion the apprehensions bore to the population Ratio of appre- 
during the last eight years; and if it can be taken as an index to the moral state of sea eepag 
the community, it certainly goes to prove that a change for the better has taken place ”” 
during the last two years : — 





Ratio to Population. 
Year Population. | Apprehensions. |—-——--———— eae 
Per 1,000 Or, 
1859 330,860 18,018 54°458 1 in 18 
1860 330,840 19,193 68°013 1 ,, 17 
1861 353,332 16,737 47°368 Dec Zl 
1862 365,741 15,410 42°133 1 ,, 23 
1863 371,160 15,855 42°717 1 ,, 23 
1864 385,893 16,858 43-685 [ogee 
1865 402,163 15,687 39°006 1 ,, 25 
1866 419,695 16,004 38°132 1 ,, 26 
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TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


Imports and Exports. 
The tables that have been compiled, giving detailed accounts of the imports and © 
exports during the year, will show in a striking manner how dependent the Colony 
is upon foreign supplies of raw produce and manufactured articles. With a view to 
direct attention to some of the many imports which might be supplied by colonial 
enterprise, a selection has been made of the more prominent instances, showing the 


amounts annually expended for consumption. 


Acids. 


The imports for 1863 were valued at 5,035/., in 1864 3,4371., in 1865 4,328/., and in 
1866 2,952/. ; while the exports were in 1863 1,695/., in 1864 9761., in 1865 1,8862., and 
in 1886 they were valued at 606/. ‘The chief of these articles is sulphuric acid, which 
most valuable chemical agent is used in the manufacture of artificial manures, kerosen: 
oil, and in various other processes of the arts. It is satisfactory to be able to report tha: 
this highly important product is now made in the Colony quite equal in quality to tha: ' 
imported, and that the cost is even less than the English acid can be laid down for here. 
The consequence is that a considerable demand is springing up, and already we find 
it becoming an article of export. The principal ingredient in its composition is sulphur, 
which is obtained for this market from the South Sea Islands—1,500 cwt. having been 
imported thence during the year 1865, and 654 cwt. during 1866. There is, however, 
some expectation that it will be possible to collect and utilize the large quantities 
of sulphur which are yearly wasted in the reduction of the various minerals and ores in 
our mining districts. Considering the great variety of uses to which sulphuric acid 
is now applied, it is probable that this wili become a very important manufacture here, 
especially as this port has the advantage of more direct’ communication with the South 
Sea Islands, and the superior cheapness of coal here will enable us to produce it st 
a lower cost than any other of the Australian Colonics. 
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Apparel and Slops. 


There were imported to the value of 198,500. in 186%, to 192,112l. in 1865, and 
199,7602. in 1866. With the recent extraordinary development of machinery in the 
manufacture of clothing, it is rather surprising that so large a quantity of ready-made 
articles should be imported to this market, where there is a Jarge unemployed female 
population. The amount of Victorian-made clothing imported 1s considerable, having 
been valued at 29,545/. in 1865, and 10,134/. in 1866. ‘It would appear that there is an 
opening here for Colonial industry that would probably give employment to a large 
number of young females who have now become familiar with the sewing machines that 
have revolutionized this department of labour. 











Arrowroot and Sago. 


These valuable products were imported to the value of 2,819/. in 1864, 3,2771. in 
1865, and 2,804/. in 1866. The great bulk of this import was arrowroot alone ; but 
inasmuch as this article grows freely all over this Colony, it is to be hoped that we shall | 
be soon independent of foreign supplies. At the recent Intercolonial Exhibition held at 
Melbourne there were many samples of arrowroot shown by growers in the Hunter, the 
Clarence, and the Illawarra Districts. They attracted considerable attention in Victoria, 
and several specimens were awarded medals. ‘The quality of many of the samples was 
pronounced equal to the best West India, and the Victorian agriculturists considered that 
it would become an important article of New South Wales produce. ‘The manufacture 
is simple, and machines for the grating of the root are now to be had at a very low price, 
and it is essentially a domestic manufacture. It is to be hoped that attention will be 
turned to this natural product, so that instead of finding it among our imports it may 
take a position among our exports. 


Ammunition. 


Gunpowder is largely imported, showing a value of 20,143/. in 1864, of 32,460/. in 
1865, and 17,049/. in 1866. ‘The demand in the adjoining Colonics for mining purposes 
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is also very large. As nitre, the chief ingredient in this compound, 1s not produced here, aid SouTH 
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it is not probable that it will be manufactured in this Colony for some time to come; but 
there are some recently discovered substitutes used for explosive purposes, such as gun- 
cotton and nitro-glycerine, which are coming extensively into use. Either of these 
articles might be manufactured here with advantage, as the restrictions that are imposed 
upon the carriage of them by sea render the cost of them very great. As it is highly 
probable that this Colony will be the seat of a vast mining industry, attention should be 
directed to all the products employed in such operations. 


Arms— Guns. 


These articles have never yet been made in the Colonies, although the imports are 
large, vIZ., valued at 14,9727. in 1864, 32,460/. in 1865, and 17,049/. in 1866. The 
elaborate machinery, and the large amount of skilled labour required for the manufacture 
of fire-arms, forbid the expectation of its establishment here; but it is some satisfaction 
to know that when the time shall arrive for such enterprises we have iron of the finest 
quality for the purpose, abundance of coal to melt it, and timber admirably adopted for 
gun stocks. With such advantages, it is probable that New South Wales, in case of 
urgent need, would be called upon and would be able to supply arms for the whole of the 


Australian Colonies. 


Blankets. : 


This article was imported to the extent of 21,530/. in 1864, 12,913I. in 1865, and 
14,479]. in 1866. When it is remembered that this Colony exports upwards of 
30,000,000 Ibs. weight of wool annually, it appears strange that a manutactory for 
blankets has not been established here. In an article where the raw material forms so 
large a proportion of the cost, and which is not subject to any elaborate process of 
manufacture, it would appear that colonial industry was peculiarly applicable and must 
succeed. 


Candles—Sperm. 


These also form large articles of import; the value being in 1864 87,152/., in 1865 
34,8351. and in 1866 52,9561. It would be expected that a Colony which exported 
tallow to the extent of 75,810 cwt. in 1865 and 27,726 cwt. in 1866, might certainly 
produce all the candles necessary for its own consumption. But this is a remarkable 
instance of the power of capital and cheap labour; for the attempt to introduce the 
manufacture has been made both in this Colony and in Victoria, and it was found that 
the imported article could be sold at a cheaper rate than the home-made, although the 
tallow from which the foreign article was made had to perform the entire circuit of the 
globe. The extraordinary progress that is now made in the use of Kerosene oil for 
purposes of illumination has materially diminished the imports of sperm candles, and 
rendered the establishment of a colonial manufactory very improbable. 


Confections and Preserves. 


These were imported to the value of 37,9171. in 1864, 39,616/. in 1865, and 29,9201. 
+n 1866. There can be no doubt but that the domestic manufacture of these articles 1s 
very large, especially in the country. Considering that fruit is so abundant and cheap, 
and sugar also, it is rather surprising that the imports should be so large as they are. 
When our railways shall have placed us in more rapid communication with those parts 
of the Colony where all the English fruits are grown in perfection, we shall probably 
have colonial manufactures established that will render us independent of foreign supplies. 
At present, our imports from Tasmania are considerable. There is one preserve that 
surely ought to be produced here, namely marmalade. The orange grows in such 
luxuriance, and sugar is so cheap, that there can be no excuse for the importation of this 
favourite delicacy. Candied orange and lemon peel also ought to be produced in 
sufficient quantities for home consumption. There are various other products of the 
orange also that should attract the attention of the manufacturing chemist and perfumer. 


Cordage and Rope. 


_ There is a large demand for this article in the Colony, arising from the extensive 

employment of shipping. The imports in 1864 were 43,835/., in 1865 44,435/., and in 

1866 12,5541. The raw materials -of cocoa-nut fibre and New Zealand flax could be 
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obtained in considerable quantities, but at present there is but a small demand. A rope 
manufactory has been established here, but not on a scale sufficient to influence the 
importations to any extent. It would be desirable to ascertain if there are any native 
products obtainable in large quantities suitable for cordage purposes, as the demand is 
constant, and likely to increase as mining enterprise is developed. 


Earthenware and China. 


The imports of this material are very large, having been in 1863 45,2441, in 1864 
40,243/., in 1865 53,520/., and in 1866 29,791/. This is also an article to the production 
of which it may be hoped and expected that colonial industry will be shortly directed. 
The large cost of importation, arising from the bulky character of the goods, and the 
great amount of breakage that takes place, is computed to double the English cost when 
delivered to consumers. There is no doubt but that the Colony possesses in abundance 
the raw matcrials for every description of China and earthenware, and the plant of this 
manufacture is not an expensive one, for pottery is chiefly the product of hand labour. 
Fuel is cheaper here than in any other of the Colonies, and there would probably be 
found skilled potters in our midst, who, in the absence of employment in their own trade, 
have taken up with other trades, but who would gladly enter in their own business wer: 
an opportunity afforded. This business would also give light and healthy employment 
to a large number of women and children. In the commoner description of China and 
earthenware it would appear that there is an opening for colonial manufactures, as there 
has been proved to be for coarse earthenware pipes, tiles, jars, chimney-pots, &c. These 
used to be imported to the extent of 1,884/. in 1863, 7810. in 1864, 420/. in 1865, and 
nil in 1866; but recently the colonial manufacture has quite driven the imported article 
out of the market. At the late Intercolonial Exhibition at Melbourne the specimens 
contributed by local makers were highly commended, and medals were awarded to 
them. 


Flour and Grain. 


As the import and export of these articles are treated of in another portion of this 
Report, under the head of Agriculture, it is unnecessary to enter upon them here. 


Fyruit— Dried. 


The imports amounted to 53,262/. in 1864, to 29,351/. in 1865, and to 63,2932. in 
1866. At present there is no attempt made to supply the home market from the 
productions of the Colony. It is certain that the Colony could produce raisins, dried 
apples, dried quinces, figs, almonds, dried peaches, and most of the other imported fruits, 
in great perfection, and samples have been exhibited for years past. It is to be hoped 
that, when population shall become more abundant, many of these smaller industries will 
take root, and add to the material prosperity of the Colony. 


Fruit— Green. 


This is a large item in our exports, amounting to 38,961/. in 1864, 57,5577. in 1865, 
and 46,708/. in 1866. It consists chiefly of oranges to Victoria and the neighbouring 
Colonies. It appears certain that our climate, which is so favourable to the growth of 
this delicious fruit, will secure us this large and profitable trade, which is capable of 
considerable expansion. ‘There are also various other products to be derived from the 
orange which deserve attention, as has been before mentioned. 


Furniture. 


This was imported in 1864 to the extent of 57,2111, in 1865 48,842/., and in 1866 
28,1097. Our exports of colonial manufactured furniture for the same periods were 
3,714/. in 1864, 2,305/. in 1865, and 2,286/. in 1866. Here again is an article which 
might be supposed, from its bulk, and from its variation in fashion, to be especially 
adapted for home manufacture, The timber of the Colony is admirably suited for 
ornamental purposes, and is far more durable than any imported material, but in spite of 
these advantages native industry cannot compete with imported articles. The only 
prospect there is for this manufacture being established here as a remunerative enterprise 
would appear to be by the application of machinery to its production on a large scale. 
By this means the neighbouring Colony of Victoria has set on foot local manufactures, 
which appear to prosper. : 7 
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Glass. 


The quantity of glassware imported in 1863 was 15,887/., in 1864 21,0312, in 1865 
40,451/., and in 1866 20,455/. In addition to these large items, there were imported 
plate and window glass to a large amount. It has long been known that this Colony 
possesses in abundance the finest materials for the manufacture of glass, with the single 
exception of soda ash, which can be imported at a cheap rate. The high rate of carriage, 
and the very large proportion of breakage that takes place in the importation of this 
article, would appear to offer a sufficient bounty for a local manufacture, and it is 
satisfactory to see that an attempt has been made in Sydney by the establishment of a 
ace works, which is now in operation. The quality of the article produced has been 

ighly approved, and it is to be hoped that this attempt will result in the development 
of a new and important industry in our midst. 


Hats, Caps, and Bonnets 


Were imported to the value of 48,6177. in 1864, 49,438/. in 1865, and 55,065/. in 
1866. From the very bulky nature of these goods, the import charges add enormously 
to their original cost. There is a small local manufacture springing up, aided by the 
a paruin of machinery. We hear also that, at the French Exhibition, very compact 
and complete machinery is exhibited for the manufacture of felt hats from Australian 
wool, in a remarkably short space of time. It is possible that such a process might be 
applied with success here, where the raw material could be had at such advantage. With 
reference to bonnets, however, the influence of fashion is so powerful that it is probable 
they will always continue to be imported in large quantities. 


Hosiery and Gloves. 


These articles were imported to the value of 35,926/. in 1864, 39,4077. in 1865, and 
40,959/. in 1866. There is no reported manufacture of either of these articles in the 
Colony. In the article of hose, which is eminently a domestic manufacture, and is 
capable of being carrigd on in the dwelling of the artisan, it is remarkable that no work- 
man should have set up a stocking frame. We have wool of the finest description, and 
shall shortly number cotton among our productions; so that, at no distant date, it is 
probable that these smaller departments of the clothing trade will be entered upon here, 
giving employment to numbers of youths of both sexes. In the article of gloves, 
although the demand is large, and the cost greatly augmented from the difficulty of 
importing them free from damp or mildew, yet as we do not produce the finer descrip- 
tions of leather, there is little prospect of this industry being established here. 


Hardware. 


The imports under this designation amounted to 262,868/. in 1864, to 289,692/. in 
1865, and 165,881/. in 1866. Buring the same period the exports were 123,494/. in 
1864, 125,505/. in 1865, and 2,338/. in 1866. We have no means of accounting for the 
. large falling off in the exports in 1866, but the magnitude of the trade in this branch 
should prompt the inquiry whether there are not many articles capable of being produced 
to advantage in the Colony. The colonial produce exported amounted to 2,439/. in 
1864, 4,094/. in 1865, and 2,338/. in 1866. There are iron and brass foundries in this 
city capable of turning out works of the greatest magnitude, or of the most delicate 
character, and there is a large trade done in machinery of various kinds. ‘Tinware 1s 
also produced to a considerable extent here, so it might be supposed that many articles 
of hardware could also be produced, if a beginning were once made. It is well known 
that in Birmingham, the manufacturing centre for hardware, a great variety of articles 
are made by individuals who work in their own homes, or who hire “‘ steam power” in 
small shops attached to large manufactories. For these independent labourers there would 
seem to be a favourable opening here, as they would save the whole of the intermediate 


profits. 
Instruments— Musical. 


The imports of pianofortes are very large, amounting to a value of 27,939/. in 1864, 
26,7121. in 1865, and 19,313/. in 1866. There can be no reason why this manufacture 
should not flourish here as it does in the neighbouring Colony of Victoria, where there 
are no less than four manufacturers, one of them turning out a large number of very 
excellent instruments, Of course the — materials are imported; but this Colony can 
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duced in any part of the world. The rapid growth of musical acquirement and taste 
promises that there must be an increasing demand for instruments. 


Iron and Steel. 


The import of these articles amounted to 148,152/. in 1864, 105,983/. in 1865, and 
106,87 1/. in 1866. It is nevertheless true that there is an iron mine of great richness 
within 75 miles of Sydney, and that a sum of 80,000/. has been expended in buildings 
and plant for the manufacture. The Fitz Roy Iron Mine is situated on the Great 
Southern Railway, and there is abundance of coal and limestone in the immediate vicinity. 
It is admitted that the ore is of a singularly pure and valuable quality, beg a brown 
hematite, containing 55°5 per cent. of metallic iron. Many hundred tons of iron have 
been made, of which castings of the finest character have been taken, and were exhibited 
at Paris in 1855, in London in 1862, and at the Melbourne Intercolonial Exhibition in 
1866, on all which occasions the quality of the iron was highly spoken of. The supply 
is unlimited. The works are now, however, at a stand-still for want of additional capital. 
Those connected with similar undertakings in England will be able to judge the demand 
which this manufacture makes upon capital; they will also be able to estimate the value 


' of such a mine in the immediate vicinity of a market where there is a certain prospect of 


an unlimited demand for the raw and manufactured product. It can be only a question: 
of time, for this must eventually become the centre of the iron produce for the Australian: 
Colonies. 


Lead. 


This article was imported to the extent of 11,019/. in 1864, 12,805/. in 1865, and 
6,690/. in 1866. The Colony possesses this mineral in various places, but as yet it has 
not been systematically worked. This is another of the gifts of Providence that awaits 
the hand of the practical miner and the assistance of the capitalist to be made a fruitful 
source of wealth. The quantity is stated to be quite ample for all the requirements of this 
and the adjoining Colonies, but the deposit is unfortunately at some distance from easy 
land or water carriage. 8 : 


Leather — Unmanufactured. 


In this article our exports considerably exceed our imports, the exports for 1865 being 
19,925/., and the imports 6,569/.; and for 1866 the exports were 13,794/., and the imports 
6,6617. From the large number of animals slaughtered in the Colony it was to be 
expected that hides, both raw and tanned, would be an important article of trade, and it 
is found that there is an increasing demand for colonial-manufactured leather. There is 
an opening, however, for the manufacture of roans, bazils, and parchment, none of which 
are at present produced here, although thousands of skins of sheep and kangaroos are 
annually exported, and a large number annually wasted. The demand, though not large, 
is increasing, and considering the small value of the raw skin, it would appear that the 
trade must be.a profitable one. 


Leather —Manufactured. ‘Boots and Shoes. | Sane 


These were imported in 1864 to the amount of 355,281/., in 1865 379,484/., and in 
1866 153,346/. It will be observed that there is a considerable falling off in the last 
year. ‘This is occasioned by the rapid rise of the home manufacture of these articles b 
machinery. It is highly probable that only the finer descriptions of boots and shoes wilk 
ere long be imported, and such as are sewn by hand. In this department of industry the 
Colony bids fair to be comparatively independent. The chief cause of the prosperity of 
this branch of trade is, that machinery performs so important a part in its production. It 
may, therefore, serve as an encouragement to all manufactures where machinery supplies 
the want of skilled labour. 


Matting and Rugs. 


The value of the imports for 1864 was 4,388/., 1865 12,937/., and in 1866 1,646). 
The facility with which cocoa-nut fibre could be obtained in this market has led to its 
being used in our prisons in the manufacture of coir mats and matting. The quality of 
the article is quite equal to any imported, and it is sold at a slightly less price. It would 
appear, therefore, that there is no prospect of this industry being likely to be taken up 
as a speculative industry ; but at the same time, as there are unhappily a very large 
humber of able-bodied ‘prisoners in our gaols, for whom this manufacture appears to 
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supply fitting and convenient employment, it is worth inquiry whether the quantity pro- 
duced could not be augmented, so as to’'do away with the necessity of such large impor- 
tations. - . 


Oil— Kerosene. 


In 1865 there were 217,061 gallons of this oil, valued at 42,226/., imported into this 
Colony ; and, in 1866, the value of the imports was 27,428/. It is very satisfactory to 
know that there is every probability of our shortly being independent of foreign supplies, 
for the shale from which the oil is extracted has been found in immense deposits at 
Hartley, at Wollongong, and in other localities. There are now no less than five manu- 
factories established. At the Hartley mine there were 1,500 tons of oil-bearing shale 
extracted in 1866, valued at 6,000/. The quantity of crude oil now extracted per week 
is 3,500 gallons, and the quantity extracted during 1866 was 182,000 gallons. The 
demand for this new illuminating agent is very large in all the Australian Colonies, and, 
as yet, this is the only Colony that bids fair to be able to supply it at a price that shall 
compete with the imported article. As soon as some difficulties in the manufacture are 
overcome, there is no doubt but this will prove a most valuable addition to our native 
products. 


Oil— Olive. 


This was imported to the value of 1,110/. in 1865, and 1,363/. in 1866. With a climate 
and soil in which the olive thrives luxuriantly it may be hoped that this is a manufacture 
which will ere long take root amongst us, for in those countries where it is carried on it is 
found even more lucrative than the cultivation of the grape. The fruit is also largely 
imported, although it has been proved that the colonial product is quite equal in every 
respect to the best prepared in France. 


Onions. 


It appears that this is an article both of import and export, for in 1864 the imports 
amounted to 4,180/., in 1865 3,572/., and in 1866 to 3;095/.; while in 1864 we exported 
to the value of 1,979/., and in 1865 4,083/. In the returns of exports they are valued at 
ll. per cwt. At this price they should be a profitable crop. Considering the facile 
terms on which land is now to be had, and the certain demand that there always is for 
this valuable root, it seems strange that it should continue to be imported-—it ought 
rather to be a large article of export. 


Oilmen’s Stores—-Pickles, §c. 


These were imported to the amount of 106,235/. in 1864, 88,391/. in 1865, and 99,621. 
in 1866. <A large proportion of these articles might be and ought to be made in the 
Colony. With a soil and climate capable of growing all the English fruits and vegetables, 
it is a reproach to our industry and enterprise that there is no manufactory for the 
preservation of fruit or the manufacture of roa Sugar is cheaper than in England, 
and in many parts of the Colony English fruits grow as well as they do in Tasmania, 
where large quantities of fruit are preserved and exported to this and the Victorian 


markets. The preservation of fruit is in Tasmania a highly important industry. The- 


Colony produces the earthenware jars necessary to preserve them for market at a very 
cheap rate, and there is no apparent reason why a large home trade should not spring up 
in this article. The same remarks will apply to pickles. Vinegar can be produced here 
in any quantity, and the necessary vegetables are all grown in as great or even greater 
perfection than in England. A manufactory of glass jars has just been started, so that 
there is every facility to hand. Pickles and preserves for home consumption are made 
both in South Australia and Tasmania, 


Pipes— Tobacco. 


The import of this article amounted in 1864 to 5,550/., in 1865 to 5,520/., and in 1866 
to 4,119/.; the greater proportion coming from Great Britain. It is probable that, 
although the Colony possesses the clay and even meerschaum or silicate of magnesia 
necessary for making the more expensive pipes, yet the perfection of machinery and the 
enormous production of the home factories, will for some time to come enable them to 
supply this market at a price with which colonial manufactures cannot compete. The 
article is mentioned to illustrate the extent of the market for such an apparently unim- 
portant trifle. 
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Perfumery. 


The imports in 1864 were 6,774/., in 1865 10,400/., and in 1866 5,389/. Attempts 
have recently been made, and with some success, to make perfumes from Australian 
plants. There are certain indigenous trees that yield very fragrant odours, and which 
may be found growing in the greatest profusion. ‘The most important is the Lucalyptus 
citroida, from the leaves of which the scent known as the Verbena can be procured in any 
quantity. The large cultivation of the orange, also, in the neighbourhood of Sydney, 
affords opportunities for the distillation therefrom of a variety of perfumes which have a 
large mercantile value. 


Potatoes. 


These were imported to the amount of 33,130/. in 1864, 36,118. in 1865, and no less 
than 60,312/. in 1866. The exports were 9,268/. in 1864, 13,732/. in 1865, and 16,1462. 
in 1866. Here again is an evidence of deficient industry, or of dormant enterprise. It 
is certain that the Hunter, the Illawarra, and Shoalhaven districts have fertile land 
enough, not only to supply the needs of this Colony, but to raise sufficient to enable us 
to export potatoes to other Colonies; yet it appears that we receive from them large 
supplies. It is to be hoped that the rapid progress of settlement under the new Land 


_ Act will soon rectify this state of things. 


Saddlery and Harness. 


The imports in 1864 were 49,244/., in 1865 60,676/., and in 1866 51,493/. There is 
at present a large home manufacture independent of these extensive importations, and it 
appears that the colonial manufacture is increasing in importance, arising from the spread 
of the employment of machinery. ‘There is, as will be seen, an opening for this manu- 
facture, and the more so as there are fashions peculiar to the country which can best be 
adapted on the spot. Manufacturers should know that there is abundance of leather of 
the best quality for harness purposes, both plain and enamelled. 


Salt, 


There have not yet been discovered any natural deposits of salt, so that it is vain to 
think of competing with the large and cheap importations which take place from 
England. The importations amounted to 33,339/. in 1864, to 31,587/. in 1865, and to 
5,932. in 1866. 7 | 


Soap. 


In this article the value of the imports of 1865 amounted to 1,886/., and in 1866 to 
2,331/., but during the same period there was exported in 1865 to the value of 11,255/., 
and in 1866 5,2351. 


Paper. 


Of this article there was imported, in 1865, the value of 81,926/., and in 1866 66,8461. 
The consumption of paper in this Colony is very large, especially of printing paper, to 
supply the numerous journals that are now published here. In the hope of supplying 
this demand a company has been established for the manufacture of printing paper, and 
a very substantial paper-mill has been erected on the George’s River, at Liverpool, and 
a plant of first-class machinery imported. It is to be hoped that this effort will succeed, 
as it will give employment to a large number of women and children, as well as to skilled 
artisans. ‘The supply of the raw material of rags is abundant from our own population, 
and as there is no other factory in the adjacent Colonies a further supply may be calculated 
on from thence, as soon as the article has a mercantile value. There can be no doubt 
but this is a most promising industry. The amount at present expended on the works is 
30,000/. ‘Ihe company hope to commence the manufacture in a few months. 


Timber. 


Although this Colony produces an unlimited quantity of timber of the most durable 
and ornamental character, yet we find that the imports from foreign countries are very 
large. In the year 1865 the amount imported, of all descriptions, was valued at 71,8154, 
and in 1866 was 22,977/. At the same time we exported cedar to the value of 8,135/. 
in 1865, and 13,968/. in 1866, and hardwood to the value of 21,675/. in 1865, and to 
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8,013/. in 1866. Our total exports of timber in 1865 were 36,1057. The most valuable New Sours 


timber that:this Colony possesses at present is the cedar, which is greatly in demand in 
the adjoining Colonies for the manufacture of ornamental furniture. There is no doubt, 
however, but there are other descriptions of timber of equal beauty, and that will 
eventually come into use. Considering the inexhaustible supply from the forests which 
are yet untouched, this must be regarded as a very important item in the wealth of 
the Colony. 


Tobacco. 


The imports of manufactured tobacco for the year 1865 were 1,295,427 lbs., valued 
at 132,519/. The value of the imports for 1866 was 74,484/. Of unmanufactured 
tobacco the imports were 184,948 Ibs, in 1865, valued at 12,610/., while the value of the 
import in 1866 was 17,090/. Cigars were imported to a value of 35,937/. in 1865, and 
13,790/. in 1866. In view of these enormous figures for a population of about 150,000 
males (for females and children must be excluded when considering the consumption of 
this article), we may perhaps find some explanation of the alleged inactivity and want of 
energy that has been stated to be a characteristic of the inhabitants of the Colony. But 
the above figures, large as they are, do not ie Sage the whole amount of tobacco con- 
sumed in the Colony, for there is a very large home manufacture, amounting to 8,619 cwt. 
in 1864, 8,006 cwt. in 1865, and 7,755 cwt. in 1866. The quantity imported, grown, and 
manufactured in the year 1865 gives a total supply of upwards of 16 lbs. a head to each 
of the 150,000 males assumed to be of age to become consumers of the article. It is 
not asserted that this amount was consumed, but that was the supply of the year. Con- 
sidering the large expenditure for this luxury, it is satisfactory to find that the taste of 
the population for the native-grown article is on the increase. The improvements that 
have been made in the manufacture, and the high price of the American growth, have 
combined to establish a demand for the home manufacture, especially in the country 
districts, which will eventually largely supplant foreign importations. 


Wine. 


The imports in 1864 were valued at 137,010/., in 1865 124,503/., and in 1866 at 
128,2027. At the same time, the exports were valued at 73,188/. in 1864, 61,136/. in 
1865, and 3,847/. in 1866. ‘The wine produced in the Colony during 1864 was 136,976 
gallons, in 1865 was 161,298 gallons, and in 1866 was 168,123 gallons. There is reason 
to believe that the taste for colonial wine is on the increase. ‘The planting of vineyards 
is becoming more popular, and the prejudices which have for a long time past hindered 
the progress of this important industry are being gradually dissipated. The opinions of 
competent judges, expressed at various Exhibitions of Wines of the growth of New South 
Wales, have been uniformly favourable. At the recent Intercolonial Exhibition at Mel- 
bourne, where a critical examination was made of their qualities, the highest testimonials 
were given them for their purity, their flavour, and their body. At a meeting of the 
Medical Society of Victoria, it was recommended unanimously that colonial wine should 
be administered in hospitals and pcg. in place of the imported ports and sherries that 
have hitherto been employed; and one wine specially noticed for this purpose was the 
growth of Albury, in the Murray River District n New South Wales. This district is 
also remarkable for the production of a high class and generous wine, which is much 
appreciated in the Colony of Victoria, where it has a considerable sale. The recent 
immigration of a large number of German residents from South Australia will also tend 
to increase the cultivation of the vine in this district. ‘The wines of the Hunter District 
are also rapidly acquiring repute. In the Colony of Victoria the consumption of colonial 
wine has been adopted to a much larger extent by the town population than has been 
the case in New South Wales, and it 1s rapidly on the increase. There is no doubt but 
the recent Exhibition there tended to stimulate this demand, and it would be desirable if 
some encouragement could be given to wine-growers in this Colony, to place a whole- 
some and invigorating beverage before the public. When one considers the enormous 
consumption of spirits and highly fortified wines in this Colony, and calculates the vast 
sums of money that are annually expended upon them, and the injurious results to the 
population, the desirability of spreading a taste for the pure and wholesome product of 
the Colony becomes very evident. The only reason that these wines are not in larger 
demand is, that the public generally are ignorant of their quality. It is to be hoped that 
increased attention will be paid to this valuable industry, and that before long the pro- 
ducts of our vineyards will form an — item In our exports. 
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New Sours Imports. 
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— The total value of articles imported was 9,403,192/. This amount is 1,232,3152. 
short of the importations last year, viz. :— | 





~ 


mone | 1865. | 1866. 

















£ £ 
From United Kingdom - - - ~ | 4,349,371 3,352,768 
» British Colonies - - “ - | 4,978,706 4,504,067 
» Foreign States - ° - - | 1,807,430 ] 646,357 
Total - - - - - | 10,635,507 9,403,192 


Our importations from the United Kingdom were nearly 1,000,000/. sterling less than 
1865, and from British Colonies over 474,000/. The imports from foreign states have 
increased by the sum of nearly 239,000/. sterling. 

- The imports were at the rate of 22/. 8s. 1d. per head of the population, and in 1865 
26/. 8s. 11d. per head. | 





Exports. 
The total value of exports shows a small increase upon the returns of the former 
year, viz. :— 7 
we | 1865. | 1866. 
£ £ 
To United Kingdom - - - - | 3,319,628 3,162,615 
,, British Colonies - - - - - | 6,045,856 | 6,466,038 
» Foreign States - ° - - - 198,334 285,186 
Total - - - : - | 9,563,818 | 9,913,839 


The exports averaged 23/. 15s. 7d. per head of the population in 1865, and 23/. 12s. 5d. | 
per head in 1866. 

From the ports in the Colony the export of articles of colonial produce amounted. in 
value to 6,057,585/., and during the last ten years the articles of colonial produce 
amounted to 44,174,730/. This amount would be considerably augmented were the 
values of the articles exported overland in years gone by recorded in the office. 


Shipping—Inwards. 


. Both the inward and outward shipping returns show a large increase in number and 
tonnage, compared with the records of any previous period. 
Increase in 10 Since 1857 the vessels that have visited the ports in the Colony have increased very 
close upon a thousand in number, whilst the tonnage has more than doubled. 
aeavdis The arrivals during the last five years are appended :— 


| Number. | Tonage. 





s 





1862 - : : 1,493 454,837 
1863 : : : 1,494 479,827 
1864 2 : : 1,849 607,168 
1865 ‘ : : 1,912 635,888 
1866 . : : 2,099 730,354 


Percentageof 57 per cent. of the arrivals were at the port of Sydney, 37 per cent. at Newcastle, 

arrivals at —_and 6 per cent. at Grafton, Eden, and Richmond. 

Aeiwale wih 1,216 vessels arrived with cargoes, and 883 in ballast, 770 being at the port of New- 

cargoes, &c. castle, the principal coaling depot of the Australian Colonies. 

Nationality, Of the arrivals, 1,962 vessels were British, of the measurement of 673,392 tons, with 

British. an aggregate crew of 35,091 men. This would give, on an average, nearly 18 seamen 
to every vessel, or one seaman to every 19 tons, Each vessel averaged 343 tons. 
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Then comes 137 foreign vessels, of 56,962 tons measurement, with an aggregate crew New Soutu 
ais of 1,790 men. This would give, on an average, 13 seamen to each vessel, or one seaman WALES. 
“ae to every 31 tons. Each vessel averaged 415 tons. Foreign. 

From the foregoing figures, it will be observed that the British vessels were manned Manning of 

vessels. 
































- far superior to the foreign ones. 
Outwards. 
As a matter of course, the outward shipping has increased in the same ratio as the 
inward shipping. 
The number of vessels cleared at ports in the Colony was 2,259, of an aggregate of Clesrances. 
784,381 tons. Of these, 2,117 were British, of the measurement of 727,525 tons, with 
an aggregate crew of 38,108 men; and 142 were foreign vessels, of an aggregate of 
56,856 tons, and 1,811 seamen. 
Only 115 vessels, of 40,074 tons, left in ballast, whilst 2,144 vessels, of an aggregate Departures 
of 744,307 tons, left with cargoes. ae ai 
’ The vessels that left the ports in ballast were 110 British, of 38,329 tons, and five nationality of 
- foreign, of 1,745 tons. oo 
s The principal countries and colonies to which the vessels were bound were :— Cente 
$$ vic 
eee Britigh. Foreign. ai a 
as 3 No. Tons. No. Tons. 
| Chili - ? é : -| -20 9,800 10 3,518 
- China - : , é -| 93 50,176 37 14,462 
Great Britain - - - - 40 35,427 1 71] 
Java - - . . - 9 3,931 14 6,518 
New Zealand - > - -| 403 115,339 7 1,836 
Queensland - - = - | 3883 119,509 — — 
Russia - ° - - 7 33 13,357 8 3,014 
South Australia - - - | 199 65,654 3 _ 6382 
South Sea Islands - - . 48 10,202 6 2,418 | 
Tasmania - - - - 98 23,693 2 364 
United States - : Z -| 47 23,572 2 724 
Victoria : : : -| 655 205,047 4 1,374 
The remaining vessels directed their compasses to different parts of the globe. 
| Not a single vessel, out of the many hundreds that visited the port of Newcastle in peosrtures 
‘i ballast, left without a freight of goods, as will be observed from this table :— er al 
ee castle. 
t ane With Cargoes. | In Ballast. Nationality. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 
British :— 
| Sydney - : . -| 989 | 389,075 98 33,418 
{ Newcastle - - - - 936 284,492 — — 
Grafton, Eden, and Richmond - 82 15,629 12 4,911 
Total, British —- - | 2,007 | 689,196 | 110 38,329 
Foreign :— — | 
Sydney - - - - 81 31,028 5 1,745 
Newcastle - - - - 56 24,083 eas — 
Total, Foreign  - ~| 187 55,111 6 | 1,745 
General Total - ~| 2144 | 744,307 | 115 | 40,074 
The departures are in excess of the arrivals, as follows :— | Excess of 
jalan 
_—— Number. | Tonnage. | Crews. Prager 
Vessels Inwards - “ - 2,099 730,354 36,881 
Vessels Outwards . a 2,259 784,381 | 39,919 
Excess of Departures - 160 54,027 3,038 
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eri | PART IV. 
| Minis anno MANUFACTURES. 
Mille, The number of mills for grinding and dressing grain has fallen off from 175 in 1865 


to 159 in 1866. The number is but two.in excess of the returns for 1857. In 1860 there 
. were 193 mills. 
Manufactories, © The manufactories, works, &c., number 2,389, against 2,133 the year before, classified 
works, &e. as follows :— 


*Connected with or dependent upon agriculture _ - - - 1,125 
Working on raw materials the production of the pastoral interest - 250 
Manufacture of articles of food of which the raw material is not 





the produce of agriculture, and of articles of drink - - 37 
Building materials and plastic manufactures - - - 361 
Machine manufactories — - - - . - - 108 
Miscellaneous works, &c. - - - - - 508 
Total number - - - 2,389 
Woollens. Two woollen manufactories turned out 172,720 yards, against 145,707 yards the 


year before. 


During the last ten years 1,118,314 yards were manufactured, of which 514,717 yards 
were recorded during the first quinquennial period, and 603,597 yards the second 
quinquennial period. | 

Soap. The manufacture of soap is on the decline. In 1864, 74,900 cwt. was manufactured ; 
‘in 1865, 71,896 cwt.; and in 1866, 68,456 cwt. 

Twenty-six establishments were in existence in 1864, and also 1865, and in 1866, 

twenty-three. 


Tobacco. Notwithstanding the duty of 2s. and 1s. per Ib. respectively upon imported tobacco, 
manufactured and unmanufactured, there is a falling off in the manufacture of the 
colonial weed since 1864, viz. :— : 


1864 - : - - 8,619 cwt. 
1865 - - - = 8,006 9 
1866 : : : ee os 
There were 3Y establishments in 1864, 33 in 1865, and 37 in 1866. 
Boiling-down The high price of meat, both here and in the sister Colonies, has had its effect upon 
bel the boiling-down system. ‘This is the only year during the last decade that sheep were 


free from the pot; and only 2,868 head of cattle were slaughtered for tallow, against 


44,103 head the year previous. The production of tallow is consequently remarkably 
small compared with former years, viz. :— oe 





| Slaughtered. 

Tallow 

| produced. 

| Sheep. Cattle. 

| No. No. Cwt. 
1864 - - - 39,927 60,090 75,241 
1865 * - - 10,006 _ 44,103 73,703 
1866 - - - | — 2,868 19,416 





It should be observed that a large quantity of the tallow produced is from the refuse 
from butchers’ shops. 

Fifty-seven establishments were in existence in 1864, 52 in 1865, and 45 in 1866. 

In 1864, 4,569 pigs produced 19,736 lbs. of lard; in 1865, 2,763 pigs produced 
10,182 lbs.; and in 1866, 1,026 pigs produced 6,284 lbs. 


rr a a ee 


* Exclusive of 159 mills for grinding and dressing grain. 
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NEw SOUTH 


PART V. WALES, 


a 


PRODUCTION. 


The quantity of gold brought to the Mint by escort has been on the decline of late Gold by 
years, and each successive year since 1862 shows a marked falling off in the returns from “°° 
each of the gold districts, viz. :— 





Western District. , Southern District. Northern District. Total. 
| 

Quantity. | Value. ! 
i 


Quantity.| Value. Belch Value. | Quantity. Value. 
| 


Ozs. £ Ozs. D Ozs. £ Ozs. : 
1862 - - - | 321,720| 1,219,752 | 225,576 | 886,717| 28,242 | 106,065| 575,538 | 2,212,534 
1863 - - - | 215,443] 818,741 | 170,766} 669,700} 37,198 | 140,607 | 423,407 | 1,629,049 
1864 - - - | 149,709| 562,425 | 139,270! 544,253) 27,450 | 104,491 | 316,429; 1,211,169 
1865 - - - | 141,251 536,395 | 117,319] 457,288) 22,240 | 84,222) 280,810! 1,077,905 
1866 - - - | 180,835| 499,794 | 88,810) 345,486; 21,844 | 83,045! 241,489| 928,275 


Since 1862, the receipts have fallen off to the weight of 334,049 ounces, of the value 
of 1,284,259/. 





The miners’ rights issued also show a corresponding decrease, viz. :— Miners’ rights. 
a 
a | Number. 
1862 - , Z - | 25,088 | 
1863 - e ‘ : 20,648 | 
1864 - : : : 15,508 
1865 - : : : 15,458 | 
1866 - : - -| *13,905 | 


The gold averaged in the Western district 3/. 16s. 4d. per oz.; in the Southern Average price 
district, 3/. 17s. 9d. per oz. ; and in the Northern district, 3/. 16s. per oz. of gold per oz, 


Coal Mines. 


The coal mines were actively worked during the year. The quantity raised weighed Coal rained 
774,238 tons, of the value of 324,049/. This rexceeds the previous year’s operations by “™ “"* 
188,713 tons, valued at 49,745/. 


Over half a million of tons were shipped to the Australian Colonies and Foreign States, Coatshipped to. 
as follows :— 











—— : Tons. tome | Vale Value. 
| 
| 
Victoria - . . - | 143,746 67,908 : 
New Zealand - - - - 95, 446 47,194, 
Queensland - - - - | 10, 406 5,039 
Tasmania - - - - 13,203 6,095 
South Australia - - - i | 81,079 32,708 
| Singapore - - - - 11,604 7,134 | 
| Hong Kong : - - =| 15,512 13,412 | 
Shanghai - - - -; 63,593 45,701 
Petropaulovski - - - - | 11,984 | 10,382, 
_ United States - - - - 48,242 29,075 | 
| Java - - - - -, 11,999 7,657 | 
| Valparaiso - - - 21 8, 044 7,687 . | 
: Twelve other places - - -! 26 047 20,596 | 
| \i——__— 
: Total - - - 640, 905 ss ai 300,588 


ee a ee ee ee ee oe ee er ee ey ee 


There were Ewontycive mines, five of hich 4 were Inactive, against twenty-four the Mines. 
year before. 





* The miners’ rights issued in the Adelong and Araluen districts for the last half of the year could not be | 
ascertained. The figures for the first half of the year have been substituted. 
20044, 
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New SoutTH 


ay Of late years greater attention has been paid to the working of the copper mines. In 
ALES. 


1865, 1,943 tons of ore were raised, valued at 37,345/. The returns for this year are 
Copper mines. too Incomplete to admit of comparison, but at the Cadai and Icely mines in the Orange 
district, 1t appears there were 304 tons.of ore raised, of the value of 23,390/.; and at the 
Currowang mine near Goulburn, 947 tons were raised, but the value is not returned. 


Kerosene shale 

















Export of The quantity of copper and ore exported in 1866 was, to 
copper. Sen, te 
Great Britain— ? £ 
Copper - o - 255 tons, value 18,905 
Ore - i - a: 20° ” 99 1,800 
Total - - 275 , 4, 20,705 
Victoria—_ | 
Copper ore - - 23 ,, ‘5 85 
In all - - 277% ,, 5 20,790 
Oil mines. The discovery of oil mines in the districts of Hartley, Wollongong, and Camden, 


has added a new and important feature in the Colony’s history. 
It appears from the returns of 1865—the first year of their introduction into the 


vanes tables—that 710 tons of Kerosene shale were raised, of the estimated value of 2,450/. 

Hartley In 1866, the Hartley Kerosone Oil and Paraffine Company raised at their mine 1,500 

Kerosene Oil tons of shale, valued at 6,000/. ‘The weekly production of crude oil by this company 

Company. amounts to 3,500 tons, making a total quantity for the year of 182,000 tons. 

Weiser The Western. Kerosene Oil Company has not yet commenced active operations, 

ie Oil awaiting the receipt of the machinery from England, but 97 tons, of the value of 3922, 
mii were raised as samples, to show the quality of the article to consumers. 

ae neene At the Wollongong mine, 1,173 tons were raised, valued at 1,759. 


Occupiers of 
lard. 


Holdings. 


Average pos- 
session of 


Five manufactories are in course of erection, and when in thorough working order will 
give an impetus to mining operations. 

It is a matter of regret that the Fitzroy iron mine, producing material of an excellent 
quality, was not worked during the year. In 1865, 4,000 tons of ore were raised, of the 
value of 1,500/. 


Agriculture. 


The number of occupiers of land (excluding those occupied for pastoral purposes) 
increased from 22,509 1n 1865, to 24,629 in 1866; of these, 15,173 were freeholders, and 
9,456 were leaseholders. ‘The freeholders have increased at the rate of nearly 10° per 
cent., and the leaseholders nearly 9° per cent. 

The total extent of land held increased from 7,277,2554 acres m 1865, to 7,448,2003 
acres in 1866, the increase being 170,945, or 2°35 per cent. With respect to tenure, 
4,916,916 acres, or 66° per cent. of the whole area occupied, were held in freehold; and 
2,531,283 acres, or the remaining 34: per cent., were leaseholds. : 

Upon an average, each freeholder possesses 324 acres, and each leaseholder has 
possession of 267 acres. With respect to cultivation, the freeholders had barely 6: per 


holders. 
cent. of their land under crop, and the leaseholders 63 per cent.; nevertheless, it is 
noticeable that the cultivation of the land is largely on the increase, 452,850 acres 
having been turned up by the plough in 1866, against 381,400} acres during the year 
1865, the increase being 71,450 acres, or 18°73 per cent. 

Enclosed The enclosed lands not in cultivation have Increased from 1,980,547 acres in 1865, to 

ne 2,374,2012 acres in 1866, being an increase of 393,654¥% acres, or 19°87 per cent. 

Unenclosed The lands unenclosed decreased from 4,915,308} acres in 1865, to 4,621,148 acres in 

lands, 


Acreage under 
crop. 


1866, the decrease being 294,159? acres, or nearly 6 per cent. 

The quantity of land under crop was 451,225} acres, against 378,254% acres in 1865. 
This is an increase of 72,9702 acres, or 19°29 per cent. on the acreage under crop in the 
previous year. | 

It is gratifying to be able to remark that since the foundation of the Colony, in no 


Wheat for 

grain. single year has the wheat crop been so large nor the produce been so great as during 
1866, the acreage sown being 175,0332 acres, with a produce of 2,226,027 bushels, 
against 131,6531 acres, producing 1,013,863 bushels, the year before. ‘The produce per 
acre in 1866 was 12 bushels 43 lbs., against 7 bushels 42 lbs. in 1865. 

Produce per The greatest average produce per acre was in 1856 and 1858, when the yield was 


acre. 


nearly 165 bushels per acre. 


The lowest was in 1863 and 1865, when the yield was 
about 72 bushels per acre. 


=~" 
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The ratio of produce to the population was in 1864 3 bushels 10 lbs. per head, in New Sovtu 
1865 2 bushels 27 Ibs, per head, and in 1866 5 bushels 5 Ibs. per head. Taking seven WAtes. 
bushels per head as the average rate of consumption, including seed wheat, we have not produce to 
yet succeeded in growing enough for our own requirements, being about two bushels short population. 
per head. It is satisfactory to know, however, that the large harvest in the neighbouring 
Colonies of Victoria and South Australia, both of which Colonies have grown during last 
year a surplus, can make up for any deficiency here. It is to be hoped, also, that the 
extended settlement of population on the soil, and the progress that is now making with 
our railways, will in future render us independent of foreign supplies. 

The maize crop for grain shows a large increase on the quantity grown during the Maize for 
previous year. In 1866 119,519 acres were sown with seed, against 113,442} acres the &*"™ 
year before, being an increase of 6,0724 acres, or 5°25 per cent. The produce amounted 
to 3,878,064 bushels, or 32 bushels 24 lbs. per acre, being in excess of the previous year 
of 1,118,160 bushels, or 8 bushels 5 lbs. per acre. The yield of the crop of 1865 was 
remarkably small, only averaging 24 bushels 19 lbs. per acre. There is one product of 
maize to which it would be desirable if more attention was directed, namely, maizena, or 
corn flour, as it is sometimes called, which is an admirable substitute for arrowroot. 

This preparation of maize is largely imported here from England, and a manufactory of 
it has recently been established in Paramatta. There have been two manufactories at 
work in Melbourne, which are supplied with the grain from this Colony, producing 
maizena for home consumption at a price which docs not permit importation of foreign 
supplies. If this is possible in Melbourne, where they have to import the grain from 
here, it would appear certain that there is an opening for such a manufacture here. | 

The barley crop also exbibits a very considerable increase on the crop of the previous Barley for 
year, the figures being, 1866, 6,211 acres; 1865, 5,843 acres; being an increase of &""™ 
3671 acres. The produce was 91,741 bushels, or 33,371 bushels in excess of the previous 
year. At the same time, it is worth notice that the imports of malt were 44,408 bushels 
in 1865, valued at 21,892/., and 48,539 bushels in 1866, valued at 23,822/. It is well 
worth consideration whether, with such a demand, more attention should not be paid to 
the cultivation of barley, for there can be no doubt that when our railway system is 
extended into districts where the climate is more suitable for the brewing of becr, this 
industry will become an important one. 

The breadth of land sown with oats for grain amounted to 14,9143 acres in 1866, Outs for grain. 
avainst 10,939 acres the year before, the increase being 3,9754 acres. The produce 
amounted to 304,028 bushels, being 188,023 bushels in excess of the previous year. The 
average yield to the acre was 20 bushels 15 lbs. in 1866, while in 1865 it was only 10 
bushels 24 lbs. Here, too, it is satisfactory to notice increased activity in the cultivation 
of the soil, which tends to show that the population is gradually settling down to perma- 
nent occupations, and developing the real wealth of the country. ‘This is by tar the 
largest crop of oats that was ever grown in the Colony. 

The quantity of land under cultivation for potatocs was 18,806# acres in 1866, against Potato crop. 
15,2093 in 1865, the increase being 3,600 acres. ‘The yield was 43,869} tons, or 12,502} 
tons in excess of 1865. The average crop was 2 tons 6 cwt. to the acre, while in 1865 
it was 2 tons 1 cwt. There has been a very large increase in the cultivation of this 
valuable crop during some years past, there being double the quantity of land now applied 
to it that there was in 1858, when there were 8,006 acres planted, giving a crop of 21,491 
tons. But large though this increase is, it has not kept pace with the requirements of the 
population, for there were imports of potatoes from Victoria, Tasmania, and New Zealand, 
to the amount of 9,904 tons, valued at 60,312/., during the year 1866. It is, therefore, 
evident that there is a large field for greater enterprise in the cultivation of this important 
root, which ought to appear among our exports instead of being largely imported. 

The quantity of land under hay was 74,742% acres in the year 1866, against 61,9094 Hay crop. 
acres in 1865, showing an increase of 12,833} acres over the previous year. The produce 
was 118,010 tons, against 54,230 tons in 1865, showing an increase of 63,780 tons, or 
more than 100 per cent. The average to the acre was 1 ton 11 cwt. in 1866, and in 
1865 only 17 cwt. to the acre. This is an article of export, the amount of 2,843} tons 
having been exported in 1865, valued at 16,5897, and 2,1564 tons in 1866, valued 
13,1497. The chief market for our hay is Queensland, and it is an article for which 
_ the demand is likely to be constant. With the facilities this Colony possesses for growing 
lucerne upon the alluvial bottoms, it should be a large article of export. 

It is to be regretted that this article does not appear among the productions of the Cotton. 
past year. In the year ending 31 March 1865, there was reported to be 175} acres 
under crop, producing 29,012 lbs. of cotton. In the year ending March 1866, there 
were only 11 acres, yielding 380 Ibs. ; _ last year the cultivation appears to have 

2 





New SoutTuH 
WALES. 


Tobacco. 


Sugar-cane 
crop. 


Green food 
for cattle. 


Gardens and 
orchards. 


Vineyards. 


56 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 


ceased altogether. The returns to hand do not give the reason for this falling off, but it 
is doubtless in consequence of the reduction in price on the reopening of the American 
market. But while the production of this Colony has ceased, the neighbouring Colony 
of Queensland has gone largely into the cultivation, and cotton now forms a considerable 
item in the exports thence. a 

The tobacco crop is smaller this year than the previous, there having been 1,326} 
acres under crop, against 1,499 acres for the year 1865. The produce was 2,477 cvwt., 
against 7,469 cwt. in 1865, being a decrease of 4,992 cwt. Notwithstanding this 
decrease, the taste for colonial-grown tobacco is gradually spreading, especially in the 
country districts. The reason of the falling off is doubtless in consequence of the very 
large imports that took pluce on the cessation of the American war; but the high price 
that prevailed during that period had the effect of stimulating the colonial product, and 
establishing a trade that promises to become a permanent one, especially as the manu- 
facture has recently been very much improved. 

The cultivation of the sugar-cane has lately attracted considerable attention, and it 
now begins to show prominently amongst the returns. The year 1864 was the first year 
when it was noticed in the annual reports, and the progress since then has been as 
follows :— 

For the year ending 31 March 1864, 2 acres, producing 280 lbs. 


1865, 22) ,, : 4,478 lbs, 
1866, 141 ,, . 5,700 lbs. 
1867, 116} ,, » 17,780 Ibs. 


It will be observed that, although the plantation was not so large in 1865-6 as in 1866-7, 
the produce is considerably larger, from the canes in the latter year coming into bearing. 
This is probably the case in some of the districts named in the present returns, viz. :— 
Tweed River, three acres; Brisbane Water, 27 acres; and Port Macquarie, 474 acres, 
amounting together to 77 acres under cultivation, but no produce is returned ; probably 
the crops had not arrived at maturity at the date of the return. At Kiama 13 acres are 
reported under crop, but only 40 lbs. of sugar have been made. ‘There is no doubt that 
a great deal of attention has lately been directed to this important product, and that the 
result will be seen shortly in the extended production of colonia] sugar, either from the 
sugar-cane or from the beet-root. It is stated that experiments at Kiama and at Port 
Macquarie have shown that a product of three tons of sugar can be obtained from one acre 
of sugar-cane. Samples of the sugar have been exhibited, and have been much approved. 
Considering the vast amount of sugar consumed in the Colony—the imports for 1865 
being valued at 534,953/., and for 1866 at 614,848/.—-it is highly important that every 
effort should be made to encourage its growth and manufacture. ‘There is every reason 
to believe that the climate and the soil in many parts of this Colony are admirably 
adapted to the plant, and it is to be hoped the efforts now making to establish this industry 
on a large scale will meet with success. 

The quantity of land laid down in green food for cattle was 21,1124 acres, being a 
little short of the acreage of the previous year, namely 21,2524 acres. 

Gardens and orchards, and all other in crop, amounted to 15,219 acres in 1866, 
against 12,2384 in 1865. These show a gradual yearly increase, and when the maturity 
and growth of the trees are considered, must indicate a very large augmentation in the 
fruit production of the Colony. From this circumstance, and from the facilities that will 
be afforded when the railway system is opened further into the interiot, it may be 
expected that fruit of all descriptions will be both abundant and cheap, and that the 
imports of green fruit, which now amount to upwards of 20,00U/. per annum, will no 
longer be required. 


The cultivation of the vine is also increasing, although not so fast as might be 
expected, considering the increasing popularity of colonial wine. The returns of land 
under cultivation for wine-making purposes for the last three years are ae follow :— 


St oe Nn te a a eee ee 


Wine Brand 


y 
Acreage. produced. jmanufactured. 














Gallons. Gallons. 

For the year ending March 31, 1865 9454 161,298} 3,077 
» 1866} 1,243 168,123 | 1,4393 

» 1867] 11,3574 | 242,183 | 3,176 
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The produce per acre in 1865 was 1704 gallons ; in 1866, 135} gallons; and in 1867, New Soutn 


1784 gallons. 

Although the Colony is able to produce wine which will bear favourable comparison 
with the average of imported wine, and which 1s undoubtedly more wholesome than many 
of the highly fortified and manufactured wines which are so largely drunk, it yet appears 
that the importation exceeds the colonial production to a very considerable extent. 
Attention has been recently drawn, however, to the valuable qualities of the wines pro- 
duced in these Colonies, and a large demand has sprung up in the neighbourhood of the 
vineyards, where it is sold at a very cheap price. ‘I'he value of colonial wine exported 
in 1865 was 5,038/., and in 1866 3,847/. It may reasonably be expected that in the course 
of a few years this will become an article of large export to Europe, India, and the 
neighbouring Colonies. | 

The cultivation of the grape for table use is also increasing, the following being the 
returns for the last three years :— 








—_—_— Acreage. ord 
Tons 
Year ending March 31,1365 = - - 332 345 
- a 1866s - 395 560 
ms 1867 - 5734 668 


| | 
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The quantity of land planted for vineyards which was unproductive was as follows :— 
Year ending 31 March 1865, 571 acres; 1856, 487 acres; and 1867, 668} acres. 


Pastoral. 


The returns of live stock show a large increase in the number of sheep, but a decrease 
in horses, cattle, and pigs, as will be seen by the following figures. Horses were 282,587 
in 1865, against 278,437 in 1866, showing a reduction of 84,150. Cattle were 1,961,905 
in 1865, against 1,771,809 in 1866, showing a reduction of 190,096; pigs were 146,901 
in 1865, against 137,915 in 1866, showing a reduction of 8,986. But, on the other hand, 
the sheep in 1865 numbered 8,132,511, and in 1866 were 11,562,155, showing an increase 
of 3,429,644. This number of sheep will give nearly 27 per head of the population. 
This large increase has had its effect on the quantity of wool shipped, which has 
increased from 18,764,482 lbs. in 1865 to 21,663,634 lbs. in 1866, besides which there 
has been an export of 15,317,051 lbs. of wool overland, making together a total of 
36,980,685 lbs., being the largest quantity ever shipped from the Colony, even when 
Victoria and Queensland formed portions of its territory. Taken at a valuation of 1s. 6d. 
per lb., the value of the year’s crop is 2,773,554/., or at the rate of 6l. 4s. per head of 
the population. | 

The number of sheep and cattle in the Colony on the Ist of January 1867, as set 
forth in the returns made by the Clerks of Petty Sessions, under the Acts of Parliament 
30 Vict., Nos. 11 and 16, was 13,072,838 sheep, and 1,729,766 head of cattle, to which 
should be added 100,000 sheep estimated as the number possessed by owners of 500 and 
under, who are not required to make returns, and 80,000 head of cattle belonging to 
owners of 24 head and under. ‘The two together making 13,172,838 sheep and 
1,809,766 head of cattle depasturing in the Colony. ‘This is 1,610,683 sheep and 
37,957 head of cattle in excess of the numbers collected on the 3lst March 1867, 
by the Police. | 

Under the above circumstances there is, I think, very fair grounds of complaint as to 
inaccuracy in the returns as collected by the police, and I would beg to suggest that 
they be relieved of the duty, and that a sum of money—say, two thousand pounds—be 
asked from Parliament to enable the Registrar General to employ his own officers in the 
collection of the returns of agriculture and live stock, &c. 
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unsatisfactory. 
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New Sours PART VI. 


WALES, 





MonETARY AND FINANCIAL. 


Under this heading will be found returns relative to the Income and Expenditure of 
the Government, the operations of our Banking Institutions, and of the Sydney Branch 
of the Royal Mint. There is also a detailed account of the Taxes, Fees, &c. chargeable 
in the various Departments of the Government. 


Banks. The number of Banking Institutions in the Colony is nine, against ten* the year 
revious. 

Rate of dis- ' The rate of discount charged by each of the Banks on local bills was,—under 95 

ae days’ currency, 8 per cent. per annum; from 95 to 125 days’ currency, 9 per cent. per 
annum ; and above this period, 10 per cent. per annum. 

Rate of ex- The maximum purchase rate of exchange on bills on London, ranged from 1 per 

sane cent. discount to # per cent. premium, against a similar rate of exchange in 1865. The 


purchase rate. : ; : 
maximum purchase rate ranged from 1 per cent. premium to 14 per cent. discount. The 


Selling rate. Maximum selling rate was 2 per cent. premium. ‘The minimum selling rate was } 
premium and par. 
Interestallowed  Depositors in the Banks were allowed interest at the rate of from 3 to 64 per cent. 


on deposits. —_ per annum, for the following periods, viz. :— 
On fixed deposits for 3 months, 3 and 4 per cent. 
7. 6 months, 5 and 6 and 65 per cent. | 
. 12 months, 6 and 63 per cent. 
conan’ The coin and bullion lying in the Banks and the Mint, on the 31st December 1866, 


show a small decrease of 29,934/. on the figures of the previous year, viz. :— 





Mint. | Banks. | 
































on ee ete 
In Coin. | Bullion. § InCoin. | Bullion. 
| 
{ t i 
| : | 
| £ £ £ £ £ 
1865 - = - - | — ) 37,459 1,228,450 120,801 1,386,710 
1866 - 2 : ) 240 , 18,635 1,259,150 78,751 1,356,776 
Increase - - - : 240 ! — | 30,700 — = 
| as | 42,050 29,934 
| 


Decrease - - - _ | 18,824 


: | 


The average amount each Bank had lying in their coffers on the 31st December, in 
coin and bullion, was 148,655/. 
Paper The amount of paper currency m circulation on the 3lst December was 673,8471. 
Gre ae against 760,258/. the same period of the former year, the decrease being 86,4111., or a 
little over 11 per cent. The circulation averaged 674,507/. against 731,739/. in 1865. 
Liabilities. The Banks have lessened their liabilities by the sum of 5,730/. compared with the 
former year. In 1866 they stood at 6,956,584/., and in 1865, 6,962,314. 
Their assets show a falling off of a trifle over 12,000/., viz. :— 











Assets, 
i 
31st December, 
oe se pes is area. Decrease. 
1865. | 1866, 
£ £ £ 
10,947,162 10,935,031 12,131 
Deposits, The deposits show an increase of over 3 per cent. on the previous year. 
In 1865 they were - . - £5,827,098 
Increase in 1866 - : - 176,915 
Total, 1866 - - 6,004,013 


* The Agra Bank ceased operations this year. 


eee ee ce 


OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 59 


Their discounts were 7,458,200I., against 7,100,361/. in 1865. Increase, 357,839/. New Sourn 


























‘ ‘ ; W ALES. 
The number of depositors in the New South Wales Savings’ Bank has increased from _ 
17,472 in 1865, to 17,576 in 1866, the increase being 104, as follows :— Discounts. 
Savings’ Bank. 

a, _— 

Sydney | Country 

——- Siege ay gia eee wees ee eae Total. 
Depositors. Pte ce Nepositors. | 
j - | 
ES ee pe ay I~ ye. ss iil ack ree | oe 
1866 - - 13,439 | 1077 | 3,060 17,576 | 
1865 - - 13,428 | 1,078 |! 2,966 17,472 | 
_ 104 | 
Decrease - —_— | 


Increase - 11 _— 94 | 
7 ~ | 


The amount deposited shows a falling off of 36,412/. 8s. 11d., compared with 1865, as 
will be observed from the following table :— 


————— em ee ee ee 


























Sydney. 
i Country Depositors. Total 
. . Prisoners 
Dep oetors of the Crown. 
£ s. d. £ os. d. s. d. £ s. d. 
1866 - ; : - | 575,649 13 10 9,778 10 0 | 122,386 19 4 | 707,815 3 2 
1865 - ” - re 607,899 8 11 9,321 3 2 127,007 O O 744,227 12 1 
Decrease -; 3224915 1 aa | 4620 0 8 | 36,412 811 
Increase - — 457 610 | — — 
| 





In 1866 the depositors in the Bank at Sydney averaged 42/. 16s. 8d. per head, and in Depositors, 
1865, 45/. 5s. 5d., showing a decrease of 21. 8s. 9d. per head. In the Country Districts Lae 
the depositors averaged 39/. 19s. 10d. per head in 1866, and in 1865, 42/. 16s. 5d. per 
head, or 2/. 16s. 7d. in excess of the previous year. 


By way of illustrating the working of this Institution during the last ten years, | 
attach a table showing the number of depositors, amounts deposited, the average amount 
to each depositor, as well as the proportion of deposits to each depositor. 












i 
Number Amount ; Average Sum | Proportion of 
Year. Population. of of deposited to Depositors 
Depositors. Deposits. each Depositor. | to Population. 
£ s. d, £os. d. 
1857 - 305,847 11,269 638,480 11 0O 566 13 2 1 in 27 
1858 - 342,062 11,321 579,931 17 6 51 4 6 1 ,, 30 
1859 - 336,572 11,918 568,187 19 3 47 13 4 1 ,, 28 
1860 - 348,546 12,027 557,196 14 0 46 6 6 1 4; 29 
1861 - 358,278 13,282 615,408 17 1 46 6 8 1 ,, 26 
1862 - 367,495 14,956 716,381 16 6 47 17 11 1 ,, 24 
1863 - 378,934 © 16,332 767,947 13 1 47 0 5 1 ,, 23 
186+ - 392,589 16,959 766,746 12 10 45 4 2 1 ,, 23 
1865 - 411,388 17,472 744,277 12 1 42 11 11 1 ,, 23 
1866 - 431,414 17,576 707,815 3 2 40 5 35 l ,, 24 


Comparing 1866 with 1865, we find a reduction in the deposits to each depositor of 
2/. 6s. 6d., and the ratio of the depositors to the population has decreased from 1 in 23 
to 1 in 24. 


Five per cent. was the rate of interest paid to depositors up to 100/.; beyond this pote of 
amount no interest is allowed. interest. 


Seven per cent. was the amount charged on loans on mortgage. Charge on 


The next return relates to the working of the Sydney Branch of the Royal Mint, a Royal 
which was established here on the 14th May 1865. Mint, 
G 4 
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New Sours The amount of gold dust or bullion received for coinage shows a large increase on 
Waters. the receipts of the previous year, as will be gathered trom the following table :— 




















Receipt of , 
gold. 1865. 1866. 
Name of Colony. ee Oe a SS 
Quantity. | Value, Quantity. : Value. 
Colonies from | 
which the Ozs. £ s. d. Ozs. £ s. d. 
gold came. New South Wales - - | 300,277°57 | 1,153,215 8 O 269,239°71 | 1,035,513 O 3 
: Victoria - - - - 82,413°25 337,575 5 § 152,523 °42 627,831 12 10 
New Zealand - - - | 186,778:94 | 747,918 7 7 290,991:98 | 1,172,307 9 5S 
Queensland - - - 26,578 °82 | 102,924 13 i 20,713 °12 77,813 12 8 
Tasmania - - - - — — 1,179°31 450415 7 
Coin = - - - 2,558°16 9,768 6 9 4,715°39 17,952 17 O 
Total : - | 598,606-74 | 2,351,402 0 10 | 739,362-93| 2,935,923 6 9 
Increase - - | 140,756-19 584,521 6 11 


—_—_—_—_--—— 


It will be observed that the produce of New South Wales considerably declined, but 
the quantity forwarded from the neighbouring Colonies made the total receipts for the 
year very much larger than the previous year. 

















Coin issued. The following was the issue of Coin :— 
—_—_— Sovereigns. | Half-sovereigns.; Total Value. 
| | 
| 
| £ . 
1865 — = - - ' 2,130,500 282,000 2,271,500 
1866 - - - , 2,911,000 — 2,911,000 
——_—_ ——_-—-—_ 
Increase - -! 780,500 — 639,500 
Decrease - - | - - 282,000. 
Bullion issued. In bullion :— 
! ———ene Weight. | Value. 
Poe CO 
In bullion :-— | ozs. £ 
| 1865 - - - - 21,913 88.061 
| 1866 - ° - - 11,113 44,732 . 
Decrease - - 10,800 43,329 


The increase in the value of the coin and bullion issued, compared with 1865, was 
596,171. 


The revenue of the Mint was— 











aaa! | 1866. | 1865. 

| _ 
| £ £ : 
From New South Wales gold - 11,785 14,033 

From Victorian gold = - - | 3,423 2,040 
From New Zealand, &c., &c., e 
' gold - - ~ -! 9,803 Gist 
, | 
| Total - - = | 25,011 23,810 
a J | 
Increase - - £1,201 | 








Since the opening of the Mint, there has been received for coinage 5,584,669 ozs. of 
gold, of the value of 21,864,668/., and there has been issued— 





In coin - - - - £20,328,000 
In bullion - - - - 1,528,574 
Making a total of - - 21,856,574 
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‘The revenue derived for the same period was 242,240/. 
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[phic 
2 5 New Sours 
a Public Accounts. Wazzs, 
The following statement of receipts on account of the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
~— in the years 1865 and 1866 has been taken from the Colonial ‘lreasurer’s printed 
Vie abstracts :-— 
er 
; —-~ 1865 1866. | Increase. Decrease, 
i a yee sea chee Gone taser 
lh 
43 £ s. d. £ s. d, £ s. d. £ 8. d. 
ee Customs = - é 2 2 2 - | 636,102 7 1 | 828,710 410 | 192,607 17 9 = 
ae, Duty on refined sugar and molasses - - - 15,763 6 8 12,830 0 0 = 2,933 6 8 
Aue Duty on spirits distilled in the Colony - - 22,677 2 7 22.053 12 11 — 628 9 8 
D4 1 Gold revenue - - - - - 30,876 3 2 27,410 18 3 — 3,465 4 11 
$53 [° Mint receipts - - - - : 23,679 18 7 25,011 0 10 1,331 2 3 — 
Land revenue - - - - - | 532,027 18 9 547,138 11 0 15,110 12 3 _— 
ee Assessment on sheep under Scab Act - - — 11,968 4 8 11,968 4 8 a 
123 § Postage : é - z - -| 70,984 19 3 ! 77,067 13 9 6,082 14 6 — 
——— Commission on money orders - - - 1,438 14 0 1,993 18 6 555 4 6 — 
ol) § Licences - - - - - - 77,905 12 0 | 78.870 6 6 964 14 6 — 
Fees of office - - - - - 26,117 10 1 26,989 7 8 871 17 7 — 
aia Fees on inspection of cattle - - - - 485 13 0 53 1 O — 432 12 0 
Fines and forfeitures - - - - 6,606 O 4 | 5,239 0 1 — 1,367 0 8 
clined, Rents (exclusive of land) - : : -| 28922 510 , 31,806 9 8 2,884 3 10 os 
its for: Railways - - - - - - | 163,349 18 3 | 176,246 O 7 12,896 2 4 — 
; Electric telegraph receivts - - - - 30,443 11 4 33,914 5 11 3,470 14 7 — 
Pilotage  - : : : - -| 12,507 12 2 15,301 15 2 2,794 3 O : 
Harbour dues - - - - - 1583 5 6 1,990 14 10 407 9 4 
Fees on certificates of competency to masters of 580 O 0 520 0 0 — 60 0 0 
ae vessels. 
Tonnage dues - - - - - 4,172 10 6 5,405 16 0 1,233 5 6 — 
Interest on city debentures - - - - 10,000 0 0O 10,000 0 O — — 
Stamps - B _ : : -| 33,700 15 1 65,870 15 5 32,170 O 4 = 
Rates under the Chinese Immigrants Regulation and 230 0 0 10 0 0 = 220 0 0 
Restriction Act of 1861. | 
Miscellaneous receipts - - - - 17,241 5 2 31,677 6 O 4,436 10 — 
Repayments to the credit of votes- 11,952/. 5s. 1d. 
Less—Amount of repayments on 
account of disbursements in the 
year 1865, deducted from the 
expenditure - - - - 3,886/. 16s. Id. — —— 8,065 9 0 
—_—_ | 8065 9 0 
1,755,461 18 4 
RECEEPTS IN AID OF THE CONSOLIDATED REVENUE 
oases Funp— 
Proceeds of Treasury bills issued under 27 Vict., | 128,306 10 0 74,000 0 O — 54,306 10 0 
No. 8, and applied in payment of services of 
1863 and previous years. 
Amount deposited in the Treasury by the savings’ 15,700 0 0 — — 15,700 0 0 
bank of New South Wales, for six months, at 
6 per cent. per annum. 
Proceeds of debentures issued under 29 Vict., — 495,344 10 0 495,344 10 0O — 
No. 4, on account of the deficit of 1864 and 
previous years, 
TEMPORARY Loans— 
5. Wa From the Mutual Provident Society 100,000l. 
: From the Savings’ Bank of New South — 200,000 0 0 | 200,000 0 O — 
Wales - - : - - - 100,000. 
_ Total - - - - 1,899,468 8 4-|2,807,493 13 7 | 995,128 17 9 87,173 12 6 
The disbursements were— 
; 
General Head of Service. | 1865. 1866. | Increase. Decrease, 
£ s. d. £ 8. d, £ s. d. £ sa. d. 
Schedules to Imperial Act 18 & 19 Vict., cap. 54 -| 54,224 1 4 56,297 0 8 2,072 19 4 — 
Supplements to Schedules A and B - - = 4,971 5 5 6,521 0 3 1,549 14 10 — 
Executive and Legislative - - - - 17,607 8 9 17,809 9 5 202 0 8 — 
Chief Secretary - - ° - - | 449,479 5 6 | 448,182 7 7 — 1,296 17 11 
Administration of justice  - : - - 56,948 9 11 95,707 18 10 88,759 8 11 ~_- 
Treasurer and Secretary for finance and trade - | 288,842 10 3 268,181 15 6 —_ 20,660 14 9 
Secretary for lands - = 2 : - | 218,244 7 9 | 192,517 15 5 = 20,726 12 4 
— Secretary for public works - - - - | 312,395 010 | 326,526 19 6 14,131 18 8 — 
f *The Postmaster-General  - - - - — , 85,270 6 8 85,270 6 8 — 
0 Special appropriations - - - - | 337,094 8 5 391,606 13 1 54,512 4 8 _ 
Other payments out of the consolidated revenue fund — . {| 212,199 2 1 212,199 2 1 — 
Total - - (1,734,806 18 2 /|2,100,820 9 O | 408,697 15 10 42,684 5 0O 


rr nr ae ne er a 





* Included in 1865, under Head Treasurer and Secretary for Finance and Trade. 


The receipts for the year 1866 were at the rate of 6/. 13s. 
pulation, and thé disbursements were 5/. Os. 1d. per head. 
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Qd. per head of the Receipts and 


isbursements 
per head of 
population. 
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New Soutu Loans. 


eee The Public Debt on the 3lst December 1865, amounted to 5 7 49,6301. which sum 
= been ga by ne addition of 1,015, 800, making the debt in 1866 amount 


: - £6,765,430 
Of ahich there: was paid off - - - - 347,400 ° 
Leaving outstanding on 31st December 1866 - = - 6,418,030 
Interest The annual interest on the total loan outstanding for each service on the 3lst 
payable. December 1866, amounts to 324,210/. 9s. 4d., or at the rate of 15s. 5d, per head of the 
population. 
Railways. 
Passenger The number of passengers conveyed by the different limes of railway shows a large 
one falling off compared with the return of 1865. 


Northern Line On the Northern Line the number fell from 267,032 to 233,824—a decrease of 


33,208, or 12 per cent. 
Southern Line. On the Southern Line the numbers fell nae 380,775 to 340,496—a falling off of 


40,279, or 104 per cent. 
Western Line, On the Western Line the numbers decreased from 80,161 to 70,532—the deficiency 


being 9,629, or 12 per cent. 


Richmond Also on the Richmond Line from 23,618 to 23,477—the decrease being 141, or a 
cai trifle over 4 per cent. 

Total on all The tota number of passengers conveyed by rail on all the lines decreased from 
is 751,587 in 1865, to 668,330 in 1866—the difference being 83,257, or 11°21 per cent. 
canes The total amount received for coaching was 78, 3000., against 80,319/. in 1865—the 
received for 

coaching. decrease being 5,019/., or 6 per cent. 


Northen Line. The receipts on the Northern Line of railway amounted to 21,942I., against 22,6201. 
the year before—the decrease being 678/., or 3 per cent. 

Southern Line On the Southern Line the receipts were 40,462/., against 43,405/. in 1865; showing 
a decrease of 2,742/., or 64 per cent. 

Western Line, The Western Line shows a decrease of 1,079/., or 8 per cent., viz.:—in 1865 13,220/., 
and in 1866 12,141. 































































































Richmond The Receipts on the Richmond Line fell from 4,073/. in 1865, to 3,753/. in 1866— 
mainte being a decrease of 320/., or nearly 8 per cent. 
Goodies The amount received foe goods and other receipts was as follows :-— 
and otier 
receipts. | 
Amount Rents and 
Railways. for Miscellaneous Total. 
Goods. | Receipts. 
I 
Northern Line :— £ 3s d £ ss ad | £ <s5.d 
1865 ‘ a : Z -| 30,317 15 5! 7,784 7 5 38,102 211 
1866 : 2 : P -| 34,788 10 8| 5,256 7 6} 40,044 18 2 
Increase °- : -| 447015 3 | = 1,942 15 3 
Decrease - - - — ' 2,528 0 0O —_ 
Southern Line :— —_—_————_ OO 
1865 : : ‘ - -| 31,469 4 5, 1,664 9 51| 33,133 13 10 
1866 : : : i - | 34,526 3 7 1,904 17 4] 36,431 011 
Increase , : -| 305619 21 240 711 | 3,297 7 1 
Western Line :— | ———_____— 
1865 z Es : : -| 9,278 2 1. 101 14 11 | 9,379 17 0 
1866 - - - - - | 11,485 O 5 82 18 l1l 11,517 19 4 
eeeaset. 3 -e : -| 215618 4 | 29138 2 4 
: Decrease - - - - — 18 16 0. inias 
Richmond Line :-— coenecetearetmnnenace| 
1865 = = is ‘ - -| 1,983 6 5 113 6 : 2,096 12 5 
1866 “ - - - - 2,149 6 2 ose 19 2.240 2. 8 
Increase - =  -| 16519 9 im 14313 3 
Decrease - - - — 22° 6 6 
Total of all Lines :— | Se eee ee eee See 
1865 z = - - -| 73,048 8 4] 9,663 17 10] 82,712 6 2 
1866 Bs a — = oe ocae 1 82,899 0 10 7,385 3 3] 90,234 4 1 
. > Increase, - - -{. 9,850 12 6 — 7,521.17 11 
Decresse  - - ec Ot gee 2,328 14 7 — 
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The receipts from all sources were as follows :— -— es | New Soura 
: ——-  WaAtes. 
Amount received. -_—— 
_ et ee ee Total. 
ire Coaching. Rents, &e. Goods. 

: 1865. | 1866. ! 1865. | 1866, 1865. | 1866. 1865 1866. 
| | ¢ ¢ £  ¢£ £ £ £ 

Northern Line ‘ -, 22,620 | 21,942 ' 7,784 5,256 | 30,318 | 34,789 | 60,722 | 61,987 

Southern ,, : - | 43,406 | 40,463 | 1,664 | 1,905 | 31,469 | 34,526 | 76,539 | 76,894 

Western _,, : - | 13,220 | 12,141; 102 83 | 9,278 | 11,435 | 22,600 | 23,659 

Richmond , . - 4,074 3,754 113 - 91! 1,984] 2,149] 6,171 | 5,994 


= 5920 78,200 | 9,663 , 7,335 ' 73,049 | 82,899 | 166,032 | 168,534 
ae | | | | 


Totals - - 





The total re receipts :— — Total Receipts. 


On the Northern Line increased over 2 per cent. 
On the Southern Line barely 4 per cent. 
On the Western Line nearly 43 per cent. 
On the Richmond Line they have decreased over 2? per cent. | . 
The working expenses have diminished on all the lines, with. the exception of the ae 
Northern, as shown as follows :— 








j 
—— Northern. | Southern. ! Western. | Richmond. 
| 
| o£ | £ £ £ 
1865 - | 37,834 56,021 7,787 7,284 
1866 - | 39,853 53,870 6,794 5,820 








Increase | 2,019, or 54 per cent. — — — | 
Decrease — 2,151, or 32 per cent. | 9938, or 122 per cent. | 1,464, or 20 per cent. 
. | 
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Electric Telegraph. 


The number of electric telegraph stations in the Colony increased from 55 m 1865 Number 
to 63 in 1866, and the length of wire shows an extension of 722 miles—namely, 3,346 “*"°"* 
miles in 1866, against 2,624 miles in 1865. 

The number of telegrams increased from 138,785 in 1865, to 143,523 in 1866. hile of 

The amount received for telegrams shows an advance of 929l. compared with 1865 ; a 
it being 29,769/. in 1865, against 30,698/.* in 1866. 

The construction of the various lines of telegraph has cost the country up to the Costof — 
present time the sum of 153,211/., or an average of 45/. 9s. 9d. per mile. Construction. 


Money Orders. 


The experience of this Colony has been similar to that of every other community where 
this most valuable and convenient method of transmitting money has been established ; for 
the increase in the number of offices established and the amount of business done, roves 
how much the accommodation is appreciated, and what a public benefit has “aie. 

The following table will give a comparative statement of the operations of this branch 
for the past three years. 
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| No. of Ord | Bod pale: 

Year. | No. of Offices. : oa a Amount No. of oe Amount. 
| paid. 
| | £ s. d. | £ os. d. 
1864 - - — | 21,905 105,680 18 1 16,691 | 80,040 1 5 
1865 - - 86 28,444 129,552 6 6 23,508 112,669 15 O 
1866 - - 112 41,974 198,248 0O O 35,094 168,828 O O 
| 








~The above shows that the business transacted has been nearly doubled’ in three years ; 
and it is satisfactory to learn that the expense of meptannes this department is now met 
by the income derived. 





Post Offices, Letters, &c. 


‘The Report furnished by the Postmaster-General will give fall details of the working post ofices, 
of this institution. The only notice it requires here is a summary of the Table No. 132, &. 





* The total amount received was 32,2901, which facludes 1,4047., balance of intercolonial accounts, and 
1877, due from guarantecs of conditional lines, 
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New Sovrn from which it will appear that the number of post offices has increased from 435 in 1865, 


WALES. 


Expenditure. 


Letters, &c., 
posted. 


to 454 in 1866, and that the Revenue has increased from 70,984. 19s. 3d. in 1865, to 
79,082/. 11s. bd. in 1866, being an increase of 8,097/. 12s. 2d. in the year. The 
expenditure for the year 1866 is 86,5050. Qs. 11d. ., against 83,6581. 14s. 5d. in 1865, 
showing an increase of 2,846/. 15s. 6d. This increase in expense is partly accounted 
for by the increase of the extent of postal route in the Colony, which was 11,343 miles 
in 1865, and 11,883 miles in 1866, showing an expansion of 540 miles during the year. 
The number of miles travelled during 1865 was 2,521,212, and in 1866 | was 2,556,700, 
showing an increase of 35,488 miles in the number travelled in 1865. 

The Postmaster General deprecates the institution of comparisons between the 
numbers of letters and newspapers posted during the year 1866 and 1865, as there 
appears on the face of the returns a diminution in the number for the last year. This 
apparent decrease arises from the circumstance that the returns have been more 
accurately compiled for the year 1866, as there was reason to believe that in former 
years the numbers were much overstated. But the more reliable returns now submitted 
show a very large amount of correspondence for a community of 400,000 souls. The 
number of letters posted for 1866 was 6,106,074, and newspapers was 3,967,313. 
Although these numbers are smaller than for the year 1865, there was, as has been 
stated, an increase in the Revenue of 8,097/. 12s. 2d., which is sufficient to show that 
former returns must have been over-estimated. 


PART VII. 


Miscellaneous.— Public Works. 


The expenditure on Public Works and buildings, during the year 1866, was 
753,794l. 58. 11d., divided as follows :— 


£ s. d. 

Under the supervision of the Railway Department = - - 494,165 7 8 
Electric telegraph — - - - - - - 6,650 18 11 
Roads - - - - - - - 80,740 15 8 
Harbours, &c. - - - - - - 52,814 5 8 
Colonial Architect - ~ - . - - 52,147 17 O 
Fitzroy Dock - 4,157 12 4 
Minor roads and bridges under Public Works Department - 14,294 19 O 
Ditto under Lands Department - - 48,822 10 1 


£753,794 5 11 


The above expenditure includes the amount applied from the Loan Fund. 
The expenditure for furniture for the several Departments, &c. amounted to 
3,0274. 13s . 


Meteorology. 


The iiiaiien table will afford a view of the year’s observations, taken at stations in 
their assumed positions :— 


— ewes, Sydney. | Deniliquin. Kiandra. | Armidale. 


| Albury. 




















Height above the mean sca level (fect) - - 18 | 

Distance from the coast (miles) - - - ] 5 280 170 | 80 

Temperature (in the shade, at 9am.) - -| 64:0 63-1 60° 4 ! 61-7 | — 64°0 

Highest temperature (in the shade for 24 hours | 97°8 | 101°0 | llleli — | 3°8 — 
previous to 9 a.m.). | 

Lowest temperature (ditto) - - 38°2! 39°6 — 2°8: 62, — 

Mean diurnal range of temperature (ditto) — 186° 1A _—— : 29°38 — 

Mean of maximum and minimum temperature (do.) 64:1 63°33) — | — 43°8 — 

Mean height of barometer (ut 9 a.m., corrected to 30°088 | 30°079 | 30°102 | 30-074 | 30°102 | 30°05] 
32° Fahrenheit and mean sea level). ! 

Mean amount of humidity (0: 100) at 9 a.m. ~i 717} 73:3 | 65:5 71°4 | _- — 

Rainfall (inches) - - - -' 32°5 86°88 5 30°3 | 46°6 39°6 

Rainy days - - - 92 149 81 56 05 56 

Prevailing direction of the wind at 9 a.m. -|W.N.W.,  W. | W. °° «N.E. N.W W. 

Mean amount of cloudy sky (0°10) at 9 a.m. - 4°6 5:1 3°0 4°3 5°6 4°] 

Mean maximum temperature in the sun (for 24 — 110°3 | —- | - — — 
hours previous to 9 a.m. ). | 

Mean minimum temperature on the Brass: (ditto) - — i 2 | — —_ | — 

Amount of evaporation (inches) - - — 46° 206 — — — 

Mean amount of ozone (0°10) for 24 hours pre- — 5:2 ~— — — | — 
vious to 9 a.m. | 
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Mortgages. New Soutn 


WALES. 
Comparing the two quinquennial periods 1857 to 1861, and 1862 to 1866, we find that 

the number and amount lent upon mortgage of real estate have decreased from 6,014 
in number, and 3,968,833 in amount, in the former period, to 5,331 in number, to the 
amount of 3,341,620/., in the latter period. The greatest demand for money appears to 
have been in the year 1860, when the mortgages reached nearly a million sterling. The 
least demand for money was in 1864, when mortgages were effected to the amount of 
628,426/. only. 


The discharges on mortgages of land, for the period 1862 to 1866, amounted to Discharges. 
nearly two millions of pounds sterling. ‘The registrations are appended :— 


ene . ongef Hemi a ane ee ee ae 


| 





Real estate. 




















Mortgages. | Discharges. 
eae eee 
fe | | 
No. ! Amount.  ‘— No. | Amount. | 
| ! 
poe eae ee a - a reve, 
! £ | £ 
1862 - - | 1,103 682,694 | 495 371,983 
1863 - - | 1,009 714,501 | 486 391,279 
1864 - - 964 628,426 _581 418,527 
1865 - - | 1,048 634,017 592 386,155 
1866 - - | 1,207 














Total - | 5,331 | 3,341,620 


| 
681,982 | 600 344,416 
2,754 1,912,360 





' 
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Liens on Wool and Mortgages on Live Stock, 


The liens on wool in 1866 amounted to 316,382/. This is considerably in excess of Liens on wool. 
the sum registered in any year during the last decade. It is not the case with the 
mortgages on live stock; for the amount lent fell from 2,037,463/. in 1865, to 
1,285,693. in 1866. 

To afford some idea of the amount of capital invested in pastoral pursuits, the Mortgages on 
dealings, so far as the documents in the office will admit, are appended for the last five “°° 
years. 


r= — ee 





: Mort n 
—~ Liens on Wool. | Liv wei k. 
| £ f£ 

1862 = - 87,488 1,312,245 

1863 - - 220,450 1,503,413 

| 1864 : : 250,218 1,116,709 

| 1865 - " 274,521 2,037,463 

1866 - - 316,382 1,285,693 
Total -| 1,149,059 | 7,255,593 | 

rae ad 

Together - £8,404,582 








The discharges of mortgages on live stock during the above period came to pischarges. 
3,898,959/. This amount leaves an undischarged balance of 3,356,564/., but to what 
extent this amount may have been reduced by unregistered discharges there are no means 
of ascertaining. 


Liens on Growing Crops. 


Since the operation of the Act in 1863, the number and amount of liens on growing 
crops show a gradual increase in each successive year as follows :— 








’ 
ee ee 
lS a a a a ee 





esa | Number. 


Amount. 
! £ 
1863 - - 72 6,399 
1864 - =A 105 8,057 
1855 7 4 112 9,134 
1866 - =. 146 12,652 
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REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 


Real Property Act. 


By way of illustrating the working of this Act, the number of applications, with the 
amount of fees, &c., since its introduction on the Jst January 1863, up to 31st 
December 1866, will be found summed up as follows :— 


ee ee ee ee 
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| Area. 
No. of No. of 
—— | Applications. Properties. Town add Value 
| Suburban Country Total. 
! ae Bee eo ee 
| | | ! 
| acres. | acres. acres. £ 
1863 : é 340 | 657 + ~~ 730 | 67,183 | 67,913 439,278 
1864 . | 362 467 250 31,589 | 31,839 310,165 
1865 - - 5 434 , 608 | 651 20,271 ! 20,922 326,168 
1866 : 2 ) 379 532 652 | 36,584 | 37,236 278,063 
— aes 
Total | 1515 . 2,264 2983 | 155,627 : 157,910 | 1,353,674 
i { | 
The land averaged 8/. 11s. 5d. per acre. 
The fees received were— a 
Certificate | | | 
Year, and ahr D calings| Assurance. Commissioners. | Total. 
£ os. d. £ os. ad. £ sg. d. £ os. ad, 
1863. - -| 41113 0 934 5 5 394 5 0 | 1,740 3 5 
1864. - -| 662 610 | 762 4 4 413 10 O | 1,838 1 2 
1865. - -| 1,000 19 4 679 11 11 477 0 0 | 2,157 11 3 | 
1866 - -| 1,805 4 4 768 18 8 879 10 0 | 245313 0 | 
| oon ee 
Total -| 3,380 3 6 | 3,145 0 4 | 1,664 5 0 | 8189 810 | 


The number of Crown grants registered shows a small increase, whilst the area and 
value are greatly in excess of previous registrations, viz. :— 


4 











| 
| 
ad! 








Year. : No. of Grants. | ang oe | Country. | Total. Value. 
| 
acres. acres. acres. ! £ 
1863 - - 268 285 31,467 31,752 | 36,406 
1864 - - 1,500 1,129 70,800 71,929 95,008 
1865 - - 2,429 1,630 59,298 60,928 77,312 
1866 - - 2,455 1,206 112,531 113,737 139,526 
Total -| 6,652 4,250 274,096 | ‘278,346 | 348,252 





The total area of land brought under the Act, and of Crown grants registered, 
together, amounts to 436,256 acres, of the value of 1,701,926/. 


Insolvencies. 


There is a significant increase in the number of insolvencies which took place during 
the year, which was larger than it has been for ten years past. The number of schedules 
filed was 594, of which 550 were voluntary and 44 were compulsory. The increase over 
1865 is 66; and, on an average, one person in every 726 surrendered his estate. _ 

The estimated amount of liabilities was 944,016/., being larger by 432,426/. than the 


liabilities of the 


1,980/. 


insolvent estates in 1865. 
showing an admitted deficiency of 404,831/. 


The estimated assets were 539,185l., 
The fees in insolvency amounted to 
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Publicans’ Licences. New Sourn 
WALES. 
The number of licences issued to publicans shows an increase of 68 compared with 
1865, viz. :— 


1865 : : : - 2,041 
Increase - . : ‘ 68 
1866 - - - 2,109 


On an average, a licence was issued to every 201 of the population in 1865, and 204 
in 1866. 


The receipts from this source of revenue were— 











| £ s. d, £ s. d, 

To retail fermented and spirituous liquors - 61,414 9 2 62,822 5 8 

Billiard and bagatelle licences to publicuns -{ 2,660 0 0 | 2,421 8 4 
| a 

Total - - 64,074 9 2 65,243 14 0 


Volunteer Corps. 


The Volunteer Corps numbered, on the 3lst December, 1,834 members. ‘This is an 
Increase on 1865 of 260. 


The members were classed as follows :— 


-Lieutenant-Colonel - - - ] 
Captains - - - - 25 
Subalterns - - - - 37 
Staff - - - - 12 
Nerjeants - - - - 97 
Buglers” - - - “ 34 
Rank and file - - - 1,628 

Total - - - 1,834 


The expenditure for this service was in 1865, 3,492/. 7s. 7d., and in 1866, 
6,2701. 2s. 2d. 
, The Volunteer Naval Brigade mustered, on 31st December, 229 officers, &c., as 
ollows :— | 





Captain commanding - -- I 
Lieutenants - - - Z 5 
Sub-Lieutenants = - - - 5 
Medical Officer - : - l 
Clerk, &c. - - - - ] 
Warrant and Petty Officers - - 12 
Cadets < - a “ 4 
A. B.’s - - - - 200 

Total - = - 229 





: Fs expenditure for this Service was 3,943/. 18s. 5d., against 2,050/. 2s. 5d. the year 
efore. 


Lands. 


The ‘area of lands sold otherwise than conditionally was 109,177 acres, amounting to 
127,609/., against 101,350 acres, which brought 135,521/. the year previous. 
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New Socta The quantity of land disposed of during the last two years was— 





























WALEs. : 
a eee 1865. | 1866 
In the settled districts— . acres. acres. 
Town lots -- ~ - -| 180 33 
Suburban lotg - - - -; . 645 415 
Country lots. - : . -| ” 21,861 27,093 
Total - - 22,686 27,541 
In the pastoral districts— 
Town lots - - - - 314 270 
Suburban lots - - - 866 630 
Country lots - - - - 77,484 80,735 
Total : -| 78,664 81,635 
Total of settled and pastoral districts | 101,350 | 109,176 
! ! 
A , 
peracre. In the town and suburban lands a falling off will be observed in the area sold, but 
the country lands show an increase of 7,826 acres. 
The lands sold otherwise than conditionally averaged in 
£ os. d. 
1864 - - - | 3. 8 per acre. 
1865 —s- - - Ll2g9 y, 
1866 - - - 1 3 4 53 
SE ape The following table will show the average price per acre paid during the last two 


years for lands sold under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861 :— 





| 
| 


—- | 1865. | 1866. 
£ s dj £ s d. 
Sold at auction—Town - - -| 41 0 8% | 40 1 7 
Suburban - - -| 4 9 os 42 44 
Count * - -| 1 2 73 1 0 8 
Unconditionally sold by selection - -' 1 0 6 1 0 6 
Improved lots sold to owners of improvements | 1 3 24 1 3 10 
Proceeds of sales of unnecessary roads - -| 3 6 4 3 14 63 
Sold under return of water reservation - | 17 18 st 79 4 
Specially sold at appraised price - -;| 1 1 6 212 632 
Reclaimed land sold at ditto - - -| 1 dil 85 18 8 
Sold by pre-emption - - - -| 1 0 ro! 1 0 8 
Sold conditionally - - - - 1 0 0 1 0 0 | 


Revenue from § The revenue derived from lands and gold fields, for the year ending 31 December 1866, 
sol acts was 541,350/. 13s. 10d., recapitulated as follows :— 











£ s. d. 

Under Lands Alienation Act - “ - 232,621 17 7 

Under Lands Occupation Act - . - 272,844 0 0 

Under Gold Fields Act - - - - 27,602 12 11 

Miscellaneous”~ - - - - - 8,282 3 4 

Total : : - -£541,350 13 10 
Balance pay: The balance payable in 1867, for lands sold at auction, amounts to 31,114/. 19s. 144; 
oa. and in 1869 there will be due for conditional purchases the sum of 268,989/. ; together, 

7 300,103/. 19s. 14d. : 

ae: The usual Statistical View of the Colony, from the earliest period down to the present 


time, precedes the volume. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
THEO™. JAS. JAQUES, 
Registrar General. 
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STATISTICAL ViEW of the PRoGreEss of New Soutu WALEs for the last 10 YEARS. 
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! | Schools. : ae Live Stock 
- =. lg | © oer ag aa | 
J ls 3s, (32 2 | $8] sB | = 
Bg | . a we : al gs BE 2! Tt ae _ 9 | 
: c a4 [2 g| 43 | 8s, eis 28) 23 5 zg |g 
2 5 | EE alta] pele a: Gs | 6B og. & 3 
Po Ce a | a | ee ear | @ , go | g z 
Ns | | | ts = aon 
1857 | 305,487 | 12,501 2,902 | 4,846| 550) 29,236 — | 395,157] 284 | 184,5134/ 180,053 Nastae CEL. 8,139,162 109,166 
1858 | 342,062 13,802 ' 2,992 |5,883/ 653| 33,236) 780| 415| 169] 295 | 223,2954| 200,713 | 2,110,604 | 7,581,762 92,843 
1859 ("336,572 14,415 ; 3,295 |5,642| 739; 32,840| 753| 406/177! 549 | 247,5423 | 914,684 | 2,190,976! 5,162,671) 119,701 
18G6O | 348,546 ; 14,233 | 2,945 |6,562| 798\ 34,767| 685| 405 198| 745 | 260,798 | 251,497 | 2,408,586, 6,119,163 180,662 
1861 38,278 | 1468 _ 3,222 | 5,343] 849| 37,874| 820] 437, 184! 788 | 297,575 | 233,290 129,271,923! 5,615,054 146,091 
1862 | 367,495/ 15,434 3,326 6,524; 925| 42,211/ 879] 514'181| 859 | 302,1384/ 273,389 | 9,620,383! 6,145,651 125,541 
1863 | 378,934 15,679 3,314 /6,653/ 976, 46,810| 887] 497 180/1,768 | 307,035 | 262,554 | 2,032,522 | 7,790,969 135,899 
1864 ; 392,589 | 16,881 | 3,480 | 6,445 /1,022| 48,427| 975 590, 174) 2,084 | 318,854 | 284,567 | 1,924,119) 8,271,520 164,154 
1865 | 411,388 | 17,283 | 3,578! 6,596 11,069} 53,453/1,123 | 686! 175 | 2,132 | 378,2544| 282,587 | 1,961,905 | 8,132,511. 146,901 
1866 | 431,412 16,950 | 8.462 /7,861 1,155, 59,594 |1,255 | 770 159 | 2,389 | 451,2251 | 278,437 1,771,809 11,562,155 137,915 
‘ i 
| Coal raised. Land Sales, Shipping. Exports, the Produce of the Colony.¢ 
| | Inwards Outwards Wool. Tallow 
ae | 5 en nn aoe = : . | 
2 em ; & 2 5 2 - = 
| ¢@ 3 3 es | si Of 33 Be g = E 
si i |) 21a] eid? # ae 
> o > & | #F ja | 8 |B é <e, o c 
i : - 7 i ae 4 
. tons. £ acres, £ | Ibs. £ cwt. £ 
1857 210,484 | 148,158 | 145,102 ' 210,333 / 1,100 | 351,413|1,204 | 377,147] 17,044,201 | 1,275,067 | 37,57 82,134 
1858 216,397 | 162,162 | 169,214 | 240,633 | 1,141 | 348,984| 1,254 | 366,825] 13,553,835 | 1,126,486 | 29,085 | 53,186 
1859 ; 308,213 | 204,371 | 135,167 | 252,627 | 1,250 | 863,121 | 1,299 | 387,015] 16,988,016 | 1,458,005 | 17,376 | 37,275 
1860 | 368,862 | 226,493 | 109,216 | 155,316 | 1,424 | 427,835]1,438 | 431,484| 12,809,362 | 1,123,699 | 13,647 | 28,794 
1861 | 342,067 | 218,820 | 189,936 | 222,594 | 1,827 | 366,236 |1,391 | 379,460| 12,745,891 | 1,896,426 | 60,638 | 60,816 
1862 , 476,522 | 305,234 | 467,292 216,988 | 1,493 | 454,837 / 1,568 | 467,356| 13,482,139 | 1,283,818 | 71,281 | 104,030 
1863 | 433,889 | 236,280 | 492,016 128,211 | 1,494 | 479,827|1,608 | 511,373] 14,791,849 | 1,262,274 | 17,709 | 31,221 
1864 | 549,012 | 270,171 | 458,216 | 112,719 1,849 | 607,168 | 1,842 | 647,057 | 25,827,917*) 2,294,615*| 61,056 | 100,654 
1865 | 585,525 | 274,303 |4101350 | 213,240 1,912 | 635,888 | 2,120 | 690,294| 29,858,791*| 2,283,560"| 75,810 | 122,270 
1866 | 774,238 | 324,049 |4109,177 | 261,590 | 2,099 | 730,354 | 2,259 | 784,881| 36,980,685") 2,830,348*| 27,726 | 51,826 
j 
a a Si a I a Ne Ae ete ee ee SR 
Exports, the Produce of the Colony.* | Revenue. Expenditure. 
= 2 3 rg ee ee 7 
S Gold.t | Coal. ee: a3 
—— : =5 
S's ba 3 = gf 25 : 
* | Ral : cH | Pa © o- Te = : 
3: S 4 4 a 4 4 = £ 
5 ; = at 5 
>i 8: 8 a | & 
— 3 
a0 ae ee £ £ £ £ £ £ | £ 
1857 | 32,306 | 253,564 983,850 | 96,457 | 45,960 | 6,729,408 ; 4,011,952 | 1,185,562 | 345,575 | 1,104,995 438,338 
1858 ' 1,450 | 254,907 : 994,960 113,649 | 89,200 | 6,059,366 4,186,277 | 1,879,675 | 76,776 | 1,209,796 | 360,770 
1859 532 | 435,995 | 1,698,078 | 173,935 | 132,984 | 6,597,053 4,768,049 | 1,522,668 | 816,622 | 1,425,028 | 433,138 
1860 , 186 | 483,012 | 1,876,049 ' 233,877 | 183,761 | 7,519,285 5,072,020 | 1,319,779 | 560,729 | 1,321,724 | 726,231 
1861; — 488,293 | 1,890,908 | 207,780 | 160,965 | 6,391,555 | 5,594,839 | 1,448,610 | 394,457 | 1,540,005 | 433,224 
1s62 | — 699,566 | 2,715,037 | 308,782 | 245,422 | 9,334,645 , 7,102,562 | 1,628,885 | 644,285 | 1,608,810 | 526,708 
1863 | — 605,722 | 2,361,949 298,088 | 220,181 | 8,319,576 | 6,936,839 | 1,550,047 | 649,116 | 2,064,299 | 537,795 
1864 | — 758,109 2,952,471 372,466 | 212,488 :10,135,708*, 9,037,832*| © 1,693,792 | 290,983 | 1,862,245 | 464,656 
1865 | — 682,521 | 2,647,668 | 382,968 | 214,158 ‘10,635,507* 9,563,818"! 1,938,656 | 298,578 | 1,760,516 "| 554,278 
1866 — | 751,700 | 2,924,891 | 540,905 | 300,588 | 9,403,192" 9,913,839*; 2,833,459 | 419,720 | 2,125,414 | 887,157 
H | 








* The reduction in the year 1859 was caused by the separation of Queensland from Nev South Wales. 


> The Census was taken in 1821, 2, 3, 5, 8, 33, 6; population as above. 
2nd March a population 130,856 


¢ Exclusive of the overland traffic. 
« Exclusive of lands conditionally sold under the “ Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1861.” 
Price of land in 1825, 7s. 6d. to 10s. per acre. 


The oan price of land was 5s. per acre, from 1832 to 1840; 12s. per acre, 1840-2. (20s. in Port Phillip in 1841). 203. per acre from 1848 to 
present time, 


Imperial Government paid large sums for the m 


Number of acres alienated to the 


2nd March 1 
Ist March 1851, . 
lst March 1856, 
Ist March 1861, 


Number of acres unalienated, about 106,644,472 acres. 
In 1822, 3, 4, 5, the accounts were kept in Spanish dollars and British money; generally in Spanish dollars. 
Transportation ceased in 18. 
The Return of the Revenue and Expenditure cpr to 1850 cannot be accurately ascertained. In addition to the above Expenditure the 


Gold discovered in May 1851. 

The Loans Expenditure previous to 1858 cannot be shown. | 

e Includes 270,5432. proceeds of Treasury Bills, issued under the Act of Council,"27th Vict., No. 8, to cover deficit of 1883 and previous years. 

f The Revenue and Expenditure columns include “ Church and School Lands Revenue,” “Police Reward Fund,” “ Police Superannuation 
Fund.” and “ Superannuation Fund,” 27th Vict. No. 11. 

* Inclusive of the overland traffic. 

t+ Includes the gold received at the Mint from other Colonies, and converted into bars and coin. 


20044, 


189,609 


99 


” 350,860 


tenance of Convicts and Military. 


end of 1866(exclusive of lands conditionally selected in the Old Scttled Districts), about 7,983,924 acres. 
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QUEENSLAND. 


No. 16. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Georce F. Bowen, G.C.M.G., to his 
Grace the Duke of BuckKINGHAM aND CHANDOs. 


(No. 51.) Governinent House, Brisbane, Queensland, 
My Lorp Dukg, September 12, 1867. 
I wave the honour to transmit herewith copies of the Statistical Register, or 
‘¢ Blue Book,” of the Colony of Queensland for the year 1866. 


2. Tie Annual Report of the Registrar-General prefixed to the statistical tables is so 
full and yet so concise that it appears necessary for me, on the present as on former 
occasions, to do little more than to solicit attention to it, and especially to the tabulated 
statements, which will be found to exhibit a synopsis of the condition and progress of this 
Colony during the first seven years (1860 to 1866) of its political existence. 


3. As I have explained in previous Despatches, the past year (1866) was a season of 
severe depression in Queensland and in the other Australian Colonies. ‘This depression— 
the effects of which have not yet entirely passed away—was the result partly of prolonged 
droughts so destructive to the welfare of the pastoral communities, partly of that over- 
trading and over-speculation so common in all young countries, and partly of the great 
financial crisis in England. Nevertheless it will be seen that the official statistics are, on 
the whole, of a satisfactory character. I will glance at a few of the more prominent facts 


and figures. 


4, In the first place it appears that the European population of Queensland at the 
close of 1865 was 87,775, while at the close of 1866 it had risen, chiefly through 
immigration from the United Kingdom, to 96,172, an increase over the previous year at 
the rate of 9°57 per cent. Again, there was an increase in 1866 over 1865 of 8°38 per 
cent. as regards the number of horned cattle, of 10°37 per cent. as regards the 
number of sheep, and of 17:09 per cent. in the quantity of wool exported. These are 
the chief elements of wealth in a pastoral community. 


5. The progress shown by the agricultural statistics is even more gratifying. It will 
be seen that during 1866 the land under cultivation increased by 69°5 per cent. Above 
all, cotton in 1866 shows an acreage nearly six-fold greater than in 1865; while the 
returns of land under sugar cultivation exhibit in the aggregate an increase of about 
50 per cent. on the quantity returned in the preceding year. It is true that (as the 
Registrar-General observes) the figures last referred to are still small; but they deserve 
notice as showing the commencement and growth of industries which will, in all human 
probability, become hereafter of vast importance. It will be remembered that the great 
exportation of sugar from Mauritius dates from little more than the last 30 years; and 
that during the first 60 years of the present century the exportation of cotton from 
America grew up from smaller beginnings than those already made in Queensland to an 
amount valued at forty millions sterling annually. 


6. Again, an examination of the trade returns for the last two years shows that the 
exportation of goods which are the produce or the manufacture of Queensland has 
increased in value during 1866 at the rate of 15°73 per cent. on the similar exports of 
1865. Moreover, the shipping returns of 1866, when compared with those of the 
preceding year, show an increase of 14°49 per cent. on the number of vessels entered 
inwards, and of 13°93 per cent. on the number of vessels entered outwards. 


7. Not less gratifying than the proofs of material progress are those pages of the 
Statistical Register which shaw the progress of education. It will be seen that in 1866 
the number of Government schools increased from 31 to 39; while the aggregate 
attendance of scholars at those schools increased at the centesimal rate of 24:38. During 
the same year the number of private schools was also augmented at the rate of 28°57 per 
cent. On the whole, the education returns of 1866, when compared with those of 1865, 
prove that the ratio of increase during the latter year in both public and private schools, 
as well as in the aggregate number of scholars attending them, is considerably larger 
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than the ratio of increase in the population. This fact goes far tq show that the 
population of Queensland, which here, as in all other new countries, was at first somewhat 
erratic, is now rapidly assuming a more settled character. 


8. It will be remembered that Queensland was erected into a separate Colony on my 
arrival as the first Governor on December 10, 1859. The synopsis of the statistics 
of the Register transmitted herewith shows the centesimal increase in the principal 
elements of progress during the six years since 1860 (the first year of the political 
existence of this community) to have been at the folowing rates,— 


Population - - - *  282°45 per cent. 
Revenue - . - - 245°86 - 
Imports - - - - 232°59 a 
Exports ° - - - 161:04 ie 
Land under cultivation - - - 628°69 a 
Horses - - - - 122°56 ss 
Horned cattle - - - - = 112°39 - 
Sheep - - - - - 129°85 ie 
Shipp; Tonnage inwards — - - 332°18 io 
IPPIng ‘i outwards = - - 396°14 “5 
Schools- - - - - 108°06 ‘ 
Number of scholars - - - 112°62 


9. To sum up: since the establishment of Queensland in December 1859, the 
European population has increased from less than 25,000 to nearly 100,000, that is, it 
has been augmented nearly four-fold; while the revenue and the trade of the Colony 
(including exports and imports) have been almost trebled. The other chief elements of 
prosperity have advanced in a nearly equal proportion. During the same seven years 
cotton and sugar have been added to the list of staple products ; a line of new ports has 
been opened along the eastern seaboard from Keppel Bay to Cape York, a distance of 
1,000 miles; and settlements have been formed around the head of the Gulf of Car- 


pentaria, on the northern coast of the Australian Continent, and a distance of more than. 


1,500 miles from the seat of Grovernment at Brisbane. Moreover, during the same 
period pastoral occupation has spread over the greater portion of the interior of Queens- 
land ; that is, over an additional area at least four times larger than the area of the 
United Kingdom. For, in 1859, the pioneer settlers had scarcely advanced beyond the 
Darling Downs to the west or beyond Rockhampton to the north. Now, in 1867, there 
are stations more than 700 miles to the west of Brisbane, and more than 800 miles to the 
north and north-west of Rockhampton. 


10. It will, perhaps, be recollected that in the speech delivered at a recent prorogation 
of the Queensland Parliament I summed up the progress of this Colony during its early 
years in terms similar to those of the last paragraph, and that I concluded with the 
following words :—“ These facts, derived from the official statistics, cannot fail to be 
“interesting and instructive to our fellow countrymen at home, while they must be to 
“ you, as they are to me, a subject of honest pride and of devout thankfulness.” 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. F. BOWEN. 
His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, 
&e. &e. &e. 





REGISTRAR-GENERALS REPORT ON THE STATISTICAL REGISTER OF QUEENSLAND FOR THE 


YEAR 1866. 
To the Honourable Arthur Macalister, Esq., Colonial Secretary, &c. &c. 


SIR, Registrar-General’s Office, Brisbane, June 10, 1867. 

I wave the honour to forward to you, for presentation to Parliament, “ the Statistical 
“ Register of the Colony of Queensland for the year ending the 31st December 1866,” 
together with the following comparative tables and explanatory remarks. 
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Parliamentary Business. 


LAND. The fourth session of the second Parliament of Queensland was opened by his Excel- 

—— lency the Governor in person on the 10th of April 1866, and was prorogued by his 
Excellency in person on the 23rd of October following. During this session the Legis- 
lative Assembly sat on 63 days; the daily average length of each sitting being five 
hours and 43 minutes. 


At page 28 of the Register 1s published an alphabetical register of public bills 
originated in each branch of the Legislature, by which it appears that the number of 
Lills originated in the Legislative Council was six, of which four received his’ Excel- 
lency’s assent, one was discharged from the paper, and one was not returned from. the 
Legislative Assembly. And that in the Legislative Assembly the number of bills 
originated was 37, of which 22 received his I’xcellency’s assent, and 15 were either 
discharged from the paper, were withdrawn, lapscd, or were not returned from the 
Legislative Council. Four of the above bills, having for their objects the imposition of 
additional taxation, the issue of additional ‘Treasury bills, and the issue of Treasury 
notes, were initiated in the Legislative Assembly by messages from his Excellency the 
Governor. 


Population. 


EstiMATED PoruLation of QUEENSLAND on the 31st December 1866. 





ee TR Se TS a A mare 
ee me ee 


Males. Females. Persons. 











57,288 | 38,884 96,172 
| 


Sesteeenereeennenelieeel 


Comparing the above estimate with the estimated population of the Colony on the 
31st December 1865, it appears that the addition made to the population during the 
year 1866 consists of 3,991 males, 4,406 females ; altogether of 8,397 persons. 


EsriIMATED MEAN PoruLaTION of the Year 1866. 














ee a a em e _ 


The centesimal increase in the population during the year 1866 is at the rate of 9°57 
per cent.; males, 7°49 per cent. ; females, 12°78 per cent. The female part of the popu- 
lation has, therefore, increasea considerably faster than the male, Lhis is probably 
explained by the number of males who left the Colony in the two last quarters of the 
year. On the 31st December 1866 there were in the Colony 67°87 females to each 
100 males, whereas on the 31st December 1865 there were only 64°69 females to each 
100 males. | 
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RETuRN showing the INcREASE of the PoPpULATION of QUEENSLAND during each of the Four Quarters 
of the Year 1866. 


mem nen Sa SY re oe eae ee el eee 
-= 
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| | 
Males. , Females. | Persons. 








First Quarter. 






















































































Population on the Ist January 1866 - - - | 53,297 34,478 | 87,775 
Increase by excess of births over deaths during the Quarter 55 176 | 231 
Increase by excess of immigration over emigration by sea, | 2,613 1,788 | 4,401 
during the Quarter. | | 
Population on the 31st March - si 55,965 86,442 | 92,407 
Increase during the Quarter - - - | 2,668 | 1,964 4,632 
Second Quarter. | | 
Population on the Ist April - : : : -| 55,965 36,442 92,40 
Increase by excess of births over deaths during the Quarter - 140 280 420 
Increase by excess of immigration over emigration by sea, 1155 696 1,851 
during the Quarter. } 
Population on the 30th June - - -| 57,260 37,418 94,678 
Increase during the Quarter - - - 1295 976 2,271 
ieeeereen noe eee ena 
Third Quarter. | 
Population on the lst July - - - - - 57,260 37,418 94,678 
Increase by excess of births over deaths during the Quarter - 251 325 576 
Increase by excess of immigration over emigration by sea, 705 1,011 1,716 
during the Quarter. | 
Population on the 30th September - - 58,216 | 38,754 96,970 
Increase during the Quarter - - : 956 1,336 2,292 
Fourth Quarter. 
Population on the lst October - - - - - 58,216 38,754 96,970 
Increase by excess of births over deaths during the Quarter - | 246 | 292 538 
Tora : : : : -| 58,462: 39,046 97,508 
Decrease by excess of emigration over immigration by sea, | 1,174 162 1,336 
during the Quarter. 
Population on the 3lst December 1866 - | 57,288 38,884 96,172 
Decrease of male population by excess of emigration over ' 928 — 928 
immigration by sea, during the Quarter. | 
Increase of female population by excess of births over emigra- | — 130 13C 
tion by sea. | 
Decrease during the Quarter - - - — ~_ 798 
Increase during the Year - - - | 3,991 4,406 8,397 


I 





A correct estimate of the distribution of the erratic population of Queensland can only 
be arrived at by means of a census. The following table, based on the supposition that 
the number of names registered from any one district in the books for the registration of 
births, marriages, and deaths bears always a certain rateable proportion to the population 
of that particular district, furnishes an idea of the distribution of our population which, I 
believe, will hereafter prove not to be very wide of the truth. It will be observed that 
the total population arrived at by this method of calculation is slightly larger than the 
estimate formed in the usual manner. I am not, however, prepared to admit this to be 
an error, for the usual manner of estimating the population takes no account of the 
arrivals and departures overland ; and, although the Colony may during the past year 
have lost some few by that route, there can, I think, be no doubt that it has gained in 
the aggregate during the three.years which have expired since the taking of the last 
census, on the Ist January 1864. Be this as it may, the two estimates differ so slightly 
in their total result as to justify the belief that neither is much in error, especially when 
it is borne in mind that the difference between them, of 1,218 persons in the total popu- 
lation on the 31st. December 1866, is the accumulated difference of three years, each 
calculation going back to, and being based upon, the information supplied by the last 
census. 
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(JUKENS- 
LAND. B. 
. . Centesimal Increase * or ; 
Estimated Population are : Esti i 
ae. on the 31st December 1865, gags erica ls the arent on the 311 ee Decent ee 
Registration Districts. deduced from centesimal | , ach district S Seiten i ted b deduced from centesimal 
proportion of names penton ia in y proportion of names 
| registered. total proportion. | registered in each district. 
| 4 | 
Brisbane - - - | 29,637 . * 2-325 80,326 - 060 
Ipswich - : : 16,254 | t 0-625 | 16,152-413 
Rockhampton - “ - 5,618 | * 8-783 6,111-428 
Drayton - - - - 7,263 *32°233 9,604 -082 
Warwick - : : : 4,602 ¢ 4:13] ! 4,411-898 
Maryborough - - 3,278 *11°258 3,647 °037 
All other districts - - 20,830 *30°280 27,137 -324 
! | 
Total - - - 87,482 — | 97,390 - 236 




















The following tables, lettered C, to G. inclusive, refer especially to the vital statistics 
of the Colony for the past and previous year, and are prepared to facilitate comparisons. 


C. 


TaBLE showing the Number of Brrrns in the Years 1865 and 1866, also the PRopoRTION of FemaLns to 
MALeEs born im eaeh Year. 


| 
| 1865. 1866. Total Tacveaast 
——. : Increase* or | or Decreaset Females born | Females born 
District. é 3 Decreaset per cent. rab A eo0 peal ee a 

'¢gladigigtid4 | ; a ne in 1865. , in 1866. 

foe S 3 = a 3 ! latter Year. | latter Year. A : 

| a, mw |e P| eR 

| | 
Banana - - | 9 8 17 10 13 23 | * 6 | * 35°29 88°89 i 130°00 
Bowen (Kennedy) -}| 39] 29| 68] 39] 52/ 91 #93 | 33°83 | 74°36 ° 13°33 
Brisbane - - | 705 | 692 |1,397 | 796 | 741 /|1,537! 140 * 10°02 | 98°58 | 98-09 
Broad Sound — - -| sg] 5; 8] 7! 6] 18| * 5 * 62:50 | 166-66 85°71 
Cardwell - - 3 I 4 | o- 5 5) * ) * 95:00 {| 33°33 = 
Carpentaria - es ee l 1 oc oe Ss -- 7 -— 100-00 
el na Bay (Towns- | — — —~ 18 22 40 * 40 — | — 122°22 
ville). 
Condamine . - 11 10; 21! 1 9 20 t 1 t 9°52 —- 90°99 | 81°81 
Dalby - - - 70 60 | 130 64 68 | 132 * 2 | * 10°54 |) 85°71 106°25 
Drayton and Toowoomba 156 145; $sol 217 | 208 | 425 | *124 1 * 4ne19 | 92°30 95°85 
Gayndah - : 39 48 87 61 54} 138 * 28 * 32°18 | 123-08 88°52 
Goondiwindi = - - 14 13 27 5 9 14: f18 + 48°14 92°86 180-00 
Ipswich - -¢ -| 287 | 277! 564; 299| 284! 583, *19 * 30°37 ' 96°52 = 94°98 
Tsaacs, Fast - -_ — — — 7 4 1G a © — — 57°14 
Leyburn - sh 8 7; 14 18 14 | 32 | *1g | *198°57 100:00 | 77°78 
Maekay - - | 6 9) 15 12 13 5 *10 | ¥* 66°66 , 150°00 , 108°33 
Nanango 2 -, 9 6 15| 7 6 | 13; f 2 | f 13°83 |. 66-67 85°71 
North Cook (Somerset) - 1 | 2;— — — t 2 — |  100°00 -— 
Peak Downs (Clermont) - 10 12 += 22 20 11 31 | * 9 * 40°90 | 120°00. 55°00 
Port Curtis - - 27 14 41, 30 20 50 | * 9 * 91°95 | 51°85 66°67 
Princhester - - | 1 1 | 5 7 12 : * ir *1,100°00 — 140°00 
Rockhampton - -| 166] 168; 334/ 215] 198| 408! * 74 , * 29-13 101-20 89°76 
Roma (Mt. Abundance)-' 17] 15) 32) 19} 19| 38! * 6 * 18°75 88-24 100-09 
St. George : - 4 10 14 9 8 gy. “3-3 * 91°43 250°00 88°88 
Springeure : - 6 2 8 | 18 29 * aL | *262-50 | 33°33 163°64 
Surat - - - 5 3 8 9 8 17 * 9 | ¥*112°50 60°00 88°88 
Tambo (Mitchell) -{ — _ —_ 5 2 7 uae — —_ 40:00 
Taroom - = - ° 14 24 15 15 30 * 6 * 95°00 140:00 100-00 
Warrego - : - 2 1 3 2 5 7 * 4 *133°33 50°00 250°00 
Warwick “ > 85 88 | 173 | 114 74 | 188 * 15 * 8°67 18°52 64°91 
Wide Bay - =| 90) 84 174] 104 95 | 199 * 95 * 14°36 93°38 91°35 
Woogaroo = - = =| 1S] S| 28] 7] 5] 12] 16 {57714 | 115-38 71°43 
Total - | *594 * 16°82 96: 88 93°07 


a 





























~ | 1,794 | 788 [9.592 jaa7 1,889 4,126 


aT ae 














= 
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T'aBLE showing the Number of Deatus in the Years’ 1865 and 1866, also the Proportion of DEATHs of 











FEemaLes to every 100 Deatus of Mates in 1866. 









































@ 
i i ‘To j = ee as ee MMR er Ee on 
| Naniber of | Number of 
ee noe: | Total Increase* | Deaths of | Deaths of 
eae eal ag : Increase * or | or Decrease¢| Females Females 
District. ff .- | Decrease ¢ per cent. to every 100 | to every 100 
iy of | = . ee in the in the Deaths Deaths 
a 3 1 3 F | , latter Year. | latter Year. | of Males in | of Males in 
| 2 ms |e | & | m&  & | 1865. 1866. 
= 3 ak ee Ge ee 
Banana - - 10 2 12 5, 3: 8: + 4 | + 33°33 20°00 60°00 
Bowen (Kennedy) - 29 12| 34; 81, 17 42; “14 * 41°18 54°54 54°83 
Brisbane - -| 400' 348! 748| 538; 401, 9839 *191 | * 95°58 87°00 74°54 
Broad Sound - - 3 3 6 7 7 * ] * 16°66 100:00 — 
Cardwell - =) 84 a ra — 2 t 6 * 75°00 — — 
Carpentaria —'—,—)} 6! 9! 35) #35 | a - 34°60 
Cleveland Bay (Towns. | — oat ae | 16 | 9 25 * 95 —_ — 56°25 
ville). ' ; 
Condamine . - L.A 4 1 | 7 5 12 * 11 _ *1,100-00 = | 71°43 
Dalby - - 17, 16; 382; 45] 20; 65 * 33 | *103°12 88°24 4°44 
Drayton and TPeowwouba 70°) = 45 115 142 82 | 224 “109 * 94°78 64°29 | 57°75 
Gayndah - -| 28; 12 40; 27, 9 | 36, f+ 4 + 10°00 42°86 33°33 
Goondiwindi - z 5 1 6 9 | 2, i * 5 1 * 83°33 20-00 | 22°29 
Ipswich - - .| 131) 129 | 260 | 216 183 399 *139 | * 53°46 | 98°47 | 84°72 
Isaacs (East) - i eo ee ee 2} 18 * 8 *160-00 — | 1818 
Leyburn -* - sul 3; 5: 7, 8, 10 * 5 *100-00 150°00 ; 42°86 
Mackay - - - i 3); — 3 | 5 — | 5 * 9 * 66°66 | oe nie 
Nanango -| 4] — 4° 2! 4 3 t 1 f 25°00 | = | 50-00 
North Cook (Somerset) - | ae 1 1 2 1 | 3 * 2 *200°00 | — 50°00 
Peak Downs (Clermont)- | 28; 11) 39 21. | 2 | 23 ft 16 $4103 39°28 9°52 
Port Curtis - - | 9 5 14 | 7 2 9 tT 5 64:29 | 55°55 28°57 
Princhester - - 4 2 6; 5 2 7 * 1 *110°00 , 50°00 40°00 
Rockhampton - -| 112] 92] 204; 128 | 65 | 1938 tl, t 5°39 | _ | 50°71 
Roma (Mt. Abundance) - 15 6 21 18 7 25 4 | * 19°05 40°00 38°88 
St. George : -' 10; — 10 8 6| 14 “4 * 40°00 g2-14. | = 75-00 
Springsure : : 6 6; 1| 19! 4] 93 “a1 | * 91°67 100-00 21°05 
Surat - -; 3, 2 5 7 4} Wl * 6 | *120°00 : 66:00 57°14 
Tambo (Mitehell) - = —- |, 15° 2) 17! e179 — — 13°33 
Taroom - - 8 2; 10 125 #7; 19; * 9 * 90°00 , 40°00 58°33 
Warrego - - Z 9 1; 10 9; 1 | 20 * 10 *100°00 | oN, 5°26 
Warwick - - 29 16, 45 30 26: 56 * 11 | ™ 94°44 55°17 86°66 
Wide Bay - -, 42! 28 70 | 48 | 38 | 86 *16 | * 22°86 66°66 79°17 
Woogaroo — : - | 8 4 12 10 | 3/18 | * 4 /  * 8:33 ! 50°00 30°00 
Total - . | 987 | 746 [1,733 11,445 | 916 2,861, 628 | 26°59 | 75-58 62°69 
= EK. 
TABLE comparing the Deatus of the Year 1866 with the Brrtus of the same Year. 
| | Deaths have 
istri . Deathsin Births in Excess of Excess of |. centesimally 
en 1866. | 1866. Births Deaths —_—_' Increased faster* 
3 over Deaths. over Births. or slower f 
, | than Births. 
3 ee : : ie 2 cetuie 7 ae oe ite see aes 
Banana - : 3 oo 8 23 15 — | = 187-50 
Bowen (Kennedy) - - - 48 91 ! 43 ae | 89°58 
Brisbane - - - 939 1,537 : 598 — 1163-68 
Broad Sound - - 7 13 ! 6 — 85°71 
Cardwell ! - - - 2 5 ; 3 — |  150°00 
Carpentaria - - | 35 2 — 33 * 94-29 
Cleveland Bay (Tow asia - 25 40 | 15 — t 60°00 
Conda mine - - | 12 20 8 — T 66°66 
Dalby ss - - an 65 132 : 67 | — 1103-08 
Drayton and Toowoomba - - | 224 425 201 — tT 89°73 
Gayndah - - : - 36 5 | 79 — | +219°44 
Goondiwindi - - - 11 14 3 — ft 27°27 
Ipswich - .  - : : | 399 583 184 — | 46-12 
Ts2acs (East) - - moe 13 11 oo 2 * 15°38 
Leyburm - : = - | 10, 32 | 22 : — | 220-00 
Mackay - - - - 5 25 20 — | — $400:00 
Nanang@ - : - | a: 13 | 10 | — 333-00 
North Cook (Somerset) - - | a ae 3 as 
Peak ows (Clermont) : - 23 | 31 8 = T 34:7 
Port Curt 3s - | 9 50 41 — | $455-58 


eel Oe a ee pg ee ee a Te Re 


1 No returns received for last quarter of 1866. 
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Deaths have 
_ centesimally 


or slower ¢ 
than Births. 








| 

Princhester - - - 7 12 | 5 — 71-42 
Rockhampton - - 193 408 215 — hi 1-39 
Roma (Mount Abundance) - 25 | 38 | 13 — t 52-00 
St. George : - 14 | 17 3 = + 21°43 
Springsure - - - 23° 29 | 6 | — + 26:08 
Surat - ; - - 11 17 6 | -- t 54°54 
Tambo (Mitchell) - - - 17 7 — | 10 t 58°82 
Taroom - - . - 19 30 11 — t 57-89 
Warrego - - - = 20 7 _— 13 * 65°00 
Warwick - . - - 56 188 32 | — 235-71 
Wide Bay - - - - 86 199 113 — a -39 
Woogaroo - - - 13 12 — 1 * 7°69 

Total - : | 2.361 4,126 1,827 | 62 + 77°38 

| 


F. 


TABLE showing the NuMBER of Deatus of CHILDREN under Five Years of Age registered in the 
Years 1865, 1866. 





——— 


| 
1865. 1866. | Increase* 





or 5 or ' Increase* 
ecrease or 
Sy ee a se india in the Decreaset 
istri Deaths of | in the 
D t. 
= Below Twoand! Total Below Twoand, Total aay Children Deaths of 
Two under below Two under below helow Two Years| Children 
Vests Five Five Vears Five Five | Two Years of Age below 
* | Years. | Years. * | Years. | Years. of Ave and under | Five Years 
Be. | Five Years.| of Age. 








| 

Banana - - - 2 — 2 3 | — 3 | * A | — ae | 
Bowen (Kennedy) - - 14 2 16 17 2 19 «+ * 8 — * 3 
Brisbane - - - -| 412 39 451 444 79 523 * 32 * 40 * 72 
Broad Sound - - - 5 _ 5 — —_ — tf 5 | — t 5 
Cardwell! - - - 2 — 2 — —_ — + 2 — ¢ 2 
Carpentaria - “ = — = — | 3 3 a. _* 3 * 3 
Cleveland Bay (Townsville) . —_ — — 14 1 15 *14 ' * | * 15 
Condamine - - — _ — 6 — 6 * 6 — * 6 
Dalby - : . 5 1 6 23 | 2 25 * 18 * * 19 
Drayton and Toowoomba? - 46 19 65 97 | 17 114 | * 51 f 2 * 49 
Gayndah - - - - 17 — 17 7 3 10 +10 +: * 8 * 7 
Goondiwindi - - — _ — 4 — 4 , * 4 | — "A 
Ipswich - - - -/| 1 29 140 172 28 200 : *61 | f 1 * 60 
Isaacs (Kast ) - - - — — _ 1 1 | 2 | = 1 * i = 2 
Leyburn - - - - 8 _ 8 4 | 1 5 eI a e 2 
Mackay - - - - _ —_— — 4 om 4 * 4 — * 4 
Nanango - - - — = — 2 : 1 3 * 2 me od mS 
North Cook (Somerset) - - 1 — 1 1 — } = — — 
Peak Downs Clermont): - - 5 3 8 6 — 6 * 1 + 3 t 2 
Port Curtis - - 2 — 2 5 | — 5 * 3 — * 3 
Princhester -° - - 1 _— 1 | 1 2 — * 1 = 1 
Rockhampton = - - 100 15 115 10 | 15 105 10 _ 7 10 
Roma (Mount Abundance) - 7 — 7 8 — 8 | 1 _— ae | 
St. George - - - 1 _— 1 4 1 5 * 3 * 1 * 4 
Springsure - - - 4 L & 4 4 1 5 — * 1 * 1 
Surat - - - _ _ _— 5 1 6 a5 ace | * 6 
Tambo (Mitchell) : = = a 1 1 2 | ¥* 1 * 1 * 9 
Taroom - - - - 2 _ 2 2 l 3 | — * 1 eA 
Warrego - - - - 2 _ 2 2 — 2 — — — 
Warwick - - - - 11 5 16 22 8 30 {| * 171 + 3 * 14 
Wide Bay : = -| 97 4 31 50 5 55 * 28 * 1] * 24 
Woogaroo - - 6 _ 6 1 — to t 5 — fo5 

Totals -| 786 117 908 | 1,000 172 /1,172 | #214 * 55 *269 








1 No return for last quarter of 1866. 
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TABLE showing the NumBer of MarriaGEs celebrated in each of the Years 1865 and 1866. 























District. Year, 
Banana - ‘ -{ 68 
Bowen (Kennedy) -{ rp 
Brisbane ms Z, pes 
Broad Sound - -{ ine 
Cardwell! —- ; { 1865 
Carpentaria (Burke) - 1 1800 
Cleveland Bay - : hes 
Condamine = c beep 
Dalby = = “4 a6 
Drayton and Toowoomba fare 
Gayndah > . 1866 
Goondiwindi - a er 
Ipswich é 7 oe | 
Isaacs (East) - -{ e 
terms A 
moany 
Wanango . -{ sees | 
Worth Cook (Somerset) {136s 
Peak Downs (Clermont) { te 
Port Curtis - = -4 1865 
Primchester - 5 1866 
Rockhampton - 1865 


Roma - - 





1865 

St. George = -{ 1866 
1865 
Springsure > -{ 1866 | 
(1865 

Surat - , 1) 1866 

| 

P (1865 

Tambo € Mitchell) -4 1866 
‘1865 

Taroom : | (1866 
1865 

} a 

Warrego ; -{ ‘1866 

| 

1865 

Warwick . . 1866 
1865 

Wide Bay - -{ 1866 
1865 

Woogaroo - : pene 
1865 

Total , 866 


P 1866 | 


1865 | 
z (1866 
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to | g 
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°o ° 
| od 
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&) O 
2 2 
— | 15 
23 | 16 
68 |100 
68 | 94 
3 3 
6 12 
14 | 27 
19 | $3 
ates! 
t. 
ht. l 
Lb.) oom 
29 | 91 
20 61 
Dh es 
By oa 
a | eae 
— 4 | 
iene 
— l 
[| — | 
| 15 | 48 
19 | 53 
— 2 
= 4 
te eo 
i —-_ 
-|- 
1 | = 
4 
15 | 22 | 
11 | 12 
| 
| 7) 11 
9 | 12 
| 
158 \|320 
184 $11 
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204 
161 





























Methodist. 


Wesleyan 
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1 No return for last quarter of 1866. 
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(8 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 


As regards the registered births of each of the years 1865 and 1866, the respective 
numbers are: in 1865, 3,532; in 1866, 4,126; the increase during the latter year being 
in number 594, and the centesimal ratio of increase 16°82. 7 


The respective numbers of the registered deaths of each of those years are: in 1865, 
1,733; in 1866, 2,361; the increase in the latter year being in number 628, and the 
centesimal ratio of increase 36°24. 


Comparing the two above ratios of increase with the centesimal increase in the popu- 
lation during the same year 1866, it appears that the increase in births is greater by 7°25 
per cent., but that deaths exceed the centesimal increase in the population in the far 
greater ratio of 26°67 per cent. 


In regard to the registered deaths of children, their respective numbers are in the 
year 1865, below two years of age, 786; two years and under five years of age, 117; 
total below five years of age, 903; in the year 1866 the respective numbers were 1,000 
below two years of age, 172 two and under five, 1,172 below five years of age; the 
numerical increase being, below two years of age, 214; two and under five years of age, 
55 ; and below five years of age, 269. 


The increase above pointed out as having taken place during the past year in the 
deaths of children is very large and far exceeds its due proportion to the increase in the 
population. In the case of deaths of children below two years of age, their centesimal 
Increase exceeds the centesimal increase in the population by 17°66 per cent.; of deaths 
of children of two years and under five years of age in the ratio of 37°44 per cent.; and 
of deaths of all children under five years of age, the excess is in the ratio of 20°22 per 
cent. 


The large mortality of the past year is by no means confined to children, but seems to 
have equally affected all ages; for, deducting from the total recorded deaths of all ages 
the number of deaths of children below five years of age, the remainder shows that the 
deaths of the lust year of persons of five years and upwards of age exceed the centesimal 
increase in the population by no less than 33°68 per cent. 


As a necessary result of the above large mortality it follows, in spite of the large 
number of births recorded, that the centesimal ratio of increase in the population derived 
from the registered births and deaths is smaller last year than usual, the respective rates 
for the last three years being, 1864, 2°33 per cent.; 1865, 2°39 per cent.; 1866, 2°01 
per cent. 


The last of the preceding tables, lettered G, records the marriages celebrated in each of 
the years 1865 and 1866. It will be observed that they have during the past year not only 
not kept pace with the increasing population, but that they show an absolute, although 
small diminution in their number of 7. The only religious denominations which show 
any noteworthy increase are the Church of England, the Wesleyan Methodists, and the 
Lutheran ; and the increase they show is more than counterbalanced by the small number 
celebrated by the Church of Rome, the Presbyterians, and the Baptists. ‘The number of 
marriages legalized under the Registration Act has slightly increased. 


Immigration. 


The number of immigrants from Europe who landed in this Colony during the year 
1866 was smaller than in the previous year. The following (Table H.) is an abstract 
from the Immigration Returns published at pages 97 and 98 of the Register, and gives 
the total number of arrivals during the past year at 9,846 persons :— 


























H. 
ios : No. No. of Eq 
Description of Ships. of Ships,| Persons Landed.| Statute Adults. 
Black Ball Ships - ° - - 7 
German Ships’ - - - - e 4 
Ships chartered by Emigration Commissioners - 4 1,157 
- 2 4 


Short Ships = s - m 
Total - =| 27 9,846 
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The mortality on board the above ships was as follows :— 














I, : 
Centesimal 
e | No. of gs Uy of 
Description of Ships. : eaths to Remarks, 
. ; Deaths. | Number Em- 
barked. 
EE SEES Ae Ey SN ee | aa rs cS OS CD 
Black Ball Ships - - - ~ - | 205 2°78 In addition to the deaths on board 
ship, 36 deaths occurred while 
German Ships’ = - oe - - | 78 5°98 | in quarantine, not included in 
this Return. 
Ships chartered by Emigration Commissioners | 4 0°34 - 
| 
Short Ships . - - - - i — — 
ie 
Total - - | 287 2°91 


The value of land orders issued during the year 1866 1s :— 





£ s. ad, 

Non-transferable - - - - - 39,825 0 O 
Transferable - - - - - 105,844 10 O 
Total - - £145,669 10 0 








It appears by returns compiled by the Customs authorities that the increase to the 
population, arising last year from excess of arrivals over departures by sea, was 6,632 
persons ; and as the above immigration returns show an European immigration of 9,846, 
it follows that during that period the Colony lost, by intercolonial arrivals and departures, 
3,214 persons from its population. 


Education. 


A return of primary schools under the supervision of the Board of General Education, 
for the year ending 31st December 1866, is published at folio 119 of the Register, from 
which, ‘ comparing it with the return for the year 1865,” it appears that the number of 
schools has increased from 31 to 39, and that the aggregate attendance of scholars has 
increased from 6,383 to 7,939, being at the centesimal rate of 24°38. The expenditure 
for salaries and rent has increased from 6,598/. 9s. 9d. to 7,690/. 17s. 6d., being at the 
centesimal rate of 16°55. It follows therefore that the expenditure, in proportion to the 
aggregate attendance of scholars, is smaller in the year 1866 than in the preceding 
year; and also that the attendance of pupils bears, in the year 1866, a slightly larger 
relative proportion to the population than in the year 1865, 

As regards the return of private schools, published in the Register at folio 120, it 
seems, on comparison with the return for 1865, that a considerable increase has occurred 
in their numbers and in the number of pupils attending them. The relative number of 
schools is 70 in 1865, 90 in 1866—the increase being at the rate of 28°57 per cent. Of 
scholars the number is 2,708 in 1865, 3,016 in 1866—the increase being at the rate of 
11°40 per cent. This return also shows that the ratio of increase both in the number of 
private schools as well as in the aggregate number of scholars attending them, is larger 
than the rate of increase of the population. 


Crime. * 


The following three tables, lettered J, K, L, are summaries of returns of criminal 
trials and convictions before the Central Criminal Court holden at Brisbane, and the 
circuit courts of the Colony ; (2nd) of trials and convictions before the district courts 
of the Colony ; (3rd) the criminal business of the courts of petty sessions; further 
details being given at pages 75, 78, and ic the Register. 
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J. 


CENTRAL CRIMINAL and: Crecuit Courts, 1866. 
































| 
Offences. Brisbane. | Ipswich. oe : neaatle neh eee Convicted. aoe, 
Murder - - : 1 ome —_ 1 2 == 2 
Other Felonies - - 21 31 8 16 28 67 95 
Misdemeanors - ° a 1 2 — 5 2 9 ll 
Total : -| 23 33 8 29 32 76 | 108 
K. 


District Courts, 1866. 





Metropolitan | Northern Western |Remanded or ; ‘ : 
Offences. District. District. District. Discharged. Acquitted. Convicted. | Total Tried. 

















Felonies - - = 26 26 30 § 





82 
Misdemeanors - - - 33 32 35 6 100 
Total - 59 58 65 1] 182 

L. 


Courts of Petty Sessions, 1866. 





Taken into | Committed | Convicted 

















OBencet Custody. | for Trial. | Summarily. | Discharged. | Total. 
Against person - : - - 426 54 238 426 
Against property - - - : 763 218 238 763 
Against Merchant Seamen’s Act - - 209 — 179 209 
Against Master and Servants Act — - - 145 — 101 145 
Drunkenness  - e - - - 2,283 — 1,758 2,283 
Vagrancy - . . : - 320 ] 255 320 
All other offences - - - - 437 22 278 437 

| Total = - _| 4,583 295 3,047 4,583 





Comparing the above with the crime tables of the year 1865, it will be observed that 
the total number of persons taken into custody by the courts of petty sessions has dimi- 
nished somewhat in the latter year, the principal diminution being under the heads of 
drunkenness and vagrancy. In the year 1863 the proportion of persons taken into cus- 
tody by the police and dealt with by the courts of petty sessions was 5°44 to each 100 

ersons in the Colony ; in the year 1864 the proportion was 5°73 to each 100 persons ; 
in 1865 the proportion was 5°79; and in the year 1866 it was 4°77, showing a marked 
diminution in the number taken into custody. On the other hand, the number of offences 
tried before the Central Criminal, circuit, and district courts has considerably increased. 
In 1865 the total number tried before the superior courts of the Colony was 136, of 





OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 81 


whom 99 were convicted ; in the year 1866 the number tried was 290, of whom i178 
were convicted, the number of convictions being nearly twice as great in the latter as in 
the former year. 


Out of 4,583 persons taken -into custody by the police during the year 1866, it will be 
observed that the large number of 3,609 could both read and write, that 290 could read 
but not write, and that 684 could neither read or write; the centesimal proportions 
being of those who can both read and write 78°75, of those who can read but not write 
6°33, and of those who can neither read nor write 14°92 per cent. of the total number 
taken into custody. 


Banks.— Government Savings Bank. 


Full returns of the business of this establishment for the year 1866, being the second 
year of its existence, are published in the Register, at pages 80, 81, and 82. 


The benefits and advantages afforded by this bank have, during the course of the two 
years of its existence, been extended to most of the towns of the Colony, by the esta- 
blishment of branch offices, and have been largely availed of by the public. On the 
31st December 1865 there stood in the books of the bank the sum of 56,582/. 2s. 9d., 
to the credit of 1,803 depositors; on the 31st December 1866 this sum had increased to 
86,7591. 1s. 6d., and was to the credit of 2,484 depositors. This is a very rapid increase, 
and if reference be had to the great scarcity and high value of money during, at any 
rate, the greater part of last year, the amount deposited must, In proportion to the popu- 
lation of the Colony, be considered unusually large. ‘The number of depositors has 
increased at the rate of 37°77 per cent., and the amount deposited at the rate of 53°33 
per cent, on the respective number and amount of the year 1865. 


Joint Stock Banks. 


The following table gives the aggregate banking transactions of the several private 
banks carrying on business in the Colony, for each quarter of each year since the Ist of 
January 1860. Looking to the last quarter of each year, it will be seen that notes in 
circulation, bills in circulation, and discounts have all diminished greatly since the cor- 
responding quarter of the previous year—notes at the rate of 43°05, bills at the rate of 
111°10, and discounts at the rate of 6°12 per cent. ; whilst on the other hand coin and 
bullion have increased, the former at the rate 13°27, and the latter at the rate of 18°19 
per cent. Deposits have diminished at the rate of 2°71 per cent.; but inasmuch as 
under this heading are included balances of accounts current not bearing interest, as well 
as fixed deposits bearing interest, the information derived therefrom is not of much value. 
To give their full value to the above changes it must be borne in mind that the popula- 
tion of the Colony has during the same space of time increased at the rate of 9°57 per 
cent. 
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To complete an estimate of the banking transactions of the past year it is necessary 
to take into account the issue of notes by the Government, as provided for by the 
Queensland Act of Parliament, 30th Victoria, No. 11, which Act came into operation 
on the lst November 1866. By reference to the return published at page 114 of the 
Register it will be seen that on the 3lst of December 1866 the total value of said notes 
in circulation was 24,697/.; adding this sum to the notes circulated by the private banks 
makes the total note circulation of the Colony, on the 3lst December 1866, to have been 
151,654/. 6s. 6d., or 33,842/. 10s. 11d. smaller in amount than the note circulation at the 
end of the previous year, 1865. 


Inve Stock. 


RETuRN of the LrvE Stock in the CoLony of QUEENSLAND. 


Horses. | Cattle. | Sheep. | Pigs. 


52,311 919,414 | r278,77 13,529 








The above return, so far as the number of sheep is concerned, is compiled partly from 
information collected by the police, and partly from returns forwarded to the Treasury 
by the owners of sheep stations in compliance with the Queensland Act of Parliament, 
27th Victoria, No. 2, ‘ Scab in Sheep Act.” The returns furnished in compliance with 
this Act of Parliament are made up to the 31st June of each year, and therefore wherever 
I have had to use them the number of sheep returned in that. district is probably some- 
what smaller than would have been the case had the return been made up to the 3lst of 
December following ; it is only in those instances where no returns have been received 
from the police that I have had recourse to the Treasury returns as supplying the best 
information within my reach. Comparing the above return with that of the year 1865, 
it appears by the following table N. that a fair increase has taken place in each description 
of stock, except pigs. 








N. 
. Numerical Centesimal 
—— 1865. 1866. Increase* or | Increase* or 
Decrease.t | Decrease.t 
Horses 2 - 51,001 62,311 *1,310 ¥2°57 
Cattle - - 848,346 919,414 *71,068 *8-38 
Sheep - - | 6,594,966 | 7,278,778 *683,812 *10°37 
Pigs - : -| 14,888 | 13,961 $927 {6°23 





Further detailed information of the quantity of live stock in each district of the Colony 
for the two years 1865 and 1866, showing the numerical and centesimal increase in each, 
is given in the following table :— 


K 4 
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O. 


TABLE showing the NuMBER of Live Stock in the CoLony of QUEENSLAND in the Years 1865 and 1866. 








1865. 1866. 
District. 
Horses. Cattle. Sheep. | Pigs. Horses. | Cattle. | Sheep. | Pigs. 
ea eee er ee ene es te Oh ee ee ee 
Banana s - - 895 5,610 278,122 74 1,170 6,848 328,075 20 
Bowen - - - 860 31,864 133,957 191 693 27,736 151,429 209 
Brisbane - - - §,237 57,506 4,189 5,343 4,165 26,704 5,553 3,567 
Logan - = - - 221 2,024 304 280 1,093 24,884 371 595 
Burke ! - - - = _ _ — — — 134,284 — 
Cardwell - - - —_ _ — — 491 11,308 45,567 2 
Charleville - - - 2,500 41,072 372,312 5 2,50 41,072 441,382 5 
Clermont ‘ E Z 1,178 9,264 | 490,086 139 942 10,589 | 452,723 58 
Condamine - - - 566 8,025 98,466 15 515 5,605 117,551 47 
Dalby - - - 7 2,099 24,993 | 685,897 335 2,058 24,873 | 667,150 455 
Drayton and Toowoomba - 3,892 19,009 | 521,079 1,526 3,731 14,059 | 386,823 1,733 
Gayndah - - 3,239 75,362 744,922 202 3,432 73,613 764,44] 209 
Gladstone ° = 2 1,520 48,858 56,406 454 1,670 54,981 83,1 34 281 
Goondiwindi - - - 3,960 31,726 122,076 276 3,207 23,593 102,975 147 
Ipswich ‘ : 7,098 | 112,429 | 115,575 2,339 5,018 93,572 | 129,717 2,421 
Leyburn - - : 1,005 19,106 | 245,001 305 1,470 21,291 | 248,418 371 
Mackay - - - 367 11,043 937,040 86 271 11,905 100 99 
Mitchell ? - - - 331 5,297 148,581 — 274 13,237 209,663 — 
Nanango - - é 1,493 28,003 | 120,621 74 1,216 25,216 | 149,172 
Nebo - - - - — _ _ _ 343 7,337 114,925 25 
Princhester - - * 517 19,313 57,779 158 453 17,907 72,350 320 
Rockhampton - - - 2,836 27,399 299,532 1,411 3,052 40,946 173,107 1,406 
Roma - - - - 679 9,929 439,395 _ 1,042 9,677 612,563 44 
Somerset ° - ° = 21 300 45 20 21 350 3,000 _ 
Springsure - - - 1,021 7,770 456,419 30 1,189 10,373 554,428 68 
St. George - - ‘ 2,972 | 101,430 | 176,773 46 3,467 | 109,767 | 175,062 76 
Surat - - - - 535 30,624 142,161 30 749 31,340 134,619 43 
Taroom ‘ . -{ 4,117 8,846 | 372,051 8 1,261 | 10,401 | 510,546 27 
Townsville - - . _ — _ — 616 21,396 105,450 68 
| Warwick : : -' 2,845 20,933 | 267,250 1,213 3,259 29,463 | 321,542 870 
Waverley - - - , 703 13,881 164,907 65 424 12,214 902 53 
Wide Bay - s -| 1,584 76,730 44,020 263 2.519 | 107,157 81,756 702 
‘ Total - - é 51,091 848,346 6,594,966 14,888 | 52,311 "919,414 imam 13,961 


ee 





1 No returns having been received from this district, the number of sheep is taken from the sworn returns furnished to the 


Treasury. 


2 Only eleven stations in this district have sent in returns. 


3 The number of sheep given is taken from the returns furnished to the Treasury. 


I have on former occasions alluded to the unsatisfactory condition in which the live 
stock and agricultural returns reach this office, and a reference to the foregoing table, 
and to the notes at foot thereof, do not show much improvement. From two districts 
no returns whatever have been forwarded, and in one the horses and cattle are given, but 
not the sheep. Such omissions as these necessarily tend to shake confidence in correct- 
ness of the returns from the other districts. I do not think that the fault lies this year 
with the police, who, as far as I can judge, appear to have exerted themselves to make 
the returns as perfect us lay in their power. It is to be hoped that the value of speedy 
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and reliable statistical information about subjects of such grave importance to the Colony 
as the state of its agriculture and the increase or decrease of its live stock will shortly 
be so generally recognized in Queensland as to lead to the discontinuance of the present 
imperfect means of collection, and the substitution of some more effective and reliable 
plan for obtaining the desired returns. 


Crown Lands. 
Pp, 


Ré&turn of the Quannitr of Laxpy Sovp, GRANTED, or Leasep by the Crown during the Year 1866, with 
the Money received therefrom. 


we oe wee Oy, oe 3 cw: mtn Se Sh Se ~ fe aon er eae ee mee —— eer So ey ey ba eee oe ws: Kel ak Se Sees es = ee em + we ee eee 


Total. 
































Casas : Area, | Value. ; ———____—— 
| | | Area. | Value. 
Acres. & | Acres. x | 
Land sold by Public Auction - - | 41,037 | 68,425 
Pre-emptive Sales - - - - | 62,548 | 62,548 
Non-competitive Sales - - - 280 650 
Mineral Lands - - - - 610 579 
Sales in Agricultural Reserves - - 9,123 9,123 | | 
Total Lands sold - - | 141,325 
Land leased in Agricultural Reserves -! 3,173 897 

Ditto 6d.per Acre” - ~ -' 6,526 138 

Ditto Sugar Regulations - - | 7,470 374 

Ditto Leasing Act, 30 Vict., No. 12 - | 





15,211 | 1,896 


' 
| 








| 
| | 
| 2 ale ol 113,598 





| Total Lands leased - -i- -j|- - | 31,380 2,805 
' Grants for Special Purposes - o 713 _— | 
| Grants under Cotton Regulations — - of. es — | 
, | 713 _ 
| 


| Total Lands granted - coe - | - - 


re oe ee ee ee Sas — ee ee _——- + . -_— - - ster - es ee ee ee eps! ites - —--= = ere ee ee 


In the year 1865 the total quantity of land sold was 145,799 acres, which realized the 
sum of 224,403/. There is therefore a falling off in the quantity sold in the year 1866 
of 32,201 acres, and in the amount realized in the sum of 83,078/.; the diminution in 
the area sold being at the rate of 22°09 per cent., and in the value thereof at the rate of 
37°02 per cent. It is worthy of remark that the quantity of land sold by public auction 
is larger by 4,979 acres in the year 1866 than in the year 1865, and that the great falling 
off in the total quantity sold is found under the head of Pre-emptive sales, the respective 
quantities sold being 101,856 acres in 1865, and 62,548 acres in 1866. 

The quantity of land alienated in fee by the Crown within the limits of and since the 
foundation of the present Colony of Queensland amounted, on the 3ist December 1866, 
to 616,293 acres. The following table, Q, gives the quantity of land sold by public 
auction in each Commissioner’s district during each of the years 1864, 1865, and 1866. 



































Q 
eri a ne ye, es 
Year. Morcton. | Darling Downs. | Port Curtis. Wide Bay and | Kennedy. | Leica, Maranoa. | Total. 
aa A. | A. | i | A. | A. | a 4 a | A. 
1864 25,508 5,652! 4809 | 1,518 ! 3,676 | 9 21 41,194 
1865 28,435 | 5,967 | 1850 | 2038 | 3,261 . 237 267 36,058 
1866 20,787 | 11,024 | 2,394 | 2,044 | 3,420 | 443 | (929 41,037 
| ! 





eg 





eee = ee ae 





me ee 





a 


The total quantity of land under the provisions of the Real Property Act of 1861 
was, on the 3lst December 1865, 426,833 acres 1 rood 101 perches; to this must be 
added, as the result of last year’s operations, the further quantity of 127,942 acres 
1 rood 10} perches, making a total of land under the above Act, on the 31st December 
1866, of 554,775 acres 2 roods and 21 perches. The total quantity of land within the 
limits of the Colony alienated in fee by the Crown, before and since separation, 
amounted, on the 3lst December 1866, to 694,345 acres. The proportion which the 
Jand under the provisions of the Real Property Act bears to the whole quantity of 
land alienated in fee by the Crown was, on the-3lst December 1866, 79°90 per cent., 
that is to say, that out of each 100 acres alienated as above by the Crown very 
nearly 80 acres are under the provisions of the above Real Property Act. 

20044, 


QUEENS- 
LAND. 
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As the quantity of land not under the above Act each year diminishes, it necessarily 
follows that the year’s applications to bring portions of it under the Act become less 
numerous; on the other hand, the various dealings with land already under the Act 
rapidly increase. | 


Real Property Transfer Office. 


The following tables exhibit in detail the work of the above Office since its formation 


on the Ist January 1862, also the aggregate receipts and expenditure for the same 
period. 


R. 








1863. | 1864. | 1865. | 1866. Total. 


—_— | 1862. 
































Number of applications to bring land under the “ Real Property | 485 | 530] 650| 499 | 363] 2,527 
Act.” 
Number of conveyances of land under the “ Real Property Act” | 376 | 1,317 |2,397 , 3,153 | 3,180 | 10,423 


Number of mortgages of land under the “ Real Property Act” 36} 107; 306! 619; 926] 1,994 

Number of discharges of mortgages under the “ Real Property | — — — — 233 233 
Act.” 

Number of other dealings - - - 6 32 62 | 249 | 351 700 


Number of deeds of grant registered under the “ Real Property | 1,442 | 2,589 | 3,106 | 3,338 | 2,933 | 13,408 
Act.” 


Total number of transactions  - ~—=—~ | 2,845 | 4,575 | 6,521 |7,858 |7,986 | 29,285 





EEE | soe | ae 
2 





| 


Number of certificates of title issued in pursuance of the above | 612 | 2,060 | 3,009 | 4,024 





3,860 | 18,666 








S. 


STATEMENT of all Sums received into the Reat Properry Orricr during each year of its existence. 


ee 





ee ee Le Re IS Se I a ee 





on Fees of Office. Assurance Fund. Total. 
£ s. a. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
1862 —sie - - 1031 1 1 286 9 4 1,317 10 5 
1863 - - - 2,031 10 10 377 10 10 2,409 1 8 
1864 - ~ - 3,378 5 4 716 1 #O 4,094 6 4 
1865 - - - 4,127 16 11 579 9 9 4,707 6 8 
1866 - - - 4,592 18 9 490 111 — 5,083 O 8 
Total - - 15,161 12 11 2,449 12 10 17,611 5 9 





STATEMENT of AMOUNTS paid on account of SALARtes and ContinGENcies from lst January 1862 
to 3lst December 1866. 











ee Salaries. Contingencies. Total. 
£ d. £ d. £ os. d. 


Ss, S. 


1862, 1863, 1864, and1865| 5,589 16 4 1,628 5 9 7,218 2 1 
1866 = : -| 2497 6 0 532 11 9 2959 17 9 
Total - -| g017 2 4 | 216017 6 | 10,177 19 10 


N.B.—No claim against the assurance fund has been received. 


Agriculture. 


The following return shows the quantity of land under cultivation to have been 
24,433 acres on the 3lst December 1866. ‘This is a large increase on 14,414 acres, 
the quantity returned as under cultivation on the 31st December 1865; the per-centage 
of increase is 69°51. 


CoMPARATIVE View of the Strate of AGRICULTURE in each District of QUEENSLAND, for the Years 1865 and 1866. 
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The principal heads under which this increase is most apparent are maize, cotton, and 
hay or dry fodder. Cotton especially shows an average nearly sixfold greater than was 
the case in the year 1865; the Brisbane, Ipswich, Logan, and Maryborough districts 
are those which have mainly produced the increase in cotton. Although the returns of 
land under sugar cultivation show in the aggregate an increase of about 50 per cent. on 
the quantity returned in the year 1865, the total amount is small, and it will doubtless be 
observed that a decrease appears in the Brisbane district, arising from a large plantation 
having been allowed during the past year temporarily to tall out of cultivation. 

Under this head it may be as well to draw attention to last year’s importations of 
grain and other agricultural productions of those descriptions capable of being grown in 
the Colony. 














1 
sata | Quantity. Value. | Remarks. 
i e He 

Wheat - - - bushels | 5,065 | Lore. 0 O..4 
Barley - - a ee 1591 « 420 0 0 : 
Oats ; e 2 waa Leas 5,099 0 0 This list might have been made 
Maize ‘ y | 191,059 45,268 9 0 longer by the addition of tobacco, 
Hay and straw - - bales 11,281 | 21,137 0 O | suear, arrowroot, butter, cheese, 
Potatoes - - - cwt. | 78,668 | 28,503 0 0 | poultry, &e. &e, 
Onions - - - lbs. 409,870 3,466 0 0 | 
Oatmeal and maizemeal - ewt. | 2,125 38,486 0 O | 
Flour - - - tons — 14,637 ) 261,205 0 0 | 

Total - - -- ' 370,157 O O 

Shipping. 


The shipping returns for the year 1866 show a considerable increase during the year 
in the number of ships trading to Queensland. This increase has principally taken place 
in the intercolonial commerce. ‘The total numbers of ships entered inwards and cleared 
outwards, with their aggregate tonnage and crews, are given below for each of the years 
1865 and 1866. 

































































Va 
| Entered inwards. Cleared outwards. 
Year. Pa oe 2 —_ —_ ~ eon as haat ai ies in hoe tana a aa 

| Ships. | ‘Tonnage. Crews. | Ships. | Tonnage. . Crews. 
pace ar. wee ae es 12,294 | 488 167,153 11,791 
1866 P e = 569 | 197,665 Tei | 556 | 195,991 13,567 
Numerical inerease - - | 72 | 24,4388 = 1,479 | 68 | 28,838 1,776 

amin sae ancl enti 3 _ stout 
Centesimal increase - - | 14°49 | | 12°03 | 13°93 | 17-25 


14°11 15°06 








The nationality of all ships trading to or from the Colony during the year 1866 is given 
in the following table. | 

































































Ww. 
piste acreage: ae ainieeemiateceeaiaedin otis: eeeeeaimaninaiaiaaaatae a 
| Entered inwards, Cleared outwards. 
Nationality. | are rere entices aaa tas , wa ee ee eee ae ore 
Ships. | Tonnage. | Crews. | Ships. | Tonnage. | Crews. 
Great Britain - - , 40 | 34,671 | 1,192 | 37 32,716 948 
France - - -— l 61 10 | l 61 Y 
Germany - - -— 5 | 3,312 96 | 5 | 3,311 9] 
Denmark - ° = | 2 553 21 2 553 24 
British Possessions = + * 521 159,068 12,454 | 3511 159,350 | 12,495 
Total et | 197,665 | 13,773 | 556 195,991 13,567 
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The country from whence the above ships have arrived, or whither they have sailed, 
as well as the particular port in Queensland which they entered or left, will be found by 
reference to the shipping tables published at pages 99 and 101 of the Register. 


Trade. 
The estimated value of the exports and imports by sea of the year 1866 is-— 
Imports by seas - - - - - £2,467,907 
Exports by sea -" - - - - £1,366,491 


of the overland trade with the neighbouring colonies no record is at present obtainable. 
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Comparing the above returns with those for the year 1865, it appears that during the Quzens 
year 1866 the imports have diminished in value by 37,652/., or at the rate of 1°50 Lan. 
per cent. on the imports of the year 1865; and that exports have increased in value by = —— 
213,027/., or at the rate of 18°46 per cent. on the exports of the year 1865. 

A further examination of the trade returns for the last two years shows that the 
exportation of goods which are the produce or the manufacture of Queensland have 
increased in estimated value during the year 1866 by the sum of 175,9221., or at the rate 
of 15°73 per cent. on the similar exports of the year 1865; and that the re-exportation 
of goods the produce or the manufacture of other countries or colonies has increased in 
the year 1866 by the sum of 37,105/., or at the rate of 103°89 per cent. on the value of 
similar exports in the year 1865. 2 
Totat VALUE in Sterling of the Imports and Exports of the Cotony of QuEFNSLAND, from and to each 

Country, in the Years 1860, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865, and 1866. 
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me ee ee none. 
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Increase per cent.* or 



































| ( 
=e Year, | Imports therefrom. Exports thereto. | “Tecrese * Per ; cay 
| | Imports. | Exports. 
: 
| £ sal £ aad £ | f£ 
| 1860; 56,730 0 0 = Bae — 
|: 1861 90,905 0 0! 119,515 0 0 # 60°24 an 
11862 | 215,509 0 0} 238,553 0 0° *137°07 | * 99-60 
Great Britain - z -< | 1863 | 365,093 0 0| 233,392 0 0, * 69°41 | f 21°63 
1864 506,697 0 0| 354,636 0 0; * 38°79 | * 51°95 
1865 713,545 0 0} 240,550 0 0 | * 40°82 | } 32°17 
1866, 742,884 0 0| 321,939 0 O!* 4:11 | * 33-83 
1860; 523.165 0 0! 161,546 00: — | — 
1861 | 874,797 13 11 | 589,633 15 0 | * 67°21 | *264-°99 
: 1862 | 1,100,935 0 0 | 550,839 0 0 , * 25-85 t+ 6°58 
Australian Colonies and New Zealand < | 1863 | 1,335,606 0 0 649,299 0 O : 21°32 | * 17°37 
_ 1864 . 1,746,871 0 0| 892,320 0 O° * 30°79 | * 37°43 
| 1865 1,783,737 0 O| 912,824 0 0; 2:11 ;* 2-29 
; 1866 | 1,711,895 O O01} 1,027,918 0 0: +¢ 4:03 ; # 12°61 
| 1860 is pass = oo 
1861 | 1,180 0 0 — fee 
1862 | 4,688 0 0 — '* 99°73 | — 
Germany - - ° . 1863 | 12,5389 O 0 | — | * 16°53 | —_— 
1864 ° 7,370 0 0: ae + 41-22 — 
1865 | 8.277 0 0: me * 12°30 a 
1866 | $3921 0 0° oe + 52°63 — 
1860 — a | 311 0 O08 — jo — 
India, China, Ceylon, Batavia, J ae 2 Ns pea : ae Soke yaa 
Penang, and Guam. ; 186-4 a | "9400. — | + 97°92 
| 1865 — 13 0 0 | — | ft 86°17 
1866 | 9,059 0 0 16,396 0 0! —  ‘*126,023:08 
| 1860 at fe — ai 
| 1861 | ue ae oo = 
| ! | = 1,968 0 0 — — 
South America - - | 1863 — 706 O O — t 64°13 
|| 1864 6,880 0 0 400 ae t 99°43 
| 1865 ou "7 0 Q ~~ | - 
| 1866 es 88 0 0 —  , * 14°29 
1860 | si 311 00, — > ees 
1861 oan hes — aes 
| 1862 | 2,394 0 0 = | sits me 
New Caledonia - - -< | 1863 | — — | ee — 
| 1864 36 0 O ae ; oo = 
ia = oa 2 
|| 1866 — 150 0 0! — — 
f 1860 . — — nen — 
1861 | 1,068 0 0 ae ae _ 
1862 ee a re 
South Sea Islands and Coral Sea 1863 95 00 463 O 0 | _ 3 —_ 
Fishery. 1864 100 0 0 — *300°00 | 3 — 
1865 mee = i ae 
1866 148 0 0 — —_ : —_ 
1860 | 742,023 0 0| 523,476 0 O| | — | a 
1861 | 967,950 13 11 | 709,598 15 0 | * 30°45 | * 35°56 
1862 | 1,323,509 0 O| 793,236 0 0: * 36°73 | * 11°79 
Totals - ° -< | 1863 | 1,713,268 0 0] 888,381 0 es * 11°99 
1864 | 2,267,954 0 0 | 1,247,054 O O| * 32°38 | * 40-37 
1865 | 2,505,559 O O| 1,153,464 0 0O| * 10°48 | ft 7°55 
1866 | 2,467,907 O 0 | 1,366,491 0 0; f 1-50 id 18°46 
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By the above table it appears that the direct trade of the Colony with Great Britain 
has increased under the heads of both Imports and Exports, the former at the rate 
of 4:11 per cent. and the latter at the rate of 33°17 per cent.; while the trade with the 
other Australian colonies has under the head of Imports diminished at the rate of 4:03 
per cent., and of Exports has increased at the rate of 12°61. | 

The value of the following table, showing the yearly quantity and estimated value 
of wool exported from Queensland since its formation as a Colony, is much diminished 
by no distinction having been made between washed and unwashed wool. Last year for 
the first time this distinction is drawn, and will in future years be of much service, 


ne 


YEARLY Export of Woot. 











Years. | To Great Britain. | To New South Wales. Total. 
Ibs. £ Ibs. £ Ibs. £ 
1860-  - = ne 5,007,167 444,188 | 5,007,167 444,188 
ig61-  -| 1,415,991 109,425 | 5,578,042 503,649 | 6,994,033 613,074 
1862- -| 2,522,662 195,506 ' 5,540,950 431,676 | 8,063,612 627,182 
1863-  -| 2,502,064 213,688 | 8,166,980 563,088 | 10,669,044 776,776 
1864-  -| 3,932,715 337,818 | 10,074,074 699,845 | 14,006,789 | 1,037,663 
1865-  -| 2,507,579 197,826 9,744,262 687,473 | 12,251,841 885,299 
Clean | 3,169,768 272.754 | 8,830,457 613,999 \ 
1866 ‘ Grease! 259,358 16,462 | 2,086,656 84,444 [| 14,946,289 987,659 
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It will be seen by the foregoing table that the export of wool in the year 1866 was 
larger than in the previous year. The difference in quantity shipped was 2,094,398 lbs., 
being an increase at the rate of 17°09 per cent. on the quantity exported in the year 
1865; the increase in the estimated value is 102,360/., being at the rate of 11°56 per 
cent. on the estimated value of the previous year, 1865. The difference observable 
in the respective centesimal rates of increase of the quantity and value of wool shipped 
arises from a smaller average rate of value per pound having been given to the wool 
in the latter year. In the year 1865 the average estimated value was 17°34d. per pound, 
in 1866 it was 16°52d. per pound. 

Many causes, arising trom the weather, the state of the roads, the labour market, &c. &c., 
disturb the yearly estimates of wool exported, and tend improperly to increase or diminish 
the shipments of each individual year. The safest way to calculate the increase is to 
take the average yearly rate of increase of the whole number of years over which the 
table extends, this average will be found to be 31°08 per cent. per annum. 

The quantity and estimated value of cotton exported in 1866 is greater than in the 
year 1865. The quantity shipped in 1866 was 207,272 lbs., and its estimated value 
19,6181., showing an increase on the previous year of 61,452 lbs., estimated to be of the 
value of 7,421/. These figures are still small, and deserve notice principally as showing 
the commencement and growth of an industry likely to become hereafter of great 
importance. 

Next to wool the largest increase in any export of Queensland produce is to be found 
under the head “ Live stock,” the total estimated value being 38,948/., the increase on the 
shipments of the year 1865 being estimated at 32,544/. Provisions and copper ore also 
show a large increase on the shipments of 1865, the former of 16,503/., and the latter of 














15,4781. [he value of the exports and imports by sea from or to each port in the 
Colony is given in the following table :— 
Z. 
i a rg a a pe a ena 
Port. | Exports. | Imports. Total Trade 
£ £ £ 
Albany - - : = 86 86 
Brisbane - - - 773,834 1,838,283 2,612,117 
Cleveland Bay’ - - 29,266 29,848 59,114 
Hinchinbrook. = - - — 1,812 1,812 
Maryborough - - 91,808 84,420 176,228 
Pioneer River  - - 14,065 2,326 16,391 
Port Curtis - - 62,056 18,465 80,521 
Port Denison - - 42,437 . 78,208 120,645 
Rockhampton - - 348,745 413,880 762,625 
St. Lawrence - - 4,280 579 4,859 
Total - - 2,467,907 3,834,398 


| 1,366,491 


ee ae eee —— ee - 
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The following return of sheep which have crossed the frontier of Queensland on their 
way to other colonies during the year 1866 did not reach me in time to be placed in its 
proper place among the tables printed in the register :— 





From the District of Warwick - = - o 41,770 
Ditto Ditto Moonie - - « © 59,766 
Ditto Ditto Warrego - - - - 54,200 
Ditto Ditto Paroo - - - - 17,080 
Ditto Ditto Goondiwindi - - - 185,050 

Total - - - 305,866 





The frontier inspector, by whom the above was compiled, states that the returns from 
Goondiwindi are imperfect, and that he believes 400,000 would be nearer the total 
number of sheep exported across the frontier during the year 1866. ‘Taking the return 
as it stands, and valuing the sheep at the low average, for the year 1866, of nine shillings 
per head, the sum of 160,139/. 14s. is produced, and should be added to the Customs 
returns for the past year, raising the estimated value of the exports during that period 
from 1,366,4917. to 1,526,630/., and also raising the value of exported live stock from 
38,9481. to 199,087/. 14s. Many head of cattle are also known to have crossed the 
frontier, but no account has been kept of their number. It is hoped that in future years 
more attention will be paid to the collection of these important returns. 


Revenue. 


Receipts and ExpenpirureE of the Year ending 31st December 1866. 





Receipts during the Year, including Land : ; is 
Orders received in payment of Land purchased se aa ae during the Year, including 


from the Crown. d Orders negotiated. 
£ os. d. £ os. a. 
592,968 10 10 696,828 15 4 
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The expenditure of the year 1866, charged to the Consolidated Revenue Fund, 
exceeds the receipts of that year by the sum of 103,860/. 4s. 6d., irrespective of a further 
expenditure during the year, and charged to the Loan Fund, of 965,346/. 2s. 6d. 


Comparing the above receipts and expenditure with those of the year 1865, the 
following are the total results :— 




















ae Receipts. | Expenditure. Balance to Credit* or 
to Debitt of Revenue. 
£ 5. d. £ s. d. £ ss. d. 
1865 * “ - - = 631,431 17 11 617,996 8 1 * 13,435 9 10 
1866 . - e - - 592,968 10 10 696,828 15 4 1 103,860 4 6 
Increase* or Diminutiont in 1866 = {38,463 7 1 *78,832 7 3 
Centesimal rate of Increase or Diminution {6°09 *12°75 





The receipts of the year 1866, as given above, appear to be smaller than the receipts 
of the year 1865 by the sum of 38,463/. 7s. 1d.; this diminution is attributable to a 
large decrease in the land revenue of the past year, and to the receipts of the previous 
year having been credited with the sum of 21,664/. 16s. 8d. as premium on debentures 
sold during that year, an item which does not appear in the year 1866. 


en following table enables an accurate comparison of the two years’ receipts to be 
made :-— 3 
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92 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 
Receipts on Account of the QuEENsLAND ConsoLipaATED ReveNnus Funp during each of the Years 1865 and 
1866. 

| . | Increase* or Centesimal 

Head of Revenue. 1865. 1866. Decreaset in the latter] §Increase* or 

eo : | year. Decrease.} 
: £ s. d. | £ s. d. £ s. d. 
Customs - : - -, 195,540 15 1. 223,384 138 11 | %27,843 18 10 
Stamp Duty - - =. me 4,295 9 2) *4995 9 2 
Gold - - : - 3,556 13 5 2,987 15 10 7578 17 7 
Land Revenue - - -, 823,647 10 3 | 248,722 0 9) 74,925 9 6 
Postage - - - -; 18,081 16 9 19,570 38 4 *1.488 6 7 
Commission on Post Office Orders | 771 18 10 486 15 6 285 3 4 
Licences - - > -' 22,044 17 4 22,637 6 6 #592 9 2 
Fees of Office - - -' 12,961 7 8 12,587 5 11 4374. 1 =«9 
Fines and Forfeitures - - 1,894 3 8 2,569 7 6 *675 3 10 
Rents (exclusive of land) - - 591 12 8 591 13 10 *0 1 2 
Harbour Dues and Fees - ° 5,195 8 3 6,482 5 0O #1,286 16 9 
Railway Receipts - =} «5,679 3 7| 26,504 14 5 | *20,825 10 10 
Civil Service Superannuation Fund 2,159 2 3! 2,251 4 38 {507 18 0O 
Electric Telegraph Receipts -; 10,064 18 9: 10,858 15 7 *793 16 10 
Premium on Debentures - - ! 21,664 16 8 — ' $21,664 16 8 
Miscellaneous Receipts - -, 696712 9| 9,078 19 4{ #2111 6 7 

Total - -' 631,431 17 11 | 592,968 1010} [38,463 7 1 16°09 


tl 





Revenue derived from the Crown Lands of the Colony. 


This item of revenue is divisible into two parts; first, the amount realized by the 
alienation in fee of portions of the said lands, and which, strictly speaking, is not revenue ; 
and, secondly, the amount realized as annual rent, or assessment, for other portions of 


the said lands, the fee thereof still remaining in the Crown. 

The following is a return of the amounts received in payment for land sold by the 
Crown during each of the first seven years of the Colony’s existence, distinguishing cash 
payments from payments made in land orders :-— 


ee i or ee 
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Total Amount | 











- Amount received | Amount receivedin —. 
Year. in Cash. Land Orders. ieee eae 
| 
a a ee ee a Ee ee ARN aT ee naar iamieagies 
£ Ss. d. ue §. d. | £ &. d. 
1860 - | 45,955 7 5 — ! 45,955 7 5 
1861 -: 68,700 13 3 — 68,700 13 3 
' 1862 -, 69,3881 15 O 51,144 17 4 . 110,526 12 4 
1863 -;: 40,007 2 3 95,607 15 3 | 135,614 17 6 
1864 - | 57,698 17 11 133,031 3 4 190,730 1 3 
1865 -, 99,461 0 O 158,970 9 I 218,431 9 I 
| 1866 - 29,393 18 7 102,217 35 11 | 6. 


131,611. 4 
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By the above table the year 1866 shows a serious falling off in its receipts derived from 
the sale of land, especially in that portion of them which were paid in cash. The cen- 
tesimal rate of decrease in the total amount received in that year is 39°74, and in the 
cash portion of the receipts is 50°56. 

Under the second of the above parts, namely, the one referring to rents and 
assessments, the receipts during each of the last seven years are given in the following 
table :— 





| 























BD . «Se ££ s. ad. £ os. d. £ ss. d. 
-55,617 7 3 64,552 3 6) 82,059 6 7 87,821 17 7 
| i 


a rem eae rr PPP iS SE NSS SAAN ai 


1860. | 1861. | 1862. 1863. | 1864. 
| 


| 
£ s. d. | £ 5s. d. | £ « 4 
90,730 9 56 gas 1 2 | 





A steady annual increase is shown in the above return, the receipts of the year 1866 
being rather more than double those of the year 1860. 
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Revenue derived from Duties collected by the Customs. 


The revenue collected by the Customs was last year larger than on any previous 
year, not, however, to be attributed to a larger importation of dutiable articles, but to a 
great addition having, during the year, been made to the scale of duties. 

The following is a table showing the amount collected by the Customs during each of 
the last seven years, and the rateable proportion each year’s collections bear to the mean 
population of such year :— 
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| 
7 Mean He ve Remarks. 
ion 3 : pad of the | 
Year. ora Customs Receipts. | per Nicaa er ee ee Ge Te ee aan ees 
e ! e e e . . 
Year. | Population. ' Acts of Queensland Parliament imposing additional Customs Duties. 
' 
t 


t 


£ Ss. d. 
1860 | 27,017 | 59,210 3 7 
1861 | 31,886 | 71,678 18 11 | 
8 
1! 
6 \ 
1 








a ee RY eR ese 


1862 | 40,593 | 96,107 11 


COCOA ~T Or & 
fa 
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1863 | 53,970 |125,199 6 11 | 43 
1864 | 67,181 | 153,341 19 6! 72 | 28 Vict., No. 16, Export tax on Gold. 
1865 |; 80,905 | 195,540 15 | 4°06 | 29 Vict., No. 2, increased import duties on Wines and 
Spirits. 
1866 | 91,973 | 223,384 13 11 | 8 6°75 | 30 Vict., No. 9 and No. 15, ad valorem and otlier import 
| duties. 
| | 
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It is remarkable that, in spite of the great addition made last year to our import dutise, 


the average receipts per head of the mean population should be almost exactly the same 
as in the previous year, the year’s increase in population and in Customs receipts having 
maintained precisely the same centesimal rate. 

It is difficult to estimate correctly the real difference in the Customs receipts attri- 
butable to increased taxation, for there can be no question that the imposition of a heavy 
ad valorem duty has materially diminished the estimated value placed by importers on 
their imports. A calculation founded therefore on the proportion that the Customs 
duties received during any previous year or years bore to the estimated value of the 
imports of that year or years is necessarily disturbed in the case of last year, by the 
different scale of valuation adopted by importers since the passing of the Queensland 
Acts of Parliament, 30 Victoria, No. 9, and 30 Victoria, No. 15. 


Expenditure charged to Consolidated Revenue Fund. 


The total expenditure of the year 1866, charged to the above account, exceeds that of 
the year 1865 by the sum of 78,8321. 7s. 3d. ‘This difference is far more than accounted 
for by the following items, most of them the unavoidable consequences of previous 
legislation, and others having no previous existence, and not being likely to recur again. 


De - -Se; 20. 

Interest on Debentures in excess of the amount paid in 1865 - - - $3,929 13 1 
Payments under Schedule B. in excess of the amount paid in 1865 - - 7,828 0 9 
Interest paid to Union Bank on account of overdrawn account - - - 10,000 0 O 
Expenses attending the issue of Debentures, Treasury Bills and Notes, and z , 
salaries and contingencies of Stamp Duty Office - - - - EO ne: 2 
Railway salaries and contingencies in excess of those of 1865 - - - 8,190 13 4 
Torres’ Straits Mail Service - - . - - - - 25,571 19 10 
Amount paid to Relief Camps during the year - - - - - 12,949 11 4 
- Charitable Institutions * - - - - 17,281 2 11 

Total - - - £136,856 19 8 





Compared with the mean population of each of the years 1865 and 1866, the total 
expenditure each year, charged to the Consolidated Revenue Fund, is for the year 1865 
at the rate of 71. 12s. 9°22d. per head, and for the year 1866 at the rate of 7/. 1ls. 6°34d. 
per head. 


Public Debt. 


The total amount of the public debt of the Colony of Queensland was, on the 31st 
December 1865, 1,135,550/. During the year 1866 debentures representing the sum of 
718,750/. were sold, as well as treasury bills os the sum of 300,000l. 

20044, 
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The total debt of the Colony on the 3lst December 1866 was 2,150,300/. This 
debt, compared with the mean population of the Colony during that year, is at the rate 
of 231. 7s. 7°12d. per head; and the annual interest payable thereon (the debentures 
bearing six per cent., and the Treasury bills ten per cent. per annum), amounting to 
141,018/., is at the rate of 1/. 10s. 7-98d. per head of the mean population of the past 

ear. 
: The various foregoing caiculations, under the general head of Revenue, are based 
solely on the statement of revenue and expenditure of the Colony during the year 1866, 
published at pages 129 to 155 inclusive of the register, prepared and compiled by the 
Auditor-General of the Colony, and presented to both Houses of Parliament by command 
of his Excellency the Governor. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. O. DARVALL, 
Registrar-General. 
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VICTORIA. 


No. 17. 
(Not received.) 
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TASMANIA, 


No. 18. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor T. Gore Browne, C.B., to his Grace the Duke 
of BuckINGHAM 4ND CHANDos. 


(No. 28.) Government House, Hobarton, T'asmania, 
My Lorp Dukg, September 19, 1867. 
I HAVE the honour to forward copies of the statistics of Tasmania, supplied in 
place of a Blue Book for the year 1866. 

These returns have been prepared with great care, and contain more information than 
has heretofore been published in previous papers of a similar description. 

Your Grace will observe that during the ten years ending in 1866 emigration has 
been in excess of immigration, which has been caused by the attraction of the gold fields 
in the neighbouring colonies. Notwithstanding this decrease the population has increased 
during the ten years by 15,368, and by 2,167 or 2°28 per cent. during the year 1866. 
It was estimated at 97,368 on 3lst December 1866. 

Exports and imports have declined gradually during the ten years ending in 1866. 
In 1857 they were 16/. 4s. Od. and 15/. 4s. Odd. per head, and in 1866 they had fallen 
to 8. 11s. 54d. and 9/. 13s. 64d. 

The debt of the Colony amounted to 553,280/. on 31st December 1866, being con- 
siderably less in proportion to the population than that of any of the neighbouring 
colonies except South Australia. 

Of the public revenue I need only observe that it amounted in 1866 to (in round 
numbers) 240,800/., and that 1 have every hope that it will in future be equal to, if not 
in excess of the ordinary expenditure. 

Your Grace will observe that penal establishments are maintained at a cost of 
24,362I/., and charitable establishments at 29,1611/., together amounting to 53,500/. 

The return of agricultural produce is not, I regret to say, as good as it ought to be, 
for which the statistician assigns various and sufficient, if not satisfactory, reasons. Live 
stock have slightly increased during the ten years, the alteration in any one year having 
been unimportant. The wool produced in Tasmania has for some time brought a good 
price in the English market, and still continues to do so. 

Serious crime has decreased rapidly during the last few years. In 1859 twelve 
persons were executed, in 1864 one, in 1865 two, and in 1866 none; this must doubt- 
less be attributed to the decrease by death and emigration of the original convict 
population. 

The report of the Board of Education which I attach to these papers is satisfactory, 
and I have no hesitation in saying that the scheme of education in this Colony 1s well 
fitted to spread sound education through all classes of the community. The plan of 
giving exhibitions which give admission to superior schools to young boys, of conferring 
the degree of Associate of Arts on more advanced students, and finally of providing for 
the maintenance of two young men annually at the English University, after they have 
proved themselves duly qualified, has raised the standard of education throughout the 
Colony, and has prevented the gradual decline which must have followed if that standard 
had depended only on comparison with others in the same isolated locality. 

The vital statistics of Tasmania have always been highly satisfactory, the mean rate 
for the year being 13°72 per thousand, that of the ten years ending in 1866 having been 
16°23 per thousand, | 

I have, &c. 
(Signed ) T. GQRE BROWNE, 

His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, 

&e. &c. &c. 
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To the Honourable the Cotonrar SECRETARY. 


Sir, Legislative Council, Hobart Town, July 31, 1867. 
I nave the honour to present herewith the statistics of the Colony for the year 1866. 

My appointment as statistician was not publicly notified until the 22nd January last, 
and nearly one month of the present year had therefore passed before I was in a position 
to commence the work. This will account, in some measure, for any imperfections 
which may be found in regard to the form or matter of the returns, Inasmuch as it 
left me so much less time in which to compile them. On a more leisurely review 
of the returns on a future occasion, further improvements may very possibly suggest 
themselves. 

On assuming the duties of the new office I found that the statistics of former years 
had been prepared in so imperfect and inaccurate a manner, and with so little regard to 
order and method, that it was necessary to recast the whole; and accordingly the first 
duty was to reconsider every return, both with reference to matter and shape, and to 
devise new forms where it appeared desirable. This of itself, considering the short time 
at my disposal, if the returns were to be completed in time for presentation to Parliament, 
was a most anxious and laborious duty. 

In addition to this, a large number of new returns has been added, affording a cor- 
responding amount of information, which I trust may be found useful and instructive. 
The obtaining of the information necessary for the preparation of these returns, the 
examination, arranging, and compiling of them when received, and the inauguration of 
an entirely new system, have occupied the whole of the time not necessarily devoted to 
my other official duties, and have entailed an amount of physical and mental labour 
which would scarcely seem credible to those who have never been engaged in a similar 
work and under similar circumstances; and in consideration of the fact that all this has 
been done by myself, without any assistance whatever (except in reading some of the 
proofs, in which Mr. H. M. Hull has been kind enough to lend his aid), and without any 
actual increase of emolument, I hope to receive at least credit for a considerable share of 
zeal and public spirit, and to reap such a measure of approval as the exhibition of those 
qualities may seem to merit. 

My object throughout has been, primarily, to make the returns practically useful to 
the Government, the Legislature, and the public generally ; and in subordination to that 
design, to serve tlie cause of statistical and social science. 

For the sake of convenience I shall follow, in the remarks which I may have to 
make, the order which has been observed in the classification of the Returns themselves. 


].— Population. 


The first four returns arc simply reprinted without alteration, and require no comment. 

The total population of the Colony on the 31st December, as estimated by adding the 
increase by births and arrivals, and subtracting the decrease _by deaths and departures, 
was 97,368,—an increase of 2,167, or 2°28 per cent. | 

The density of population is, for the whole Colony with its dependent islands, 3°71 to 
a square mile ; or if the islands and lakes be excluded, four persons to a square mile. If, 
again, the unsettled parts (being 4,832,000 acres) be deducted, leaving 18,665-62 square 
miles, there will be 5-22 persons to a square mile. “The number of inhabitants to the 
“ square mile in Victoria at the date of the census in 1861 was 6:2. There is now, in 
‘© 1866, an additional unit, or rather more than seven persons to the square mile. In New 
“ South Wales, in 1861, there was rather more than one person to each square mile ; and 
“in South Australia but four-tenths of a person to each square mile. In England and 
** Wales, according to last census, there were about 344 persons, on the average, to each 
‘* square mile.” * 

The following table shows the estimated or ascertained population for the ten years 
from 1857 to 1866. 


Pacha tee trdgtiansaseeetniaictesi soap sseesescrc. 
| 


Years. Population, Years, Population. 
1857s - 83,612 1862 - - 90,728 
1858s - 84,420 1863 - - 91,519 
1859_si- - 86,451 1864 - - 93,307 
1860 sr - 88,053 1865s - 95,201 
1861_—séie - 90,211 1866 - 97,368 


* Mr, Archer’s “ Progress of Victoria,” p. 14, 
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It will be seen that during the ten years the number added to the population was 
13,756; that is, it had increased at the rate of 16°45 per cent. in the ten years. We 
cannot, of course, compare this rate with that of Victoria or New South Wales, since the 
conditions present in a gold-mining and an agricultural and pastoral country are so 
different as to make comparison useless ; but it may be interesting to contrast it with the 
rate of increase which prevailed during a similar period in South Australia. By the 
census of March 31, 1855, the number of persons in South Australia was 85,821, and 
on the 3lst December 1865 it was estimated at 156,605,—being an increase, in rather 
less than eleven years, of 70,784, or 82°48 per cent., or about 74 per cent. per annum, 
if distributed equally over that period. 


Dividing the ten years given above into two quinquennial periods, we find that in the 
former the rate of increase was 7°89 per cent., while in the latter it was only 7°32 per 
cent. Of the rate of increase from births, and of decrease from deaths, I shall have 
occasion to speak under the head of “ Vital Statistics.” 


The return given on the next page will show how the population was affected during 
the ten years by immigration and emigration. It will be seen that the number of persons 
who left the Colony in that period exceeded by 1,557 those who arrived in it. Distin- 
guishing between men, women, and children, we find that the number of men who 
arrived in the Colony exceeded by 388 those who departed from it; that as regards 
women, there was a loss to the population of 538; while the loss of children was 1,407. 
This exodus of women and children seems to have been caused by wives proceeding to 
join their husbands, who had gone to settle in other countries, and principally in Victoria. 
The Registrar-General of Victoria, in his essay entitled “The Progress of Victoria,” of 
which he has obligingly furnished me with a copy, remarks that in that Colony “ the 
“ arrivals of females were in each year uniformly in excess of the departures of females ;” 
and this circumstance tends to strengthen such a supposition. During the previous 
six years, from 1851 to 1856 inclusive, no less than 10,420 persons were lost to the 
Colony by emigration, a large proportion being able-bodied men, many of whom have 
never returned ; and in this we shall find one very important cause of the decline of our 
prosperity. 

For the last three years the balance of immigration and emigration has been in favour 
of the Colony, and 690 souls were added to our population from this source last year. 
Most of these, however, will no doubt appear in the next year among the departures as 
being visitors from the other colonies, who would return thither in the early part of the 
present year. 


The number of immigrants who arrived in the Colony under the “ Bounty System ” in 
1866 was 53, as against 92 in 1865,—36 of whom were from Ireland, 14 from Scotland, 
and only 3 from England ; 35 being Roman Catholics and 18 Protestants, 


DECENNIAL RETURN of Persons who arrived in and departed from the Colony between the 
years 1857 and 1866. 





< Increase 
DEPARTED. or Decrease by 


ae ee ee Immigration 
Men. Women. | Children. | Total. or Emigration. 


ARRIVED. 

















Women. | Children. Total. 





















1857 - 2 1,653 716 3,165. | 1,512 554 
1858 - : 1,229 439 | 4,003 | 2,691 | 1,254 551 
1859 - - 916 265 2,975 1,760 783 378 
1860 - - 1,14] 612 3,432 1,828 807 479* | 3,114 + 318 
186] - - 1,040 324f | 3,684 | 3,206 | 1,094 561 | 4,861 —1,177 
1962 - : 830 365 | 3,174 | 2.718 | 1,135 591 | 4,444 —1,270 
. 1868 - 847 371 | 3,621 | 2,409 | 1,184 817 | 4,410 xan FBO 
1864 - - 933 384 3,711 1,728 1,122 671 3,52) + 190 
1865 - : 913 353t | 3,597 | 1,825 | 1,131 553 | 3,509 + 88 
1866 - a 1,217 496 | 4,769 | 2.337 | 1,235 507 | 4,079 + 690 
Totals - 10,719 | 4,255 | 39,029 - 11,257 | 5,662 | 40,586 
Decrease of Population by Emigration during the Ten Years = - 1,557 


Se nee ee 











——_ 


* The number given under this head in the statistics of 1866 is 379 ; it is corrected from the Population Return. 
+ There is a similar error in this case, which is corrected by the Return for the following year. 
} Given in the statistics of 1865 as 253. 
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I].—Trade, Commerce, and Navigation. 


The most important returns under this head are those of the Customs Department. 

The total value.of imports for the year was 942,107/., against 762,375/. in the pre- 
ceding year, being an increase of 179,732/. The value of the exports was 834,606. 
against 880,965/. in 1865, being a decrease of 46,359/. within the year 1866. 

Adding the imports and exports together, we find that our commerce for last year 
was represented by the figures 1,776,713/., and in the previous year by 1,643,3401, 
showing an increase of 133,373/. The imports in 1866 exceeded the exports by 
107,501 7. 


The commercial relations of Tasmania with other countries in 1866 were as 
follows :— 


Te ae a = a ee ee ee j oy mene 2 ene 
| Proportion per Cent. of Total. | 
Exports. : | 





—. Imports. 

Imports. Exports. 

: ——~ | — | > 7 { 
f e | ¢ f 

United Kingdom -| 253,180 | 344,131 | 26-87 41-23 | 

Victoria - - 537,878 320,626 57°09 38 - 42 
New South Wales - 72,844 ; 70,690 | 7:73 8°47 | 
South Australia = - — 17,347 — 2-08 | 
Queensland - - 3,932 17,318 0-42 2:07 | 
New Zealand - 1,485 57,142 0-16 | 6-85 =! 
Mauritius - -| 67,278 6.667 7-14 | 0-80 | 

Guam - - — 685 — | 0:08 


A ERS ey yc eee i  n se ee ee 
—= ae ee ee 








The imports in 1866 were at the rate of 9/. 13s. 64d. per head of the estimated 
population; the exports at the rate of 8/. lls. 5}d. per head. In South Australia, in 
1865, we find the rate per head of imports stated to be 16/.6s., and the exports 


191. 19s. 84d. 


The following table shows the declared value of imports and exports, and the rate per 
head of population of each during the last ten years :— 














re a ee ee ne 


| 





ee re ee 
: 














| | Rate per Head of ; 
Year. Imports. | Exports. Population. ,; — —--—-—. _-.. . 
| | | Imports | Exports | 
| | 
i ae: £ £ s. eS £ sd! 
1857 - | 1,271,087 | 1,354,655 83,612 15 4 ' 16 4 Of 
1858 - | 1,328,612 1,151,609 | 84,4970 | 1514 9 13 12 10 : 
1859 - 1,163,907 | 1,193,898 | 86,451 | 13 9 31) 1316 2 
1860 -| 1,068,411 962,170 | 88,053 12 2 8 | 10 18 I 
1861 -| 953,517 905,463 90,211 1011 43; 10 0 1 
1362 = - | ~=—«887,423 | 919,649 | 90,728 9 90 | 10 2 8) 
| 1863 -. 902,940 999,511 91,519 917 ‘ 1018 5 
| 1864 -! 908,265 | 975,730 93,307 914 8/ 10 9 1 
| 1865 -| 762,375 | 880,965 95,201 8 0 2 9 5 8 
| 1866 = 942,107 | 834,606 97,368 918 64; 811 5 





From this table, comparing the first and last years of the period, we find that the 
imports have, during the ten years, decreased at the rate of 13°84, or nearly 14 per cent., 
and the exports at the rate of 38°39 per cent. If we divide this period of ten years 
into two quinquenniads, we shall obtain the following result :— 








—y——-————- 
es | Average Imports Average Exports 
per Annum. per Annum. 
£ £ 
First Quinquenniad (1857-61) 1,157,107 1,113,559 
Second ditto (1862-6) - 2 874,622 922,092 


Decrease - - 282,485 | ~ -:191,467 
| , 
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Thus it appears that the average imports during the last five years were less than the 
average in the first five by 24:41 per cent.; but the average exports were less in the last 
five than in the first five by only 17:19 per cent. There has been, therefore, a growing 
tendency in the imports to diminish and the exports to increase in relation one to the 
other; that is, we are producing more in proportion to what we consume. Putting this 
in another light, we observe that from 1857 to 1861 there were only two years in 
which the balance of trade was in our favour; while from 1862 to 1866 there were 
four years in which the result was favourable in that respect. From all this we gather 
that although our trade has been dwindling down to a most alarming extent in regard 
to its magnitude, it stands on a perfectly sound basis, and only requires to be fostered 
and developed in order to restore the Colony to its former and more than its former 
prosperity. | 

The following tables show the declared value of all the principal articles of export 
which were produced in the Colony during the ten years ending in 1866, and the value 
of the imports of articles which might have been produced in the Colony in that period. 
The amount of the imports is probably less than their real value, since there is always a 
temptation to the unscrupulous trader to escape, if he can, the payment of duty, and, in 
order to attain that object, to depreciate, in so far as his transactions with the Custom 
House are concerned, the actual worth of his goods. 


EXPORTS. 


es 1857. 1858. | 1859. 1860. | 1861. | 1862. | 1863. | 1864, | 186s, | recs. : Total. 





























£ £ 
Bark- - - - 3,551, 1,118] 4,756 = 8,240' += «9425/8348. 5,283] 7,528] 11,570; 14,461 62,280 
_ Beef and Salt Provisions 25 90 230 15 1,218] 4,622) 3,995) 7,254 1,074) 3,142, 21,665 


s | 2 | 2 2 | £ ec | ee! ai ¢ 


15,151 10,712 5,367 
2777 6,702 


Bran - - - 


4,428 2,920) 4,438 3,434, 6,237| 3,804 3,881, 60,372 
Butter and Cheese 






































i 12,782, 6,830| 10,739} 13,915; 20,171] 12,628) 26,570] 22,956) 136,070 
Carts and Carriages - 7,362, 2,785 1,085 2,220, 2,395 1,234 9,881| 1,370 780 115; 22,297 
Bread Stuffs - -| 183,631] 159,510' 197,334) 93,472/ 122,362) 88,515, 84,723; 95,745! 31,203’ 39,987/1,096,482 
Oats and Barley - - | 158,955) 108,265 95,172 108,375 82,852) 66,900| 50,812| 45,441] 82,455; 59,406 858,633 
Hay - - - -| 16,872 10,345, 3,765 886 2,696 9,821] 10,335) 9,245) 5,822; 4,825 74,612 
Hides, Skins,and Leather} 11,318 5,417 10,079} 9,510' 13,796 9,722} 9,440| 7,891] 12,412] 12,617; 102,202 
Hops- - - - 1,306, 1,020, 2,550, 8,865, 4,135| 5,000, 3,375, 4,595, 6,695| 6,030) 38,571 
Horses - - =| 79,745 40,150 52,595, 42,065 42,284, 46,730, 58,520! 14,510 27,890, 14,441! 418,930 
Sheep- - - - 2,760 4,140, 2,775 495 6,486] 10,485! 5,809) 4,425, 8,575 8,235 «54,185 
Fruits,Green & Preserved| 46,575, 74,394} 61,990! 56,203! 50,816| 51,838! 76,031, 108,576) 86,452| 86,575, 699,450 
Whale Oiland Bone -| 45,441) 44,473) 63,205, 57,080) 60,230) 59,245) 30,179) 19,925! 24,400 36,475, 440,653 
Stone- - - =| 11,651, 6,495/ 2,740/ 5,795, 7,895) 2,540, 6,620, 4,560, 8,220, 2,860, 54,876 
Timber - -  -| 133,773; 109,901} 80,972| 73,726! 55,850] 62,231' 69,856, 81,265) 56,698, 45,731’ 770,003 
Vegetables - - -| 61,373, 50,369, 29,586, 49,707 $2,905] 34,842) 62,871] 44,969) 54,189, 38,452 459,263 
Wool- - -  -| 393,646, 397,533| 467,968, 368,192 326,413] 366,350) 407,844, 415,891) 381,625 885,405 3,910,867 
Seeds, Plants, and Trees 553, 1,886) 1,667' 1,988) 1,990, 3,027) 4,304) 4,167] 5,106, 6,594) 80,782 





Total -  - |1,176,465)1,034,805 ues ei anaes aann7 644,803 o16,489 £96,222 as 799,188 9,311,629 


In 1863, Bacon to the value of 5,470/.; also Cattle, 9,993/. In 1864, Cattle, 4,482/., chiefly to New Zealand. In 1866 there were 
also exported Oysters and Crayfish to the value of 1,095/.; also Pigs to the value of 2,328/. 


IMPORTS. 









——- 1857. | 1858. 1859. | 1860. | 1861. 1862. | 1863. | 1864. | 1865. | 1866. Total. 


£ £ £ | & | £ £ 

8,026, 9,090! 8,851] 4,314! 7,995] 131,841 
1,572; 1,208; 1,483 156} 965! 51,923 
8,356} 13,010| 8,990] 6,349, 13,042} 116,575 
514 766) 1,405] 1,600 1,150] 28,478 














£ £ £ £ £ 
28,436] 15,152} 22,016] 14,669] 14,062 
24,489] 8,594; 6,669} 5,278] 1,563 
16,880} 14,173] 12,273} 13,288} 10,214 
5,953; 3,699] 5,133| 5273| 2,985 


Beef and Provisions 
Butter and Cheese 

Candles and Tallow 
Carts and Carriages 


Coal- - = 23,568, 23,215| 16,561) 17,596, 13,618] 17,287) 14,815] 8,274| 10,882, 11,224] 155,990 
Bread Stuffs 4,808} 6,411! 6,519} 7,542} 3,912 618; 1,955] 84,700] 28,004 16,756] 111,225 
Oats and Barley - 5,746, 3,620] 4,120 720 667, 8,058 410 640| 150, 4,877| 28,508 
Hops- - -« 6,960| 6,933] 4,186) 2,259] 8,549} 3,323, «6,581| —5,605| 4,758, 5,467, 49,621 
Cattle “- - 72,278] 75,733| 64,520 60,051] 48,692| 46,130/ 40,969] 47,760| 29,165 14,570| 499,859 
Sheep Se 42.235, 31,625] 23,885} 40,542] 30,807; 18,900 17,140, 14,470] 8,418) 15,944] 243,966 
Malt- - « 15,128} 10,401| 4,768] 1,063) 5,422 


Malt Liquor 
Rope and Twine - 
Soap- - e 


44,884| 39,747| 28,828) 28,491] 21,651 
4,369| 4,164] 3,440, 4,920) 3,201 
8,919, 2,954  5,035| 10,874 3,994 


21,021] 19,389) 15,788 
4,304, 7,120) 7,075} 4,027/ 4,017; 46,637 
4,963) 1,887; 2,452) 1,383) 758) 48,219 
Chicory — 683 783| 1,920, 1,083; 1,249] 5,718 
Hides, Skins, & Leather| 1,106] 3,620} 6,066 4,552] 2,766 3,506)  3,827| 3,787; 3,310, 5,213] 37,258 


Total © «| 805,759! 250,041] 214,019! 217,118] 167,103 baa 141,212 164,486) 119,542) 111,797 1,805,808 


* There are errors in the Returns for both Ports for this year which are here corrected. 


As regards the exports, we find that that of bark has largely increased. Bran has, on 
the other hand, largely decreased, the value in 1857 being 15,151/., in 1866 only 3,8810. 
On beef and salt provisions there is an increase. Butter and cheese also show a large 
increase, amounting to about 726} per cent. There is not one of the Australian 
Colonies that is at all comparable to Tasmania in regard to the conditions favourable to 
dairy farming ; and there is, therefore, an unlimited market open to us for all produce of 
20044. ; 


15,694! 8,227| 243,720 


*2,467 3,271 os 799| 1,613) 46,270 
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TasMantas this kind. The refuse milk and curd might be used in feeding pigs, for which, I am 
~ informed, there is a large demand in Melbourne. There is a wide field in this direction | 
for the exercise of enterprise, with little or no necessity for the outlay of capital; and 
the small farmer could not, probably, easily find any object to which he might more 
profitably turn his attention than this. The export of breadstuffs shows, on the other 
hand, a very large diminution,—no less than 78 per cent. Oats and barley also show a 
decrease, having declined to the extent of about 62} per cent. The exports of hay 
have also fallen to about one-quarter of what they were ten years ago. If this had been 
accompanied by a corresponding growth of root crops, it would have been a matter for 
congratulation, as indicating the commencement of a better system of farming; but a 
reference to the quantity of land under this description of crop proves that such was not 
the case, at least to any appreciable extent. As regards horses, whale oil and bone, 
stone, timber, vegetables, and carts and carriages, there has also been a large decrease. 
Hides, skins, and leather, and wool, show a small increase; hops, fruit (green and 
preserved), jam, and seeds, plants, and trees, on the contrary, a large increment. 
Sheep are among the latter class, but a considerable proportion has been sent to New 
Zealand, I believe, to stock stations there belonging to residents in this Colony; and 
therefore, as far as such proportion is concerned, they can hardly be considered exports 
in the ordinary course of trade. ‘The value of all the articles enumerated in this table 
in 1857 was 1,176,465/., and in 1866 only 792,188/., the difference amounting to 32°66 
er cent. 
: The value of all the imports in the above table is 1,835,802/.; and a comparison 
between the first and last years of the decade shows a falling off of 63°43 per cent. 
The decrease affects all the articles, except breadstuffs, rope, and twine (taking the first 
and last five years for comparison), chicory, and hides, skins, and leather. As regards- 
the last item, we have seen that the exports have increased, and the imports also show an ~ 
increase. ‘This is to be accounted for by the fact that a large quantity of kangaroo 
leather is sent out of the Colony to other markets where (particularly in England) it is 
in great request; and leather of foreign manufacture has, f presume, taken its place for 
home use. The leather trade seems, therefore, to be in a healthy condition. 

I have included chicory in the table of imports not becauze it holds, at present, any 
important place, considered in reference to the amount, but because I wished to direct 
attention to the question of its production. It is but a few years since it came into use 
in these Colonies; and as the demand will probably increase, it is worth while con- 
sidering whether it might not be grown here for the supply of our own and the 
Australian markets. It is with the same view that I call attention to the imports of rope 
and twine.* Besides our own consumption, it will be seen that there is a demand for a 
large quantity in the other colonies. Such a manufacture would encourage the growth 
of hemp and flax, and might find employment for a considerable number of our juvenile 
population. 3 

Among the imports of the Australian Colonies for the year 1865 I find the following :— 




















—- Victoria, mee st svar a Total. 
£ £ L £ 
Bran - ° - - - - 29,021 6,742 — 35,763 
Beef and Pork - - - - * 2,935 3,645 5,575 12,155 
Bacon and Hams - - - - - 48,692 14,394 10,337 — 73,423 
Bread Stuffs - - - - - 921,261 807,289 12,439* || 1,740,989 
Butter and Cheese - - - - 111,511 3,564 8,269 -| 123,344 
Chicory - - - - > - 8,707 6,581 900 11,188 
Coal * - - - - - 145,881 — 63,004¢ °-| 208,885 
Cordage and Rope - - - - 33,075 44,435 12,370 ~ 89,880 
ops - - - - - - 48,179 11,143 14,286 73,608 
Live Stock, viz. :—Horses, Horned Cattle, Sheep, 601,855} 15,094 40,858 .| .657,807 
and Pigs. : ~ 
Malt a - - - = - 125,721 21,892 14,043 161,656 
Malt Liquors - - - - - 340,318 273,846 67,150 .| 681,314 
Oats and Barley - - - - - 99,730 451 — 100,181 
‘Timber§ - - - - - - 197,870 64,067 136,922 398,859 
Vegetables, viz. :—Onions and Potatoes - - 48,270 43,167 30,847 122,284 
2,758,026 1,316,310 417,000 4,491,336 
* Oats and Barley are not distinguished from other kinds of Grain. } Including Coke and other Fuel. 
}{ Chiefly from New South Wales. § Deals, when so distinguished, are excluded. 





* There were, in 1866, only two rope manufactories in the Colony. 
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Confining our attention chiefly to Victoria and New South Wales, as being the Tasmania. 
nearest, and therefore the most conveniently situated for the purposes of trade, we find  —— 
that the former imported articles which might be supplied by this Colony to the extent 
of 2,758,0261. in the year; the latter to the extent of 1,316,310/. In regard to nearly 
all these articles, except live stock, it is quite as convenient for Victoria to procure them 
from this island as from the ports of New South Wales, or, if from Launceston, much 
more so; and our facilities of trade with her are, therefore, ceteris paribus, equal or - 
superior to those of New South Wales. Bacon and hams, breadstuffs, butter and cheese, 
malt, malt liquors, oats and barley, timber and vegetabies, would of themselves, if we 
could successfully compete with our neighbours in their production, be a copious source 
of wealth to this Colony. Our commerce is capable of great expansion, if only it be Impediments 
not impeded by mischievous and delusive restrictions on the part of our neighbours or 10 haat 
ourselves. It must be acknowledged that the protective policy, which has been growing Sore r ree 
into favour with certain classes in some of the Colonies, is calculated greatly to retard 
the development of our resources; but it may be hoped that the arguments of abler 
political economists, and the warning example of the American States will before long 
induce those who now cling to this fond but fatal delusion to adopt sounder commercial 
principles. Among nations, as among individuals, there can be no such thing as indepen- 
dence of others. Each must look to others for the supply of a portion of his wants ; 
and he, in turn, is called upon to reciprocate the advantages which he receives; so that 
any interruption to the freest interchange of those things which are requisite for our 
necessities or convenience must be prejudicial as much to the one party as the other. It 
may be safely predicted that any country which resorts to protection as a fancied means 
of fostering its native industries will, in the end, thus destroy the very thing which it 
designs to protect and cherish. 


It would seem to be greatly to the advantage of this whole group of Colonies if 
the inequalities in the customs duties of each of them were so far removed as to permit 
a freer interchange of commodities among them. Just as in grafting a tree the object of 
the operator is to fit the stock and scion together so closely that the sap shall flow from 
one into the other unconscious of any division; so in regard to commerce our design 
should be, I apprehend, so to equalize the conditions present in each of the Colonies that 
supply and demand may follow their natural laws and necessities, unchecked by any local 
causes or arbitrary restraints. An absolutely uniform tariff for the whole group is scarcely 
to be hoped for, and perhaps, considered in the light of local circumstances, is hardly to 
be desired ; but it seems evident that the nearer we approach such a result, the greater 
will be our common prosperity. The course of trade may be compared to the blood 
circulating in the veins and arteries of an animal. Whatever, even in the finest and 
remotest capillaries, checks the free circulation of the vital fluid produces pain and 
disease, and until the impediment 1s removed health cannot be restored. 


The Intercolonial Free Trade Bill, which was passed during the last Session of our Intercolonial 
Parliament, and is now awaiting Her Majesty's pleasure, enunciates, with Legislative Free Trade 
authority, the principles which I have attempted to lay down; and will, doubtless, if the a 
other Colonies (or at least the two nearest) can be induced to carry out its provisions, 
prove of immense advantage in promoting the growth of our trade. It is much to be 
hoped that this measure may pave the way for the adoption of a more liberal and en- 
lightened commercial policy in the Colonies which may become parties to it, and of a 
more harmonious action in regard to matters affecting their common interests. The late 
Intercolonial Exhibition, and others which will, doubtless, be held hereafter, may also be 
expected to conduce to this result. 


The returns of shipping show that during the past year 20 vessels entered inwards Shipping. 
from the United Kingdom, 619 from other British Colonies, and 4 from the United 
States,—together 643 vessels, with a tonnage of 107,903. Compared with the returns of 
1865, there is an increase on the total of 3 vessels, and on the tonnage of 7,627. When 
we examine the corresponding returns for the last ten years, we find that there has been 
a gradual decrease year by year (taking the first and last years of the period) amounting 
to 378 vessels, representing 56,105 tons; that is, the number of shipping inwards has 
decreased by 37 per cent. ‘The decline in our foreign trade, as shown by this return, 
is very remarkable. In 1857, 23 foreign vessels entered our harbours; in 1865 and 
1866, only 3. A comparison of the totals in the first and last five years of the period 
from 1857 (as shown in the subjoined statement) proves that the average number of 
vessels in the former was 895 per annum; in the latter, only 720. ‘The returns of 
shipping outwards do not seem to require particular notice. 
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DECENNIAL REtTuRN of SHrpPiInG entered INWARDS and Ovurwarps from the Year 1857 to 1866. 








Year. : 
4 
> 

1857 998 
1858 958 
1859 &26 
1860 802 
1861 | 792 
1&62 726 
1863 765 
1864 797 
1865 | 637 
1866 | 643 

Whale 

fisherics. 

Coal. 

Prices of 

provisions. 

General 

revenue, 

and fund. 


Inwards. | Onutwards. 


British, Foreign! Total. British. Foreign. . Total. 
ra a “J 4 7 n) # 00 a " 
of P12) 31 / se] s F Pe |e) ge |e] & ; 
se | és |ls}/& /é&le}] & | & isle lgéifl 2 12 
































156,560 | 11,177 | 23 | 7,448 | 391 ai guna 11,568 1.008 | 159,885 11,329 | 24 7,678 415 |1,032| 167,058 | 11,744 
143,749 | 10,199 | 15 |4,198 | 262 | 973 /147,947 | 10,461 | 972 | 143,267 | 10,289 | 18 |3,597 | 223 | 985 | 146,864 | 10,512 
118,028 | 8,642 | 12 | 4,084 | 186 | 877 | 129,201 | 9,363 | 849 | 122,397 | 8,932] 8 | 2,692 | 142 | 857 |125,089 | 9,074 
114,619 | 8,396 | 4 |1,553| 99 | 806 |116,172 | 8,495 | 814 [116,825 | 8,496 | 3 [1,418 | 93] 818 |118,243 | 8,58) 
113,969 | 8,311 | 8 |2,718 | 173 | 800 | 116,687 | 8,484 | 792 | 114,087 | 8,492} 8 2,611 | 174 | 800 | 116,698 | 8,665 
104,651 | 7,409 | 8 |3,013 | 200 | 734 | 107,664 | 7,609 | 747 | 106,218 | 7,543} 7 | 2,697 | 181 | 754 |108,915 | 7,724 
113,984 | 7,577 | 10 |3,697 | 235 | 775 {117,681 | 7,812 | 762 {113,008 | 7,460 | 8 /3,140 | 187 | 770 |116,143 | 7,647 
120,449 | 7,563 | 10 | 4,250 | 228 | 807 | 124,699 | 7,791 | 785 | 119,023 | 7,705 | 12 285 | 797 | 123,791 | 7,990 
99,214 | 6,638 | 3/|1,062 | 77 | 640 | 100,276 | 6,715 | 674 | 103,156 | 6,913] 8 

107,903 | 7,516 | 311,009, 91 | 643 !107,903 | 7,516 | 629 |105,056 | 7,420| 3 








77 | 677 |104,218 | 6,999 
88 | 632 | 106,065 | 7,508 








The number of registered steamers belonging to ports in this Colony appear to show 
an increase of two iron steamers, with a tonnage of 197. The return of registered vessels 
generally for the past year has been put into a more convenient form than heretofore, and 
will be available for future comparison. 

The return of vessels belonging to this Colony employed in the whale fisheries has 
been revived, having been discontinued for many years. It will be seen that this branch 
of Colonial industry employed 9 vessels, with a tonnage of 2,257, and 229.men. ‘The 
quantity of oil taken was 380 tons, valued at 38,000/., or 100/. per ton. I regret that 
the statistical returns do not afford the means of comparing the extent of our whaling 
operations for any continuous period; but I find that in 1851 the number of vessels 
employed was 21; in 1852, 18; and in the following year only 7, the value of the oil 
and bone in those three years being, respectively, 53,445/., 42,990/., and 26,7431. 

I have added a return of the quantity and value of coal raised for sale during the year, 
which, I believe, will be found interesting. Appraising the coal at its market value, it 
appears that this commodity added 13,036/. to the wealth of the Colony. I see no 
reason why coal may not become a considerable article of export. It will have been seen 
that Victoria and South Australia are dependent, to a large extent, on foreign markets 
for their supply of this description of fuel ; and it is a question for the consideration of those 
interested, whether T’asmania might not advantageously compete with other countries in 
this direction. 

On comparing the retail prices of provisions for the two last years, it will be observed 
that bread is returned as ld. per pound cheaper in the latter, and flour 13s. per cwt. 
cheaper, or 50 percent. Butter, potatoes, sugar, tobacco were also cheaper; while 
brandy, candles, cheese, and butcher’s meat were dearer. 


ITI.—FInance. 


The receipts of the General Revenue in 1866 (excluding the balance from 1865) were 
245,421/. 10s. 2d., of which 129,310/. 12s. were derived from Customs duties, and 
47,053/. 2s. from sources classed as “Inland Revenue.” The expenditure was 


242,3611. 7s. 6d., classed under the following heads :— ¢ ee 
Expenditure under general estimates - 118,900 8 
Ditto under local estimates - - - 63,463 2 10 


Special disbursements’ - - - - 31,592 12 7 


rete 


213,956 3 9 








Arrears of former years - - - = 28,405 3 9 
242,361 7 6 
The receipts of the Land Fund (excluding the balance, as before) were 88,3421. 11s. 8d., 
composed of the following sums :— £ a 
Sales of Crown Lands . - - - 53,067 0O 11 
Rent of ditto - - : zs - 9,223 4 8 
lees - - - - - - - 2,113 1 #1 
Debentures sold, &c. - - - - 23,939 5 O 
88,342 11 8 


dehod leet Oeste : 
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The expenditure under the several heads was as follows :-—  "Taswanta. 
& s. d, —— 
Ordinary services - -*= - = « 42,1389 7 4 
Debentures redeemed . - - = 13,900 0 O 
New schools, and immigration - - = 41,108 1 Q 
Public Works—Roads, Bridges, &c. - - 46,474 0 2 
Arrears of 1865 - ° ° - - 3,119 9 7 


106,740 18 10 





Comparing these results with those of the previous year, there appears to have been Comparative 
an increase of 9,849/. 14s. 9d. on the Customs, and 3,643/. 13s. 9d. on the Internal results. 
Revenue. On the total general expenditure there is apparently an increase of 
23,366/. 18s. 9d., which seems (to a large extent, at least) to be accounted for by the 
difference in the mode of adjusting the accounts adopted in the two years. 

As regards the land fund there is a falling off on the receipts from the sales of land of 
6,311/. 10s. 2d.; on those for the rent of land of 1701. 7s. 6d.; and on fees, &c., of 
4841, 17s. 4d. The proceeds of debentures, &c., in both years are so nearly equal as 
not to require any particular notice. The total Expenditure shows a decrease of 
27,7201. 14s. 3d. upon that of 1865; but, on the other hand, there was brought to 
account in that year a repayment of 30,500/. to the Imperial Government, so that in 
reality there would be an increase in 1866 of 2,7791. 5s. 9d. | 

The receipts under fixed heads of revenue, for the nine years from 1858 to 1866 inclusive, 
are shown in the subjoined abstract. 























General Revenue. | Land Revenue. 

Year. Phin Revenue 
Sales of Crown | Rent of Crown | Fees for Sur- m both source 

Customs. (Inland Revenue. Total. Land. Land. | veys, &c. Total. 
£ 8. d. £ «8. d. £ ss. d, £ 8 d. £ sd| £ 8 dj} £ «8, d, £ s. d. 
1858 -{134,608 0 6] 61,226 16 10 | 195,834 17 4] 44,664 7 9] 23,854 0 7/5548 2 074,066 10 4 269,901 7 8 
1859 - | 123,300 19 11 62,987 8 8 |186,288 8 7 52,611.14 10 | 22,153 10 10 | 3,886 9 61/78,601 15 2 264,890 3 9 
1860 -/| 118,848 15 9 | 63,265 11 0O/|181,614 6 91! 57,744 7 41] 21,041 16 1 |3,599 19 7 [82,386 3 0 264,000 9 9 
1861 -/112,319 2 7 59,600 7 3 /|171,919 9 10| 58,969 7 2{| 18,750 9 10/3,175 2 6 | 80,894 19 6 252,814 9 4 
1862 - {130,835 0 9| 56,765 4 0O/187,600 4 9| 48,3815 18 2 14,976 Il 5 |9,131 4 5 |}66,423 14 0 254,023 18 9 
1863 - | 135,825 14 11 | 46,296 9 4/|182,052 4 3/| 52,737 6 6 | 13,644 11 9 |2,139 11 3 |68,521 9 6 {| 250,573.13 9 
1864 -|127,099 2 1] 46,275 9 11|173,37411 2] 77,818 3 1] 12,065 6 4 /3,831 13 10 /93215 8 3| 266,589 14 5 
1865 -|119,460 17 3| 43,409 8 3 |162,870 5 6| 59,878 11 1] 9,393 12 2/2,400 2 571,172 5 8] 234,042 11 2 
1866 -|129,810 12 0] 47,053 2 0 /|176,363 14 0| 53,067 011] 9,223 4 8 /2,185 15 1/64,496 0 8 | 240,789 14 8 





As regards the general revenue, there is a decrease on the nine years (omitting 
fractions) of 19,471, or 9°94 per cent. The decrease on the customs amounts to 5,2971., 
or 3°93 per cent.; and on the inland revenue to 14,1741, or 23°15 per cent. Excluding 
1858, and dividing the remaining years into two quarternions, it appears that in the latter 
the customs revenue had increased to the extent of 26,892/., or at an average rate, if 
spread equally over the four years, of 6,723/. per annum. The inland revenue, on the 
contrary, when treated in the same way, is found to have declined to the extent of 
59,6541., or at an average rate of 14,913/. per annum. 

Referring to the land fund, we find it fluctuates so much as to make any comparison 
between single years worthless. Confining it, therefore, to the first and last four years of 
the period from 1859 inclusive, the decrease on the total revenue will be found to be 
10,972/., or at the average rate of 2,743/. per annum. ‘The further investigation of this 
decrease, in reference to the separate items, will be more properly treated under the head 
of “ Crown Lands, Agriculture, &c.” 

The General and Land Revenue, added together and treated as before, shows a decline 
on the last four years of 43,733/., or 10,933/. on an average per annum. 

The commissariat expenditure during the year 1866 amounted to 56,4602. 9s. 10d. Commie- 

The banking returns show, at the end of the year, a total of assets amounting to “"*" 
1,255,447/. 3s. 1ld., against a total of liabilities of 714,685/. 17s. 8d.; the balance of Bakine. 
assets being 540,7611/. 6s. 3d. The amount of specie inthe banks was 165,412/. 10s. 6d., 
being an excess of 89,406. 9s. 1d. over the value of the notes in circulation. 

The statement which follows shows the combined. operations of the banks during the 
last ten years. The assets have decreased at the rate of 37°84 per cent. ; the liabilities at 
the rate of 47°68 per cent. The notes in circulation have declined from 160,230/. to 
77,7691., or 51°46 per cent. ; and the amount deposited from 1,205,654/. to 636,916/. or 
47°17 per cent. ‘a 
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Assets. Liabilities. 
Tee ol Gina | chtiate| a. | Ntmvent , 
Bullion. _. Assets, Totals. Fe Sane Deposits, &c. Totals. 
SSS need a | eae! " — 
£  £! £ "£ £ £ 
1857 - 501,211 | 1,518,662 | 2,019,873 160,230 | 1,205,654 | 1,865,884 
1858 = 343,073 | 1,529,224 | 1,872,297 144,057 | 1,051,531 1,195,588 
1859 - | 270,195 | 1,633,047 | 1,903,242 141,314 991,276 | 1,132,590 
1860 - | 280,503 | 1,561,660 | 1,842,163 134,701 814,315 949,016 
1861 - | 223,328 | 1,843,961 | 1,567,289 117,543 729,085 846,628 
1862 - | 199,609 | 1,802,511 | 1,502,120 104,125 734,169 838,294 
1863 ° | 164,494 | 1,251,774 | 1,416,268 104,062 722,846 826,908 
1864 =i 167,901 | 1,177,953 | 1,845,854 94,676 662,270 756,946 | 
1865 - 174,358 | 1,091,078 | 1,265,436 90,474 634,022 724,496 
1866 - | 165,412 | 1,090,035 | 1,255,447 77,769 714,685 


636,916 





The return in reference to the Savings Banks is now presented for the first time, as is 
the case with the greater part of the returns which follow. A comparison of the results 
for the last 10 years does not show any striking variation, and I have, therefore, not 


deemed it necessary to encumber this report with a return for that period. 


The assets at the end of the second half-year (3lst August) were 217,352/. 4s. 7d., 
and the liabilities the same. In the first half-year the amount withdrawn at Hobart 
Town (the information not being supplied for Launceston) exceeded the deposits 
by 3,278/. 13s. 11d.; while in the latter the deposits exceeded the repayments by 
2°4791. 6s. 11d. | 

Post office money orders were issued in 1866 to the amount 11,274/. 19s. 3d., and 
paid to the amount of 8,669/. 11s. 5d. The system was only in operation during the 
eight latter months of 1865, and in order to compare the progress of the system in the 
two years it will be necessary to calculate the amount for the whole of 1865, on the 
supposition that the same iaw prevailed throughout the year. This will give an increase 
in 1866 of 1,255 in the number of orders issued, and of 5,294/. 17s. 8d. in the amount 
represented, being at the rate of 884 per cent. upon the latter. A considerable part 
of this increase is attributable to the fact that during 1866 seven additional offices for 
the issue and payment of money orders were established in country districts.. The 
amount of commission received and credited to the revenue of this Colony was 
2352. 15s. 2d. | 

The amount of debentures outstanding on the 3lst December 1866, was 553,230/., 
which is at the rate of 5/. 13s. 74d. per head of the estimated population on that day. 
The rate per head of public indebtedness in Victoria, in 1865, was 13/. 16s. 94d. 
(excluding 60,000/. due to the bank, as not being a permanent debt); in New South 
Wales, 117. 10s. LO¢d. ; and in South Australia, 5/. 1s. 84d. In comparing the relative 
indebtedness of different countries, however, it is necessary that we should take into 
account the objects for which it was incurred, since it is evident that the amount of 
debt, as well in the case of nations as in that of individuals, may be taken as a measure 
either of adversity or prosperity, in proportion as it is incurred to make up current 
deficiencies of revenue, or for the improvement of the estate, public or private, as the 
case may be. | 

The schedule of taxes, duties, and other sources of public revenue, which now 
appears among the statistical returns for the first time, will, I doubt not, be found very 
useful for purposes of reference. It is not as yet altogether complete, and probably there 
may be omissions of which I am at present unaware; but 1 trust in time to render it 
more perfect. 

The statements of public works executed during the year will probably obviate the 
necessity for Parliamentary Returns in reference to that subject. 


IV.— ESTABLISHMENTS AND INSTITUTIONS MAINTAINED OR ASSISTED BY GOVERNMENT. 


It seemed to me that practical convenience would be better consulted by placing all 
these returns together under one head than by distributing them through the volume 
according to a more philosophic, but artificial, classification. | 

At the head of these returns stands the Post Office. Since 1858 the number of post 
offices and receiving houses has increased from 95 to 121; the number of miles of post 
roads from 873 to 1,073; the number of letters received from 347,889 to 433,446; the 
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number sent from 314,812 to 380,211; the number of town and district letters (not .Tasmanza. 
included in the foregoing) from 62,029 to 96,757. The number of newspapers received  ~— 
‘has decreased from 401,770 to 326,392 (though in 1863 it fell to 305,314); the number | 
despatched has also decreased from 874,998 to 775,277. ‘The smallest number of news- 
papers despatched was in 1861, when it was only 596,844. ‘The post office revenue 
during the last 10 years shows but little fluctuation, although in the last two years it has 
‘somewhat increased ; while the expenditure has sensibly decreased, the average for the 
first five years of the period being 16,052¢. per annum, and for the last 14,317/. The 
charge against the revenue on account of the post office is, therefore, every year 
becoming less. | 

The returns relating to the several penal and charitable establishments will, I penal and 
venture to hope, be found of great use. The distribution of the liability of maintenance charitable 
between the two Governments iust, probably, be regarded rather as an approximation to institutions. 
the respective amounts than as an exact and final result, inasmuch as it has been arrived 
at (except in the case of Port Arthur) in anticipation of the settlement of the accounts 
-between those Governments, and may therefore be somewhat modified when that settle- 
ment has been effected. 


The expense of the penal and charitable establishments (so far as they can be thus 
distinguished) to the Imperial and Colonial Governments, respectively, may be sum- 
‘marised as follows :— 


cre ce a 


| i Or ee a 








Chargeable to 


| 
| 
| 1 





Imperial Government. Colonial Government. 








PENAL. £ s. a £ s. d. 
Port Arthur - - -! 18,004 13 0 12,873 11 11 
Gaol for Males, Hobart Town - , 216 1 9 4,797 11 4 
Gaol for Females, ditto - 387 8 4 2,755 7 64 
Gaol, Launceston - - 83.15 74 3,935.11 54 


13,641 18 8} 24,362 2 3 





CHARITABLE, | 
General Hospital, Hobart Town 472 3 21 6,703 17 8} 
Ditto, Launceston* - 745 17 43 2,593 11 iid 
Lunatic Asylum, New Norfolk ==—«—*‘i1,607 9 O 5,695 10 


Hospital, Campbell Town - 
Queen’s Asylum - - - 
Brickfield’s Pauper Establishment’ 
Reformatory for Females - 
Benevolent Societies - - 
Ragged Schools - - - 


18 
-_ 272 10 
3,298 12 OL! 8,255 7 
3,985 10 2 

0 

7 

0 

3 

6 





100 
1,354 
200 





6,124 1 73) 29,161 





Total « - | £19,766 O 4} | £53,523 


_ * The Surgeon-Superintendent was unable to state what portion of the expenditure was chargeable to the Imperial Government; 
but from the Report of the Board, which was received afterwards, it appears that 22 patients were wholly or partially so charge- 
able, the proportion has, therefore, been taken as 22 to 984. 


The cost of these institutions is, therefore, rather more than one-sixth of the whole 
ordinary expenditure from both the general and land revenues, and it is at the rate of 
eleven shillings per head for the whole population. It will be interesting to compare this 
expenditure (so far as it is possible to do so) with that for similar services in the 
Australian Colonies. What the cost of the penal establishments in South Australia is I 
_have not been able to discover, but that of the charitable institutions for 1865 appears to 
have been 21,6761. 14s. 1d., which is only about one thirty-sixth of the consolidated 
revenue,—while here the same item forms about one-twelfth, or three times as much. 
In New South Wales (which like this, was a penal colony) the expenditure for 1865 
was, for penal establishments, 53,098/.; for charitable institutions, 61,966/., or 
nearly one thirty-third and one twenty-eighth, respectively, of the consolidated revenue. 
In Victoria the expenditure for penal establishments for 1866 was estimated to be 

82.9267. ;* the cost of charitable institutions to the Government in 1865 was 66,378/., 





* Deducting 2,215/. for inspector and clerks, in order to carry the same principle throughout the com- 
parison. | : ey : , 
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or about one forty-second and one fifty-second part, respectively, of the consolidated 
expenditure for the latter year.* 

There can be no question that the greater part (perhaps three-fourths) of the ex- 
penditure under these heads in this Colony is due to the presence, in former times, of 
offenders transported hither by the Imperial Government. As there are still found some 
who assert that the cessation of transportation was prejudicial to the interests of the 
community, it may be well to remark that three-fourths of the sum before mentioned re- 
presents, at 6 per cent., a capital sum of 669,033/.; so that, in effect, for the temporary 
advantage derived from the employment of compulsory labour, and a considerable 
Imperial expenditure, we are now permanently burdened with a debt the interest of 
which at the present time may be said to amount to 40,000/., and is still increasing in 
proportion to the destitution of the poorer or more vicious classes. 

Under the heads of ‘* Municipalities,” ‘* Road ‘Trusts,” and ‘ Boards of Works” (the 
last being entirely a new return), a large amount of information not hitherto supplied 
has been given. ‘The labour bestowed on the collection, revision, and compilation of 
these returns has been very great, and I hope that the value of the result may be in pro- 
portion to it. 


V.— Crown Lands, Agriculture, and Live Stock, 


From the second of these returns it will be seen that out of 397, the whole number 
of country lots of Crown land sold in 1866, 158, or 39°8 per cent., were of and under 
50 acres; 120, or 30°23 per cent., were of and under 100 acres; 82, or 20°65 per cent. 
were of and under 500 acres; and 37, or 9°32 per cent., were above 500 acres. The 
largest number of lots sold in any one country was in Devon, being 94, as against 56, the 
next largest, in Dorset. 

The total extent of Crown land sold during 1866 was :—Country lots, 61,368a. 07. 3p., 
as against 90,723a. 2r. 37p. in 1865; town and suburban lots, 922a. Or. Ip., as against 
1,390a. Ir. 8p. in 1865. ‘The average price per acre obtained for country lands rose from 
11s. in 1865 to lls. 74d. in 1866; while the average price of town and suburban lands 
declined from 5/. 11s. 94d. to 3/. 18s. 2d. per acre. 

The abstract of the land returns for the last ten years is given below. ‘The country 
lots sold during the first five years of that period averaged 63,569 acres per annum, and 
in the latter five years 81,970 acres, being an increase of 18,401 acres per annum, or 
28-95 per cent. ‘The town and suburban lots sold, averaged in the first five years 1,814 
acres per annum ; in the latter five years only 911, being a decrease of 49°78 per 
cent. 























Held under 
Country Lots. Town and Suburban Lots. Depasturing 
Licences. 
Year. $$ | Ea a ne ee Ree 
Number of | Amount for | Ave Price [Number of :Amountfor| Ave Price 
Acres sold. | which sold. ner Ace. Acres sold. ‘which = pee Acre: aa etst _ Rental. 
£ £ os. d. £ £ os. d. £ 

1857 - 7,226 11,197 1 10 11 2,167 | 24,331 ll 4 64 1,901,157 | 25,474 
1858 - 45,059 52,833 1 3 +5 2,820 | 20,616 7 6 2 1,778,751 | 23,854 
1859 - 74,598 78,978 1 1 2 2,062 | 19,609 9 10 A 1,751,051 22,307 
1860 ~ 90,849 107,910 1 3 9 1,172 8,026 617 0O 1,830,017 | 21,131 
1861 - | 100,114 100,517 1 OO 848 3,878 411 sh 2,064,268 | 19,027 
1862 - 39,569 45,400 1 211 479 2,428 6 1 4 1,814,291 15,327 
1863 - 78,080 59,037 015 : 491 5,040 10 5 3h 2,187,249 13,907 
1864 - | 140,108 108,251 °-015 53 1,273 7,046 5 18 6} 2,391,953 12,180 
1865 - 90,723 49,945 011 O 1,390 7,770 5 11 93 2,274,799 9,604 
1866 = 61,368 35,623 0 11 74 922 3,604 318 2 2,251,071 9,303 





To the ordinary returns relating to Crown lands another has been added showing the 
number of acres rented, and the amount of rental, from the year 1842 inclusive. ‘This 
will afford abundant matter for careful and earnest attention. It appears that 1847} was 
the first year in which we obtained any considerable revenue from the leasing of the 
Jands. We then derived 14,2791. from this source, the number of acres being 1,062,989, 





a The expenditure (3,490,673/.) was obtained from the Registrar-General’s data, “ Progress of Victoria,” 


p- Ov. | 
t This appears to have been the result of the regulations made in that year (vide Gazette, June 15, 1847), 


by which the minimum rental was fixed at 1/. per 100 acres, 


OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS, 109 


which gives an average rental of 1/. 6s, 104d. per 100 acres. The acreage and rental Tassanta. 
continued to increase until 1853, when the 2,314,414 acres thus occupied produceda = — 
revenue of 29,5701., being at the rate of 1/. 5s. 63d. per 100 acres. From this point the 
quantity of land rented has (excluding the islands, which must be viewed in a somewhat 
different light) continuously been decreasing, with the single exception of the year 186], 
when it was slightly augmented ; but the amount of rental has, without one exception, 
been declining from year to year until the present time. In 1866 we find the acreage 
had dwindled down to 1,369,771, and the rental to 8,564/., which is at the rate of only 
12s. 6d. per 100 acres. This result is, of course, partly attributable to the fact that a 
considerable proportion of the best lands has been scld, and the remainder available for 
rental is not so valuable as in former years; but making all due allowance for this cause, 
the declension of this portion of the land revenue from 29,570/. to 8,564/. in a period 
of 13 years induces the belief that the land systems of 1847 and 1851 were better than 
those by which they have been superseded, If the Crown lands can be made to yield 
a considerable permanent revenue, it ts evident that relief might be afforded to that 
extent from taxation; and thus more capital would be available for the development 
of our resources. But in order to bring about sucha result it would be necessary to make 
the tenure of land rented from the Crown more secure, ana thus to encourage the lessees 
to make improvements. Such improvements would enhance the value of the public — 
estate, and it might be worth consideration whether drainage, irrigation, and other similar 
works, as regards unalienated lands (as, for instance, in the Jake country), might not be 
executed by the Government, the interest of the amount expended being charged to the 
lessees (supposing them to agree to the arrangement) in proportion to the quantity of 
land occupied by them. 
Subjoined is a synopsis of the returns, for the Jast ten years, of the number of acres Agricultural 
of land under cultivation and in crop, and the number of acres of new land broken up ‘decennial 
during each year. results, 


ce NE ee ee ee es oe ee ee eee 
a arr I 


| epee, “A 


| Number of Acres 





Total Number of Number of Acres - 





| 
: Number of Acris | in Cultivation . of new LL 

| eat | in Crop, ; not included ge hit eka as barca nae 
io the foregoing. pilates | the Year. 

1857 - : 134,277" | 71,843 , —-206,120* a 
| 1858 - : 147,455 | $2,084 | 229 4KD = 
| 1859 - : 140,635 67,984 | 208619 , — 7,293 
| 1860 - -| 152,860 65,455 + 218318 rari 
| 1861 - -' 163,385 84,499 QIT,B84f 7.894 
| 1862 - -: 157,541 ! 95,509 253,050 6,787 
| 1863 - - 170,601 =| 96,572 | 867,173 7,793 
| 1864 -| 158544 | 92,292 | 250,836 5807 | 
| 1865 - -| 159,547 | 90,859 | 250,386 8,183 | 
' 1866 - : 167,866 «111,156 js 279,022 =| ~—s*7,908 


| 

* These numbers are taken from the comparative statement for the following year, which differ from those of 1857, and may be 
presumed to be more correct. 

t There appears to be an error in the returns for this year. The addition is here corrected. 





In the last five years as compared with the first five, the number of acres in crop 
appears to have increased at the rate of 10-22 per cent.; the number of acres in a state of 
cultivation, but not in crop, at the rate of 30°81 per cent.; and the total acreage under 
both the preceding classes at the rate of 17°11 per cent. 7 

The number of acres under each description of crop is given on the next page, a few 
items, such as beans, tares, &c., being omitted, as bearing but a small proportion to the 
other crops. 

The ratio borne by each description of produce to the total acreage in crop 18 :— Ratios of 
Wheat, 42°5 per cent.; barley, 2°74; oats, 13°55; peas, 2°17; potatoes, 6°26; English crops. 
grasses (for seed), 3°21; hay, 20°1; root crops, only 1°56; tobacco, 0°128. 

In Victoria (1865-6) the ratios were :—Wheat, 34 per cent.; oats, 19; barley, 1:3; 
potatoes, 6; hay, 18; green forage, 103. 

In Great Britain, in the same period, the ratios were :—Corn crops (including rye, 
beans, and peas), 32°4; green crops (including potatoes, turnips, mangolds, carrots, 
cabbage, kohl-rabi, rape, vetches, lucerne, &c.), 12°4; clover and artificial and other 
grasses under rotation, 12°9; permanent pasture, meadow, or grass not broken up in 
rotation (exclusive of hill pastures), 38°9. Adopting as nearly as circumstances will 
admit the same classification here, we shall obtain from the returns for 1866 the following 
ratios :—Corn crops, 68°5; green crops, 8'1; grass and hay, 23°4. It will be seen that 


the quantity of land under corn here is more than double that in Britain, while the land 
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of things shows an urgent need of 


ne ene 
ee re ee 
‘ 


| Crops, not | 


} | | 
| : | ee, | 
Years,| Wheat. Barley. | Oats. © Peas Potatoes | pe Hay. | including. Tobacco, 
| | } | _ Onions. | 
aire Somes Weaeee rere semnewes eran a 
| 
1857 63,357 11,735 , 381,940 | 854 7,804 11,960 | ae a ae 
1858 | 50,463 10,850 | 47,729 1,050 8147 | 8913 | 41,104 | 2,697 | 97 
1859 60,314 7,566 | 36,209 | 1,029} 7,777 | 4,505 | 29,395 , 2693! 86 
1860 66,450 6,238 | 30,303 1,047 7,621 ' 6,125 ° 31,837 '° 2760! 7 
1861 ' 58,823 7,279 ' 29,022 ' 1,649 9,349 5,184 31,803 | 2,595) 89 
1862 . 60,826 | 9,470 | 31,158 1,912 9,722 |! 5447 | 85,257 2,758 152 
1863 54,028 9,940 , 40,226 2,153 9,871 | 7,223 | 41,488 4,402 232 
1864 , 60,186 | 6,320 | 40,987 2,891 8,438 | 4,162 | 30,992 | 3,032 127 
1865 , 73,270 | 4,527 | 98,538 . 8146] 10,270 | 5,228 ' 30,244 | 3,)41 156 
4,596 | 34,358 ° 3.655 | 10,520 , 5,393 33,762 | 2621 216 
| 


1866 , 71,348 : 








‘¢ seed,” whereas in the two first years it does not appear that any such distinction was 
made. The growth of hay does not seem to follow any general law. The acreage 
under root crops (mangolds, turnips, and carrots) shows a slight improvement on the 
whole: the proportion which this crop bears to the corn crop is almost infinitesimal, 
—and this one fact is, of itself, a sufficient condemnation of the style of agriculture 
pursued here. 

Before agriculture can ever flourish in this Colony a total change of the present 
system is necessary. That system may have answered well enough in the times when 
the soil was new, and the labour of convicts could be had for little more than the cost of 
their rations. A very moderate return then paid the farmer handsomely. But now, 
when labourers’ wages are high, and farm hands difficult to get, an entirely new style 
of cultivation is necessary in order to make farming profitable. Instead of scratching 
up the surface of the ground to a depth of three or four inches, and year after year 
growing the same crop, without manure, and without fallowing, the soil must be manured 
and better prepared, a proper rotation of crops observed, and every means taken 
advantage of which science and observation afford with a view to increase the fertility 
of the soil and diminish the cost of production. In fact, the whole principle of suc- 
cessful cultivation is contained in this problem,—to obtain a maximum produce at a 
minimum cost. 

The question, then, resolves itself into these two heads:—1. What are the means 
to be used in order to obtain the largest possible crop from a given quantity of land ? 
and 2. How may the cost of production be brought within the narrowest possible limits ? 

I. To obtain the maximum amount of produce from a given extent of land, we must 
not only increase to its utmost the fertility of the soil, but take care to cultivate only such 
crops as are most profitable,* and to select only the most prolific varieties of seed. The 
most obvious means of fertilisation are, 1. Manures. Of these the ordinary stable dung 
is one of the most valuable and easy to be procured, the neglect of which is the great 
defect in our Colonial farming. The object should be by every possible means to increase 
the supply of this manure. With this view a considerable quantity of land should every 
year be put into root. crops, which should be consumed on the farm, and so returned to 
the land. An agricultural writer says :—“ The supply of manure, and consequently the 
‘“* continued fertility of the soil, depend, toa very large extent, both on the skilful culture 
of roots and on their economical consumption. The first thing calculated to secure 
the success of root culture is deep and effective working of the soil. This ought to 
be attended to in the autumn months, and in all cases a depth of LO or 12 inches 
should be aimed at, though at first it is almost impossible to give a furrow so deep 
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* Among these tobacco seems to be well worth serious attention. There are mannfactories in both 
Melbourne and Sydney ready to purchase the raw material at a remunerative price, which was some time 
since said to be one shilling a pound, The produce in New South Walesa in 1862 averaged 344 ewts. to 
the acre, | 
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“as this.” Again: “ On strong soils home-made manures exercise a mechanical actior. 
“ which is of very great importance; but if we wish a heavy and profitable crop, we 
‘ must have recourse to those portable manures which are now so extensively used in 
“ the best farmed districts, and with these supplement our yard dung as far as may appear 
“ to be necessary.”* Farm yard dressing, guano, +} lime, and bone dust are the manures 
used here at present, and, if judiciously employed, will probably suffice ; but phosphatic 
guano and bone dust, when applied in their natural state, often disappoint the farmer’s 
expectations, because a large portion of the phosphates which they contain is insoluble, 
or only parted with by very slow degrees. ‘The defect, however, to a great extent can 
be removed by mixing them with sulphuric acid, and so converting them into super- 
phosphate of lime. It is the intention of a firm at Launceston, as I have understood, 
to undertake this branch of manufacture ; and in the last Session of Parliament sulphuric 
acid was, with the object of facilitating the enterprise, exempted from duty on importa- 
tion. There is no reason why such a manufacture might not also be established in 
Hobart Town; and if the sulphuric acid were also manufactured in the Colony (which 
might be done at a very small cost, the process being extremely simple), it would add to 
our resources another industry, and render the manufacture referred to more profitable, 
Not only might mangolds be thus generally grown and sent to market in the form of 
meat, but beet might also be cultivated for the purpose of making sugar. Nitrate of 
potash, or soda (saltpetre), is a manure which might also be well employed, especially 
where it could be applied in a liquid state,—that is, in situations where water is abundant. 
2. Deep cultivation, fallows, and irrigation. As to the advantages of deep cultivation 
there can be no question. Every one knows that no good garden can be made without 
trenching, and it is obvious that the more nearly we can attain this standard in farm cul- 
tivation, the more successful will be the result. The object in both cases is to stir up the 
subsoil and expose it to the influences of light and air, and to permit the roots of the 
plants to penetrate deeply into the soil in search of their necessary nutriment; but 
much judgment is, no doubt, necessary in applying the principle. Deep cultivation 
can be generally effected with horse power, but not nearly so beneficially as with the 
steam plough. 

Where a sufficiency of manures cannot be readily obtained, fallowing is the best 
substitute, and ought to be constantly employed in such cases, as without it the soil soon 
becomes worn out and almost useless. 

The advantages of irrigation have been so often dwelt upon in this Colony on other 
occasions that there is no necessity to repeat them here. 

The mode of cultivation also greatly influences the amount of produce grown. 
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Wheat, for example, when sown in drills, and kept clear of weeds by hoeing, will yield a proved modes 


very much larger crop and finer grain than when treated in the ordinary way; and by 
adopting such a system employment might be given to many children who are now 
brought up in idleness and vice. 

II. The question remains, ‘* How is a given extent of land to be cultivated at the least 
- © possible cost ?” 

Of course, if by improved methods of cultivation, by growing only the most profitable 
crops, and by selecting the most prolific varieties, we make one acre produce as much as 
two, we diminish the cost of production in proportion, But it is chiefly by adopting 
every possible expedient available for the purpose of saving manual labour, and performing 
the largest amount of work ina given time, that the cost of production is to be diminished. 
South Australia would never have occupied the position she does as a grain-growing 
country had she not so extensively availed herself of mechanical appliances.t Steam 
cultivation is now being introduced into Victoria, and must soon, so far at least as the 
wealthier agriculturists are concerned, supersede slower and less efficient means; and 
unless the large landed proprietors and tenants here follow their example, they must be 
left far behind in the race of progress. Steam, in this age, has becone a necessity ; and 
in these Colonies, where the rate of wages is so high, and labour not always obtainable,§ 
there is no way of compensating for these disadvantages except by employing machinery, 


* Morton’s “ Resources of Estates,” pp. 599-601. 

f It does not seem to be generally understood that Peruvian or ammoniacal guano is suitable for green 
erops, phosphatic guano and bone dust for grain and root crops. ‘The one cannot be interchanged with the 
other, though both may be used together with advantage. 

¢ The number of acres of wheat in South Australia in 1865-6 reaped by machine was 356,912, while the 
number reaped by hand was only 52,949. | 

§ It will be remembered that last harvest, in several districts in the Australian Colonies, it was stated in 
the public journals that a portion of the crops had to be left to rot on the ground in consequence of the 
impossibility of getting hands to gather it in. 
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the best and cheapest motive power for which is steam. It is found in England that 
steam cultivation can be profitably carried on even where the extent of land does not 
exceed 200 acres. 

As to the relative advantages of steam and horse power, the following extracts from 
the writings of a practical English agriculturist, Mr. Alderman Mechi, will be sufficient 
for my present purpose :—‘ Horse-power is at least from 50 to 100 per cent. dearer than 
‘“* steam, where the latter can be brought to bear. If manufacturers were asked even to 
“ make the comparison, they would ridicule the idea, and tell you that but for steam you 
‘“ could be neither clothed, housed, nor fed. What a manufacturer wants and uses is 
“ “power ’—cheap, untiring power; and is this not exactly what the agricultural culti- 
“ yator requires?” ‘‘ Take an Atlantic steamer that steams unceasingly night and 
“ day, and suppose her power to be 1,000 steam horses: you would require 6,000 
‘© real horses to do the work! ‘To 1tmagine what space so many animals would require, 
‘‘ their food, water, attendants, bedding, harness, and shoeing, seems an impossible 
‘¢ absurdity ; and yet, practically, when a farmer uses a horse where he might use 
‘¢ steam he is in an equally ludicrous and unprofitable embarrassment.” Again: “ There 
‘s were now two great questions before the agricultural world. First, the introduction 
“ of steam to cultivation. He hoped that for all general purposes, as thrashing, grinding, 
“ and so forth, most farmers used the steam engine. And his hearers might depend 
“upon it that they would never develop the full powers of agriculture until they 
‘‘ brought steam to bear on cultivation. Their five inches of cultivation would be 
“ exchanged for two feet or three feet: he said that very guardedly."* Speaking of 
steam cultivation in the Colonies, a correspondent of ‘* The Australasian” of March 30th 
says :—‘ The cost of the machinery is borne in Britain by the farmers joining together 
‘in the various districts, by companies which supply machines, or by the large owners 
“ of land starting them for the benefit of their tenantry. The first is, however, the 
‘ more usual method of introducing the steam plough. In a Scotch journal now before 
‘ me I find a meeting of a farmers’ association for steam ploughing reported. * * It 
‘would appear that their capital is 1,000, * * In this Colony the farmers might 
‘* subscribe the money for the machinery in various districts ; but as they are often very 
“ poor, I think if the Government were to advance them a certain part of the price of 
“ the machinery, to be paid back in a certain number of years, it would be an advantage 
“ to the country generally.” Perhaps, if the question were entertained by the Govern- 
ment at all, it might be worth consideration whether prizes might not rather be offered 
for the successful establishment of steam cultivation, instead of the plan above suggested. 

The late trial, imperfect as it was, of the steam plough and cultivator in Melbourne 
appears to have established the fact that, even with the present amount of experience in 
the working of the apparatus, about seven acres can be ploughed and nine cultivated per 
diem at a cost of 8s. and 6s. per acre respectively.f 

In Europe it is found that steam cultivation involves the necessity of underground 
drainage, but it remains to be shown by actual experience whether, under the different 
climatic conditions of these Colonies, the same necessity exists here. Even if this should 
be the case, however, steam power offers an easy and economical means of performing 
the work. Probably, where the soil is light and tolerably dry, artificial drainage would 
not be required ; but in heavy tenacious clays it may be assumed to be little less neces- 
sary here than in Europe. There drainage, irrigation, and other similar works are often 
executed by the agency of agricultural improvement companies, and more effectually 
than by individuals; and the same course might be followed in these Colonies. 

If a number of the landholders withiu a convenient distance would agree to guarantee, 
for a limited term, a sufficient amount of work, there is every reason to believe that 
English manufacturing firms would readily undertake to provide and send out the neces- 
sary appliances and skilled persons to work them, although it is possible that a further 
guarantee of a certain rate of interest upon the capital so employed might be required. 
This, however, ought not to occasion any difficulty, considering the immense superiority 
of steam cultivation to the common mode. 

But there are other subsidiary means of promoting the advancement of agriculture 
that might be brought into operation with advantage. 

Some improvement might be effected in the quality of the labour by ameliorating 
the moral and intellectual condition of farm servants. This must be done chiefly by 
the employers of labour. By providing decent and comfortable dwellings for their 
dependents, by encouraging habits of sobriety and thrift among them, and furnishing 


* « How to Farm Profitably,” pp. 228, 290, 167. 
1 “The Australasian,” May 25. 
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them with the means of instruction and innocent recreation, the masters would;probably ‘Tasmania. 
find their own interests advanced. By these means the country labourers would become —-— 
more attached to the soil, make better workmen, and would be taught to respect them- 
selves. The establishment of working men’s clubs in country districts, where practicable, 
would be a great assistance towards this end. It would, perhaps, be well for the landed 
proprietors to offer prizes to be competed for by their employés for neatness and 
cleanliness in their homes. 

Besides the prizes now given by agricultural societies or associations, others might, I 
think, with advantage be offered for (1) the largest quantity of manure produced in one 
year; (2) for the greatest extent of ground under root crops; and (3) for irrigation, and 
perhaps drainage. 

An ingemous and successful agriculturist complained to me some time since of the (c.) Farmers’ 
disadvantage under which farmers here are labouring for the want of some means of socicties. 
communicating to each other the result of their experience and observation. Asso- 
ciations or societies might well be formed for this object, at which papers might be read 
and addresses delivered, and the common stock of knowledge be thus greatly increased. 

The conclusion of the whole matter is this,—that under present circumstances agri- 
culture, to be successful, must be pursued with all the resources of skill and science* as 
well as capital (at least to a moderate extent), and that unless these be brought to bear 
upon it, it is in vain to hope that this Colony can ever compete with other countries 
where a better system is adopted. As new conditions come into existence new means 
must be employed to meet them. 

I have abstained from making any comparison between the crops produced in the 
different years, as the returns up to this time have been mere estimates, taken before the 
produce was gathered in, and are therefore utterly unsafe for statistical purposes. ‘The 
yield for the last year (1866) will, I am informed, be found to be very much greater 


than the estimate; aud no doubt the same (or the reverse) has often been the case in 
former years. | 
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Live stock. 
official returns for the last ten years :— 








ee 





——_ - +. = ee ee ee 
t 





rece Horses. | Horned 












































i 
Cattle, Sheep. | Goats, | sas Asses. : Pigs. : 
| pase ea ee { eee 
: oh | 
| tes7 19,857 80,144 ' 1,635,920* | 2633: — a 34,237 ° 
1858 | 21,563 79,460 | 1,604,393 | 2,330: 7 9 30,673 
1859 | 20,559 79.950 | 1,697,199 2,819 3 1 9 32,008 
' 1860, 21,034 83,366 1,700,930 . 2,888 6 9 31,290 
. 1861, 22,128 87,114 1,714,498 | 3,330) — 7 39,677 | 
| 1862: 20,742 $3,143 , 1,661,225 | 2,356 6 4 38,491 
' 1863 21,964 90,446 1,800,811 2,276 7 | 5 41,986 | 
1864 | 22,090 89,801 | 1,736,540 | 2,393 7 6 : 650,380 | 
' 1865 | 22,152 90,020 | 1,752,719 2,410 8 4 36,624 | 
| 1866 | 21,567 | 88,370 | 1,722,804 i 2196 | 11 5 | 33,259 - 

















* There is an error in the statistics of this year in regard to the number of sheep in the George Town District. I have adopted 
the correction made by Mr. Calder in Legislative Council Paper No. 28, 1864, pp. 8 and 15. ; 


The number of horses it appears was, in 1866, nearly the same as it was in 1857, and 
only four more than in 1858. ‘The average annual number of horned cattle in the first 
five years was 82,007, and in the latter 88,356; being an increase of 6,349 per annum, 
or 7°74 per cent. The same process shows that the sheep have, during the last five 
years, increased on an average at the rate of 83,232 per annum, or 5:04 per cent. on the 
average number in the preceding quinquenniad. The number of goats seems to have 
decreased. Pigs have increased (pursuing the same method of comparison) at the rate 
of 6,571 per annum, or at the rate of 19°57 per cent. ; the average number in the two 
periods being 33,577 and 40,148 respectively. 

These results, which are, I believe, contrary to the common impression that our live 
stock has been decreasing, will show how fallacious it is to compare the numbers in any 
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* This was accepted as a truth in very early times,— 
“ Pater ipse colendi 
{aud facilem ¢sse viam voluit ; primusque per artem 
Movit agros, curis acuens mortalia corda, 
Nec torpere gravi passus sua regna veterno.” 


Virgil, Georg. J., 121-4, 
O03 
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two single years together. In order to deduce the general law of increase or decrease, 
it is necessary to extend the comparison over a series of years. As regards sheep, the 
increase has doubtless been kept down by the ravages of fluke, especially in the lake 
country and in many other wet, undrained localities ; and as regards cattle, one reason 
why they have not more rapidly multiplied may probably be gathered from the large 
increase in the exports of butter and cheese, it being a frequent practice with dairy 
farmers to kill the calves as soon as they are born in order to save the milk which would 
be required for rearing them. 





VIL—Law, Crine, Se. 7 


The number of persons tried before the Supreme Court in 1866 was 165 (being 10 
less than in the preceding year), of whom 127 were convicted, and 38 acquitted. The 
number tried before the Kecorder’s Court, Launceston, was 35 (being six more than in 
the preceding year), of whom 28 were convicted, and seven acquitted. 


The criminal business of the Superior Courts of the Colony for the last 10 years is 
exhibited below. 





+ ee 


Supreme Court. Courts of Quarter Sessions. Recorder’s Court, Launceston. 
on a EEE SSS FP Total Con- 
oe | Misde Offences | Offences | Offences Offences | victions. 
} Felonies, o oo | Totals. ] against the , against ‘Totals. | against the against | ‘Totals. 
Ce Person. ' Pro rty. | Person. Property. | 
| | erson, perty. perty. 
| 
1857 - 61 21 | 82 22 28 | 80 — | — | — 162 
1858 -° 113 37; :150* 6 22 | O83 ii : —_ | — 178 
1859 -| 121 | 29 1850 aa oe = 12 220 | 3A 184 
sco -, 97 , 43 | 140 = — = 9 , 19 28 168 
1861-1 .77 20 | 97 — — — | 19 ' 30 127 
1862 - ~~ 8i 24 105 — — —- 7 30 | 37 142 
1863 -': 75 16 | 91 — —- — 7 24 381 122 
1864 - 102 17 =| «119 — — — 187 a | 23 142 
1865 - 113 pu | 133 — . = — 3 18 | 21 154 
1866 -/| 109 |! 18 | 127 — | — | — | — + 28} 155 
: 





* In this year the jurisdiction of the Court of Quarter Sessions was transferred to the Supreme Court. 
t This appears in the statistics for the year as 8 only ; is is corrected from the addition. 
f The total only can be given, a different classification having been adopted for this year. 


The total number of persons convicted has diminished considerably. For the purpose 
of more ready comparison it will be convenient to give the proportions in a tabular 
form :— 


Vroportion to Total | Proportion per 1,000 Proportion to Total | Proportion per 1,000 


Years. Population. of Population. Years. Popwation. of Population. 
1857 - - 1 in 516 1-937 1862 - - 1 in 639 1-565 
1858 - - 1 in 474 2-108 1863 - - 1 in 750 1-333 
1859 - - 1 in 470 2-128 1S6+ - - 1 in 657 1-522 
1860 - - 1 in 524 1-908 1865 - - I in 618 1:617 
1861 - : 1 in 710 1-408 1866 - : 1 in 682 1-592 
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In 1857 one in every 516 persons was convicted before the Superior Courts, and in 
1859 one in 470; while in 1863 only one in 750, and in 1866 one in 682, was so con- 
victed. This result shows that serious offences at least are decreasing. Of minor 
offences dealt with by the magistrates, there are no records in the statistics of former 
years, and I am afraid it will still be difficult, if not impossible, to obtain complete and 
accurate returns. 

‘The number of persons committed for trial in 1866 was 238, being one in 409, or 
2°444 per 1,000 of the total population. In South Australia in 1865 I find that the ratio 
of commitments to population was one in 567, and in the previous year one in 767 (the 
mean of seven years being one in 595); or, in 1866, 1°705 per 1,000, in 1865, 1°308,— 
the mean being 1:'729. ‘The comparison, therefore (considering that South Australia 
has never been a penal settlement), is not unfavourable to this Colony. 

During the last year there was not a single criminal executed. This is the first time, 
probably, in the history of this Colony that such has been the case, and the fact is, there- 
fore, worthy of special mention. I may also observe that for the last 13 years at least 
the whole of the criminals executed were either convicts or persons who had been 
convicts ; not one “ free” person being among the number. | 
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The executions for the last 10 years were as under :— | TASMANIA, 
as pag te a ae iil aii aan) OVO ee Oe Me yy | ot ee 
> Persons Persons 
aa | executed. bs. | executed. 
1857 - =a 9 1862 - 7 3 
1858 - - 5 1863 - as ” 
! 1859 - =| 12 1864. - -— ] | 
' 1860 - - 6 1865 - “ 2 
| 1s6l : 4 1866 - jeer 


The civil business of the Courts for the. past decade is exhibited in the following 
synopsis. It will be seen to have very considerably diminished. 





Litigation. 
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Civil Caos Courts of Requests. | 











Year tried inthe | Se, ace 7 ‘o te aN 
Supreme Court. Summonses ctions ae? Ban} apias a 
sila i issued. tried, | Poh! Facias. satisfaciendum. - 
A aes Rn Cae eS ee 
1857 - - 52) «(1277-963 BBL, 83 
| 1858 - 34 1,652 1,182 519° | 152 
1859 - : 42; 1304 902 549 10 
| 1860 - : oR | 1 B54 1,031 567 19 
' 1861 = = 28 | 818 4-4 254 5 
| 1862 - d 25) 1,277 703 | 380 Q 
1863 - - 23 443* 205* , 129* 4 
' 1864 - : ot | gat | tl gag 7 
| 1865 - : 93 1228 . 395 ; 363 | 3 
1866 - : 26 997 451 821 G 


a ee ee ne oe a = — = —_—_> er Sarees a ad ms =a 


* These numbers are so much below the others that some error may be suspected, 
¢ Not given for this year. 


The following is an abstract of the returns relating to insolvencies during the samie Insolvencies. 
period. It will be seen that during the last five years the number has greatly decreased, 
proving what I have before inferred,—that if our trade is more contracted now than 
formerly, it stands at least on a sounder basis. 











Persons who have been declared insolvent : Persons who have declared themselves 
by their Creditors. insolvent. 
Year. | 
! Number of | Amount of Amount of ~~ | Number of ° Amount of _ Amount of | 
| Fersons, Scheduled Assets, | Scheduled Liabi- Persons. Scheduled Assets. Scheduled Liabi- 
! | | lities. | | lities. 
| 
| : £ | £ | £ £ 
1857+ = 2 ; 16,325 14,705 148 39,637 83,256 
1858 - - S| 50} 1,500 146 44,163 130,195 
1859 - - 10 — — : — 131 91,619 130,446 
1860 Ss - 12 27,705 30,348 160 38,705 168,141 
1861 - - 9 1,812 1,508 146 82,598 172,424 
1862 - - 10 33,020 37,965 96 42,023 125,622 
1863 - - 4 — — 61 17,639 40,377 
1864 - - 5 12,007 | 10,163 08 o1,212 98,395 
1865 - - 6 : 9,668 | 17,969 8] 33,039 73,030 
1866 - " 5 468 | 1,304 59 23,828 43,689 


i 
} 
| i 
1 

i 
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t No Schedules filed at Launceston. 


It may be interesting to mention that in 1857 the average amount of each insolvent’s 
habilities was 6,5314.; in 1866, only 380/.§ 
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§ CorricENDUN.—In this Report, after Table of Insolvencies, for “in 1857 the average amount of each insolvent’s liabilities 
was 6,531/,; in 1€66, only 380/.”—read “ in 1857 the average amount, &c. was 653/. ; in 1866 it was 703i,” 
The average liabilities for each of the ten years was as follows :-- 


= Se ame me ee aoe aoe ae _ 


| Vane Average for each Scar: Average for each | 
Insolvent. | Insolvent. 
/ | : | P "4 
1857 : | 653 1862 = 1,543 
1858 7 -. 855 1863 : 621 
1859 ~ - | 925 1864 Z e 1,728 ; 
1860 - -' 1,154 1865 - “ 1,052 | 
1861 . - | 1,130 1866 - z 703 , 
i 
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The inference drawn in the text is therefore not sustained. 
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As regards the transactions of the Lands’ Titles Office, the only matter which seems 
to require special notice is the increase in the number of mortgages discharged during the 
year,—namely, eight (more than 50 per cent. over those in 1865), representing 4,561 
acres, valued at 7,324/. Considering that nearly the whole of this was in the ‘ Country,” 
as distinguished from the ‘ ‘Towns and Suburbs,” I presume this fact may be taken as 
indicative of an improved monetary condition of the Janded proprietors. The amount of 
the Assurance Fund at the end of the year 1866 was 1,156/. 


The whole number and amount of the mortgages on land registered for the 10 years 
past are as follow :— 7 
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\ | | 
Years. / Number, | Amount. | Years, | Number. | Amount. | 
; “| 
7 — en 3 - ie ae ee | 

| | £ | £ 
| 1857 - - 276 | 190,009 | 1862 - -; 343 | 157,596 | 
| 1858 - - 348 | 231,153 | 1863 - -| 234 | 218,214 | 
| 1859 - -: 3896 | 279,854t | 1864 - - | 265 | 199,383 | 
1860 - -, 880 | 236,418 | 1865 - | 274 165,577 | 
1861 - - 392 | | 156,008 | 


398,676 | 1866 - ° | 316 
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+ There is an error in the statistical return for this year, which bas been corrected by reference to the Registrar of Deeds. 


The amount for 1866 is equal to a liability of 1/. 12s. 04d. per head for the whole 
population. In South Australia, in 1865, the rate per head of population was 4/. 9s. 71d. ; 
in Victoria, in the same year, 2/. 2s. 7d.; and in New South Wales, 1/. 10s. 924d. 


V1il.—Fducation. 


The returns usually furnished by the Board of Education were not received in time 
to appear in their proper place, and will, therefore, be subjoined as an Appendix; but 
with a view to preserve uniformity of system as regards the present and future returns, 
] have retained the heading. 


VIT.— Vital Statistics. 


During the year 1866 the number of births registered was 2,805; the number of 
deaths, 1,327 (four of which occurred beyond the geographical limits of the island) ; and 
of marriages, 571. 

The proportional numbers for the last 10 years, according to the statistical returns, 
are given below:-—- 


Proportion per 1,000 of the | 
Living Population. 























| 

| Year, ! seetet Bae, 

; | Births § Deaths. | Marriages. 

| 

| | | 
1857 - -) 88°82 © 16°96 | 10°73 | 

| 1858 - ~ 87-17 18-50 + 9:28 

' 1859 - -| 87°52 16°31 | 816 | 

' 1860 - - 86°77) 19°86 TBR 

- 1861 - -; 85°55 | GBT 95 

, 1862 - -' 84°70 -15'0L | 7-01 
1863 . -. 82°76 | 15°49 7°62 
1864 - -| 32:48 § 15°86 7°48 
1865 - . 32°23 13°26; 6:20 

| 1866 - - 28°81 13°63 5°86 

| iat 

meee for the Ter \ 34:68 , 16°07 |} 7-80 

ears - - 


‘inconvenient provision, and I would submit that it should be repealed, as being at 


variance with the practice in other countries, and opposed to the interests of science. 
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In order to arrive at the true death rate the above table must be corrected as TAsManNua. 
follows :— ) == 

















Deaths of Correction to be 
Year. Prisoners of | Executions. Total. added to former ee Death 
the Crown. Death Rate. Ae per 1,000. 

1857 - - 30 9 39 *466 17°43 
1858 - - 14 5 19 *225 18°73 
1859 - - 12 12 24 “277 - 16°59 
1860 - - 7 6 13 °147 20:0] 
1861 - - 8 4 12 °133 16°80 
1862 - - 2 3 & °055 15°07 
1863. - - 3 2 5 "054 15°55 
1864 - = 2 ‘ ] 3 °032 15°39 
1865 - - 1 2 3 °031 13°30 
1866 - - 9 — 9 °092 13°72 

Mean for the Ten Years - . *151 16°23 


The birth rate, it will be seen from the first table, has in the ten years declined from Births. 
38°82 in 28°81 ;* that is, in 1857 the births were one in every 26 of the population; in. 
1866 they were only one in 35. Even as compared with the previous year there was a 
decrease at the rate of 3°42 per 1,000; and as compared with the mean rate for the ten 
years, a decrease of 5°87. The births in England in 1863 were at the rate of 3539+ per 
1,000. In Victoria, in 1865, they were at the rate of 42°04 per 1,000; in New South 
Wales, 42°01 ; and in South Australia, 42°60. It must be confessed, therefore, that the 
rate of increase to the population from births is less in this than in any of the other 
Colonies named. This will sufficiently account for the very small increase in the 
number of inhabitants, in comparison with that of other countries similarly circumstanced, 
which has been noticed under the head of “ Population.” The mean birth rate during 
the first five years of the above period was 37°17, and ‘in the latter only 32°20, which is a 
decrease of 4°97, or 13°37 per cent. The excess in the birth over the death rate in the 
first quinquenniad was 19°32 per 1,000, in the latter only 17°59. The births, therefore, 
are diminishing more rapidly than the deaths; so that unless this effect be interrupted 
by external causes, the natural increase to the population will gradually become less and 
less. The removal of an undue proportion of phosphates from the soil by exhaustive 
cropping has probably had some share in bringing about this result, since, according to 
physiologists, a deficiency of phosphoric acid in the soil is followed by a diminution of 
vigour in the human frame. | 

The proportion of male to female children born in 1866 was 1,432 to 1,373, or as 
104°12 to 100. In all England (1861) it was as 104°6 to 100. 

Of the 1,327 deaths registered in 1866, 791 were males, and 536 females,—the former pesths. 
exceeding the latter by 47°5 per cent.; so that the excess of deaths of males was about 
ten times the excess of births. | 

The deaths of children under one year of age were one in five of the whole number, 
or 19°89 per cent. In Victoria, in 1865, the proportion was nearly one in three, or 33°82 
per cent.[ In Queensland the proportion was one in three, or 33°47 per cent., in the 
same year. In England, in 1861,§ the ratio was one in four, or 25°03 per cent. 

The true death rate for all ages in Tasmania in 1866 was 13°72 per 1,000 living, and | 
for the ten years 16°23. The mean in Victoria, in 1856-65, was 17°84; and in England, 
in 1852-61, 22°21. The mean for the very healthiest county of England (Rutl!andshire), 
for the ten vears 1852-61, was 18°12. From 17°85, the mean of the first quinquenniad, 
the death rate had decreased to 14°61, the mean of the second quinquenniad, or 18°15 
per cent. In the course of the remarks that. 1 have made it has frequently been my 
duty to draw comparisons unfavourable to this Colony, and it gives me, therefore, the 
greater satisfaction to be able to record the fact that as regards the healthiness of its 
climate (in spite of want of sewerage in the towns) Tasmania is greatly superior to 
any of the other countries to which I have referred. In this respect she is, perhaps, — 
unrivalled. — 





* Throughout these and all other similar calculations the population is taken as it stood at the end of the 


year. 

Tt ‘“ Progress of Victoria,” p. 23. 

¢ The deaths of children under one year are not distinguished in the statistics of New South Wales and 
South Australia. | 

§ Registrar-General’s Report of 1868, the latest to ni I have access. 
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- The quarterly returns of deaths enables us to institute the following comparison as 
regards ‘Tasmania (1858-66) and Victoria (10 years) :*— ni 





Proportion per 100 of Total 
Number of Deaths. 








| ' 
| Quarters. | ! | 
| | . | Tasmania. | Victoria. | 
| ke ea ens Maa 7 
| First (January to March) ~— - 27°53 32°05 ) 
Second (April to June) ‘- 24°58 | | 25°31 ! 
| Third (July to September) = - | 26°01 20°74 - 
| Fourth (October to December) - | — 21°81 | 21°90 | 
| ) | 
| | : 


In Tasmania, as it thus appears, the healthiest quarter is the last, from October to 
December ; the least healthy is the first, from January to March. In Victoria the least 
healthy is also the first ; but the smallest proportion of deaths is there to be found in the 
third quarter, and not, as in our climate, in the fourth. 

The number of marriages registered in 1866 was 571, being 20 less than in. the 
previous year; only two of these took place before deputy registrars. On referring 
to the foregoing table for the last ten years it will be seen that the marriage rate has 
been gradually decreasing from 10°73 per 1,000.of the population in 1857 to only 5:86 
in 1866, or 54°62 per cent. ‘The mean rate for the ten years was 7°8 per 1,000. In 
Victoria the marriage ratio has also declined, during the ten years 1856-65, from 10°71 to 
7°29, the mean being 8°79. In New South Wales the rate has also decreased, in 1857-64, 
from 10:0 to 9°02, the mean being 9°33. 

Among the statistical records appears this year, for the first time, a return of diseases 
and deaths in the different hospitals and the Queen’s Asylum,f classified according to the 
system of Dr. Farr, which is now adopted by the Registrar-General of England, and by 
all the Australian Colonies. The compilation of this return has cost me much thought 
and labour, but I have received valuable assistance in my attempt to introduce the 
system here from the Nosological Index prepared by the Registrar-General of Victoria, 
several copies of which he was kind enough to forward to me; and I have supplied one 
to each of the institutions included in the return. It is very desirable that the deaths 
for the whole Colony should be classified according to the same system, which might 
easily be done by supplying to each of the deputy registrars a copy of the index 
referred to, with proper directions as to the use of it. I should be happy to lend any 
assistance that might: be required in promoting the adoption of this system, which is 
most valuable for purposes of comparison with the vital statistics of other countvies. 
There is another and mare. important purpose to be served by such a classification and 
record of diseases. “ One great object of statistical returns is to furnish such an 
identification of the diseases prevalent in any locality as may lead to a determination of 
the causes and may give an immediate clue to the measures which are necessary for 
prevention. In all cases, especially in the army and navy, this is one great use of 
statistical returns. '{ 

The whole number of cases treated in the institutions referred to in this return was 
2,214, and the number of deaths 205, or 9°26 per cent. of the cases treated. If we 
exclude the Queen’s Asylum, the mortality in the hospitals alone would be 12°53 per 
cent. In Victoria, in 1865, the hospital death rate was 10°32 per cent. In the Adelaide 
Hospital it was 9°6 per cent., the mean-of ten years (1856-65) being 8°75. : 

In the Hospital for the Insane the number of deaths was 13, the average number of 
patients for the year being 251, which gives a proportion of 5°18 per cent. In 57 lunatic 
asylums in England, in 1851, the rate of mortality was 11:07 per cent., calculated not 
upon the average but upon the number of patients in the different asylums on the 8th 
April, the day of the census. 

It should be observed that in comparing the death rate in different localities or 
institutions it is necessary to make allowance for the different degrees of density. of 


* “‘ Progress of Victoria,” p. 24. These particulars, as regards the other Australian Colonies, are not 
readily obtainable. oe 
_ ft The hospital for insane has not been included, since all the patients are suffering from one priniary 
disease (mania), and there is, therefore, no common ground of comparison, except with institutions of 

a similar kind. | | ae | 
$ Dr. Parkes, F.R.S., in Transactions of the Epidemiological Society of London, 1864-5 ; Appendix, p.-27. 
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the population or inmates, since it has been found to be a well-established law that 
the mortality increases part passu with the density. The mortality in the hospitals 
here should, therefore, be less than in Melbourne; the anomaly must be left to be 
explained by those who are in a position to compare the arrangements in the respective 
institutions. * _ 


TASMANIA, 


It is a fact worthy of special record that during the past year—for the first time, I Queen's 
believe, in the history of the institution—there was not a single death among the children Asylum. 


in the Queen’s Asylum. When it is considered that the daily average number througli- 
out the year was 511, the circumstance cannot fail to be regarded as a very remarkable 
one, 


IX .—Miscellaneous. 


Under this head two returns have been added which will probably be read with 
some interest: 1. Of the number of electors for both Houses of Parliament, showing 
the changes in the rolls during the year; and, 2. Of the number of persons employed 
in gold mining at Fingal, and the quantity of gold obtained. The latter is not so 
perfect as could be wished, but it is hoped that in ancther year it may be rendered more 
complete. 


Conclusion. 


I have thought it necessary in the foregoing observations to take a careful and 
detailed review of the commercial, financial, and agricultural condition of this Colony in 
the last decennial period, in order to Jay a sure foundation for future comparison. 
Several ways in which our resources seem capable of development have been pointed 
out, and some manufactures have been suggested. But as all, or nearly all, manufactures 
require a considerable preliminary outlay, and involve a certain amount of risk, it is not 
always suitable to the circumstances ot a young and thinly-peopled Colony to undertake 
them. It is, therefore, to agriculture that we must chiefly look as a means of rescuing 
this Colony from the state of depression into which it has so long and so continuously 
been drifting. A system of agriculture, to fulfil the conditions necessary to success in 
the present time, must involve (1) the employment of labour-saving appliances in every 
case in which their use is possible, to which end some capital will be requisite; (2) the 
copious application of fertilizers, natural and artificial, and the proper adaptation, on the 
principles laid down by Liebig and others, of plant, soil, and manure to one another ; 
(3) such a rotation of crops as may be found most suitable to the climate and circum- 
stances ; and (4) a proper system of fallowing wherever it may be called for. Pursued 
in this manner, and with the advantages of this climate, which is very rarely, if ever, 
subject to the summer droughts and the winter floods of the neighbouring Colonies, 
agriculture might make this a second Sicily—the granary of the Australian group. <A 
large increase of agricultural produce would necessitate and justify the construction of a 
system of railroads, which again, by a reflex action, would tend to promote such an 
increase, and excite generally a spirit of activity and enterprize. The stocking of our 
rivers with salmon and trout, which in a few years will have been accomplished, will open 
up parts of the Colony where now not a human habitation is to be found, and will carry 
civilization and industry into the desert ; so that the only element really wanting in order 
to bring back prosperity is the ability to create it. 

‘Before concluding I desire to express my acknowledgments to Dr. Hall for his 
obliging courtesy in responding to several communications which I made to him on the 
subject of improving our vital statistics ; to Mr. Stops for some returns of fees supplied 
by him, which it did not come within the strict requirements of his duty to furnish ; 
and to Mr. Solly for some suggestions as to the form of the returns relating to several 
of the penal and charitable institutions. The aid afforded by Mr. Hull in reading 
with me a part of the proof sheets has been already mentioned. I also desire to acknow- 
ledge the zealous co-operation of Mr. Barnard in all matters relating to the printing of 
this volume. 

The following words, from the preface to the essay entitled “The Progress of Vic- 
toria,” by the Registrar-General, which has been printed in the report of the Exhibition 





* « The mortality of the sick who are treated in the large general hospitals of large towns is twice as great 
as the mortality of the sick who are treated in small hospitals in small towns. 

** It remains to be seen whether the mortality in small hospitals is not twice as great as the mortality of 
the same diseases in patients who are treated in clean cottages. 

‘“* Should this turn out to be the case, the means of realising the advantages of the hospital system, without 
its disadvantages, will then be sought and probably found, as the problem is not insoluble.’”—Dr. Farr to the 
Registrar-General of England, 1863, | 3 ale’ 
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just closed, are so apposite to the present occasion that I cannot do better than reproduce 
them here :—* All who have ever attempted to work up statistical data will readily 
“ appreciate the great amount of methodized skilled labour necessary to the accurate 
‘ combination of facts as herein presented. In dealing with the vast mass of figures 
“ whence those now furnished were drawn it is hardly possible to escape some 
“ inaccuracy. But it is hoped there exists no error of importance. Should any mistake 
‘¢ whatever be discovered, I shall be most thankful to have it pointed out, however 
“ trifling that mistake may be. ‘ Trifles,’ said the old master, ‘ make perfection, and 
*¢ ¢ perfection is no trifle.’ ” 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. C. NOWELL, 


Statistician. 





SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


No. 19. 
Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir D. Daty, to his Grace the Duke of 


BucCKINGHAM AND CHANDOS. 


(No. 46.) Government House, Adelaide, 
My Lorp Dvke, August 27, 1867. 

I wave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book for this Province for the 
year 1866. | 

The general statistics of the Colony, which, with the report of the Government 
statist for that year, are annexed to this volume, exhibit the progress in so much detail 
as to render any observation on my part unnecessary. | 

2. The prolonged drought which occasioned so much loss and suffering to this Colony, 
especially to the pastoral interest, has been succeeded by an abundant harvest, and the 
pastoral runs are recovering in some degree from the serious losses in the stock of sheep 
and cattle which they had sustained. 

3. The present season is also favourable, and gives reasonable ground for the expecta- 
tion that the harvest of the present year will not be inferior to that of the last. 

4. The effects of the late monetary crisis are disappearing somewhat tardily, and have 
deranged the operations of the money market to such an extent as to have induced my 
Government to discontinue immigration for several months past, with the intention, how- 
ever, of resuming it again when the circumstances of the Colony justify it. 

I have, &c. 
His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, (Signed ) D. DALY. 
&c. &c. &c. Governor. 


Report to the Hon. Henry Ayres, M.L.C., Chief Secretary. 


Sir, Chief Secretary’s Office, Adelaide, July 13, 1867. 

In presenting the “ Statistical Register of South Australia for the year 1866,°" 
I have the honour to submit the following résumé of the principal facts disclosed in the 
accompanying voluminous tables, for the information of his Excellency the Governor-in- 
Chief, being in continuation of the annual reports heretofore published illustrative of the 
progress of the Province, and bringing under review, in a condensed form, and with 
brief explanatory remarks, such statistical information as chiefly bears upon the social state 
and material condition of the community. 


Population. 


The usual quinquennial census was taken on the 26th March of the past year, and 
exhibited a larger number of persons resident in the Province than was shown in the 
estimated population returns compiled from the statements of births and deaths, and of 
immigration and emigration by sea. It is only by a census that the effects of migration 
across the border can be ascertained, and in this instance the balance of arrivals over 
departures by land was in favour of South Australia. 

he results of the census, however, form the subject of a separate volume now in the 
press, and shortly to be issued in a complete form; but from tables published within a 
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few weeks of the enumeration it appeared that the total population on the night of the 
25th March 1866 was 163,452 persons, of whom 85,334 were males and 78,118 females. 
From that date to the close of the year the increase of population by the excess of immi- 
gration over emigration (by sea) was 2,335 persons, and the addition by excess of births 
over deaths during the same period was 3,366 souls, making a total population on 31st 
December last of 169,153 persons—88,272 males and 80,881 females. The total increase 
since the date of the census, a period of nine months, was therefore 5,701 persons—2,938 
males and 2,763 females. 

In forming a comparison with the preceding year, the addition to the population during 
the whole twelve months must be taken, and which amounted to 6,849 persons, 3,434 
males and 3,415 females, the natural increase having been 4,029 persons, 1,933 males and 
2,096 females; and the balance of arrivals over departures by sea, 2,820 persons, 1,501 
males and 1,319 females. ‘The increase in population from all sources during 1866 was 
therefore less by 2,415 persons than in 1865, when the rate of increase was six and 
a quarter per cent., whilst the rate during the past year was slightly under four and a half 
percent. In 1864 the increase amounted to five per cent., and in 1863 to three and 
three quarters. The augmentation was therefore below the average of the three preceding 
years, namely, five per cent. 


Births, Deaths, and Marriages. 


The natural increase of the population during the year 1866 amounted to 4,029 souls, 
or 469 less than in 1865, attributable to a greater mortality, as the number of. births 
exceeded those of the previous year by 110. 

6,782 children were born in 1866 (as compared with 6,672 the year before), 3,470 
being boys, and 3,312 girls. The birth rate was therefore 41 per thousand of the popu- 
lation, as compared with 45 in 1865 and 44 per thousand in 1864. 

Many more deaths were recorded in 1866 than in the preceding year, namely, 2,753 
as against 2,174, or an increase of 579. The rate of mortality in the year 1866 was 
17°5 per 1,000 persons, in comparison with 14°8 in the preceding twelve months, but 
was only 1°1 higher than the rate shown in 1863. The average death rate in this Colony 
may be taken to be 16°5 per 1,000 persons living at the commencement of the year. 

With regard to the sexes, 1,537 males died, as compared with 1,220 in the previous 
year, and 1,216 females as against 954, showing an increase of 317 of the former sex, and 
of 262 of the latter. 

Out of 2,753 deaths, more than one-half, or 1,548, were deaths of children under five 
years of age, being nearly the same proportion as last year. 

The mortality among infants was also great, being 50 per cent. of the total deaths, 
as compared with 48 per cent. in 1865; the actual number of deaths of infants under 
two years of age being 1,385 and 1,041 respectively. During the preceding five years 
the deaths in this class ranged from 1,024 to 1,041 annually, with the exception of 
the year 1864 (scarlatina being then prevalent), when the number reached 1,214, or 171 
fewer than last year. | 

The usual nosological table, showing the causes of death during each of the past 11 
years, presents important particulars as to the prevalence of epidemics, and in connexion 
with the monthly returns, will hereafter be esteemed of the highest value. 

There was a diminution of 137 in the number of marriages, 1,299 only being solemnized 
as compared with 1,436 in 1865; with that exception, however, they were more 
numerous than in any previous year. , 


Immigration and Emigration. 


The total addition to the population from the excess of immigration over emigration 
by sea amounted to 2,820 persons, of whom 1,501 were males and 1,319 were females. 
From this source in 1865 our number was augmented by 4,766 persons, 2,649 males 
and 2,117 females, being a greater number than had been recorded during either of the 
preceding ten years—14 immigrant vessels having arrived, landing 4,625 souls. The 
decrease in 1866, as compared with the previous year, is therefore considerable, amount- 
ing to 1,946 persons, 1,148 males and 798 females. It is true only 10 immigrant ships 
arrived during the course of twelve months, bringing 3,891 persons, or 734 less than in 
1865, but there was contemporaneously an increased emigration, amounting altogether 
to 4,135 persons, or 432 more than in the previous year. 

During 1866 the number of immigrants at the public expense was 3,89], or 1,071 
more than the net gain by immigration from all sources; in the preceding year the 
net gain by immigration exceeded the number of Government immigrants by 14) souls. 
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SourH. The following table shows the general immigration and emigration by sea; the balance 
AvsTRALIA of arrivals over departures; together with the number of immigrants introduced at the 
~ public expense, during the past ten years :— | , 
































12,087 | 9,283 | 21,970 | 13,234 | 10,561 23 195 — 


aa aa Excess of Immigration Number of Immigrants 
Immigration. Emigration. over Tewigeaton, the Public meee . 
Years. Ba a 
M. | F. | Total. M. F, | Total. M. | F. | Total. M. ! Total. 
| nai heed 
1857 | 5,262 | 2,876 | 8,138 2,057 | 1,172 | 2,422 ae 1,543 | 3,965 
1858 | 4,826 | 3,029 | 7,855 2,327 | 1,919 1,894 1,659 | 3,553 
1859 | 2,910 | 1,959 | 4,869 639 579 913 , 1,098 | 2,011 
1860 | 3,109 | 1,265 | 4,374 335*| 193* 492 | "480 972 
1861 | 2,181 | 946 | 3,127 938 | 112 18 3 21 
1862 | 2,091 | 1,189 | 3,230 304 241 281 | 330 611 
1863 | 2,685 | 1,549 | 4,234 663 679 811 | 688 1,499 
1864 | 3,720 | 2,238 | 5,958 1,944 | 1,338 1,459 | 1,188 | 2,647 
1865 | 5,318 | 3,151 | 8,469 2,649 | 2,117 2. 692 | 1, 933 4, 625 
1866 | 4,400 | 2,555 | 6,955 1,501 | 1,319 2,252 | 1,639 | 3 891 


Total : 36,502 | 20,707 | 57,209 
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* Excess of Emigration. 


The aggregate arrivals during the ten years comprised in the above return numbered 
57,209 ; and the departures from the Colony. 35,239, showing a balance of arrivals over 
departures of 21,970 souls. During the same period, 23 795 Government immigrants 
were introduced, or 1,825 more than the net gain by immigration, and equal to eight 
per cent. of the Government immigration. 

This loss, however, chiefly resulted during the first five years of the decade. The 
balance of arrivals over departures during that period amounted to 9,215, the number of 
Government immigrants being 10,522, showing a deficiency of 1,307 persons, or 12} 
per cent. During the five years ending with 1866, however, the number of Government 
immigrants was greater by four per cent. only than the net gain from the excess of 
immigration of ‘both classes over emigration. The arrivals exceeded the departures 
by 12, 755, whilst the Government immigration amounted to 13,273 persons, showing a 
deficiency of 518 persons during the last five years. 


Public Worship. 


No less than 31 new places of worship are returned by the several religious 
denominations as opened during the year 1866, compared with six in the preceding year. 
The additional accommodation thus provided was 7,973 sittings. The aggregate number 
of churches and chapels 1s 492, with seats for 91, 816 persons. In addition thereto, 153 
rooms were temporarily used for religious services, capable of accommodating 6,361 
persons ; so that the total number of places of worship used during 1866 would be 645, 
with sittings for 98,177 persons, or equal to every man, woman, and child in the Colony 
of 14 years of age and upwards, supposing all to attend simultaneously.. The number 
of private rooms or other temporary places of worship was 20 less than in 1866, 
owing to the abandonment of many preaching stations in the north and to the rapid sub- 
stitution of more appropriate buildings. The following figures show the advancement 
made during the Jast three years :— 





eee 1864. ae 1865. | 1866. | 

! 

! ge 
Number of churches or chapels ae 455 461 492 
2 sittings in ditto - - | 79,595 83,843 91,816 
rooms used, &c. - - 180 173 153 
be sittings in ditto - oa 7,621 6,507 6,361 
Total number of places of worship - | 635 634 645 
- sittings provided - | 87,216 90,350 98,177 
Sunday schools - - - | 382 384 398 
Sunday-school teachers - - | 3,254 3,484 3,807 

Sunday scholars - - - a 23,087 | 23,739 | 25,914 | 
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It will be seen from the above table that the extension of Sunday schools is progr essing 
favourably, the total number in connexion with the various religious denominations 
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now being 398, with 3,807 teachers, of whom 1,873 were males and 1,934 females, and 
the total number of scholars being 25,914, of whom 12,829 were boys and 13,085 girls ; 
showing an increase over the preceding year of 14 schools, 323 teachers, and 2,175 
scholars. The increase in the number of teachers and scholars was greater than had 
been recorded in any previous year. 


Education. 


_ The return of the number of children attending schools licensed by the Board of 
Education shows an increase of thirteen schools, or five per cent., and of 1,010 scholars, 
or 7°4 per cent., as compared with the year 1865. 

The total number of schools open was 292, and the average number of scholars on the 
roll, boys 8,160, and girls 6,530, together 14,690 ; of whom 11,472 on the average were 
in attendance, or 78 per cent. of the number on the roll. The average number of 
scholars belonging to each school was 50 against 49, and the average attendance thereat 
39 and 38 in the respective years, a slight improvement on former returns. The above 
figures relate to the position of the schools in the month of October, the period of the 
year when attendance is most regular; the number attending varies considerably each 
month, and the average for the year is less than the number above given. 

The proportion of the sexes remains the same as before, namely, of’ boys 55°5 per cent., 
and of girls 44°5 per-cent. of the total scholars. As respects the ages of scholars, little 
improvement is shown, the period of school life being much too limited to enable scholars 
to obtain more than a rudimentary education. Children of six years and under formed 
28°5 per cent.; of seven to ten years, 51 per cent.; of eleven to twelve years, 13°5 per 
cent. ; and of thirteen years of age and upwards, only 7 per cent. of the whole number. 

The education grant is chiefly beneficial to the sparsely peopled districts. Out of 


14,690 scholars 1,509 only were at licensed schools within the city, 1,316 in other 


corporate towns, 11,865 being in the country districts. 

There are now no less than 68 school-houses throughout the country held in trust for 
purposes of education; these have been erected by private subscription, supplemented 
from funds voted by Parliament to the amount of 12,8641. 

The financial statement shows 14,662/. to have been paid as stipends to teachers, or an 
average of 1/. 1s. 54d. for each scholar. The greatest number of destitute children in 
attendance was 1,191, for whose schooling the Government paid the sum of 18s. 63d. 
each. 

The total amount of school fees received by the teachers from parents, &c. was 
14,622/., giving an average of 19s. 24d. for each scholar. The total cost of each child’s 
education during 1866 is stated to average 21. Os. 8d., and the expense of each licensed 
school to have averaged 61/. 1s. 11d. It is estimated that, including private schools, one 
in 77 of the population is receiving education. 

The total expenditure by the State for educational purposes during the past decade has 
amounted to 170,137/.; the sum expended last year being 21,6830. sterling; these 
amounts including the grants to the several mechanics’ institutes. 


Charitable Institutions. 


' During 1866 medical relief was afforded to 1,257 patients in the Adelaide Hospital, or 
to 111 more than in 1865. At the beginning of the year there were 137 patients in the 
building, 98 males and 39 females, which number was increased by the end of the year 
to 143, 97 males and 46 females. The total number admitted during the twelve months 
was 1,120, compared with 1,031 in 1865; and the daily average number in the hospital 
was 138, or 17 more than last year. Of these 95 were males and 43 females. Whilst the 
daily number of the former sex has increased during the past four years from 71 to 95, 
the average number of female patients has remained at 43. Ina total number of 1,257 
cases treated, 885 patients were discharged cured, 105 were relieved, and 124 died—93 
males and 31 females. ‘The average duration of stay of patients in the Institution was in 
acute diseases from 17 to 19 days, and in chronic cases from 81 to 85 days. With regard 
to the various forms of suffering, reference must be made to the very full returns given 
in the detailed tables, which show the number of cases in each class of disease, whether 
male or female patients, the result of the treatment, and the number of inmates on the 
first and last days of the year, classified under each particular ailment. 

The slight improvement in the returns from the Lunatic Asylum noticed last year 
has not been continuous, the records for 1866 showing a large increase in the number of 
admissions, a reduction in the number of patients discharged, and a consequent augmen- 
tation of the number of inmates at the close of the year. : 
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Sovru On the Ist of January there were 108 male and 87 female inmates, together 195; on 
Austratia. the 31st of December there were 224 inmates, 125 males and 99 females, or 17 more of 
—— the former sex and 12 of the latter than on the same day in the previous year. The daily 
average number of patients was 206, as compared with 195; 88 cases were admitted in 
lieu of 63 ; and 43 discharged, either cured or relieved, instead of 50; the number of 
deaths, 16, was the same in either year. During the twelve months 283 patients were 
under treatment, as compared with 262 the year before. Only 17 out of 224 inmates 
remaining in the asylum at the close of the year were in a position to repay a portion of 
the cost of their maintenance, all the other patients being supported entirely at the public 

expense. — | 

The returns relating to destitution are of a very unsatisfactory character, exhibiting an 
unusual number of claimants for relief at the hands of the State. 

The statement of the average number of destitute poor supported or relieved by the 
Government, exclusive of patients in the hospital and lunatic asylum, is divided into two 
classes, indoor and outdoor cases. 

Only aged and infirm persons or sick and deserted children are, as a rule, admitted 
into the asylum, and numbered 233 as compared with 178 last year. The additional 
number of inmates was 55, consisting of 42 males, 22 being adults and 20 children ; and of 
13 females, of whom seven were adults and six children. The increase in the year preceding 
was 32—20 males and 12 females, so that the additional claimants for permanent support 
during the past year were confined to the male sex, and in relative number not greater 
than has been before recorded. 

Turning, however, to the statement of the number of recipients of outdoor relief 
throughout the Province, it is lamentable to find that more than twice the amount of 
eleemosynary aid was required than in the previous year, and that irrespective of distinc- 
tion in age, nationality, or sex. ‘The total average number of outdoor cases was 1,144, 
566 males and 578 females, as against 526 cases in the previous year, 249 males and 277 
females, showing an increase of 618 cases. It is specified that all the male adults were 
relieved in consequence of sickness; their average number was 104, or 55 more than last 
year. The average number of adult females was 135, or 84 more than last year. Many 
of these are women who have been deserted by their husbands, and, with their children, 
requiring partial relief. 

In commenting upon the rapid increase in the number of destitute children and 
orphans in my last report, when there appeared an addition of 156 over the previous 
year, or about one-third more, I adverted to the want of industrial schools or similar 
institutions in the more populous districts, where these children could receive the care 
and attention at present necessarily withheld. Now, however, that during the course of 
a single year the number has increased twofold; when, instead of 500, there are over 
1,000 children on the average receiving support from the State, the increased attention 
now being devoted to this subject will be considered as well-timed. The returns this 
year show 1,007 destitute children, of whom 525 were boys and 482 girls; last year 512 
children, of whom 253 were boys and 259 girls; all (except 102 at the Government 
Free School) distributed in various localities throughout the Province. 1,100/. was 
expended by the Education Board in remunerating licensed teachers for the instruction 
of children whose parents were unable to pay the customary school fee. 

During 1866 the amount expended by the State on charitable institutions, irrespective 
of cost of buildings, was 32,026/., or twice the sum paid three years ago. It was divided 
among the three institutions as follows :—Medical and hospital, 8,740/.; lunatic asylum, 
9,526/.; and destitute poor, 13,759/.; the latter department expending 50 per cent. 
more than in the previous year. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


Following upon a year when the public revenue had increased 42 per cent., the returns 
for 1866 show a diminution of less moment than might have been anticipated, owing to 
the demand for land, which had been extraordinary in 1865, having continued through 
the earlier months of the succeeding year. 

The revenue from all sources amounted to 949,774/., as compared with 1,089,1282., 
or a decrease of 139,354/,. The principal decrease was in the payments into the Treasury 
for land, which amounted to 331,285/. instead of 504,6772., or 173,392/. less. Other 
smaller decreases were compensated for by increases on remaining items. The amount 
of customs receipts, the only source of taxation, was 230,134/., or 27s. 2d, per head_ of the 
population, as against 80s. per head in the preceding year. 
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Consequent upon the accumulation of revenue during the previous year the expendi- 
ture during 1866 was enhanced, amounting to 1,064,323/., as compared with 790,5041., 
or an increase of 273,819/. The principal addition was under the head of public works, 
upon which 402,245/. were expended, as against 223,083/., or an increase of 179,162. 
In connexion with this expenditure must be taken the payments for interest and sinking 


fund of the bonded debt, 95,830/., and also 20,385/. trom the loan account, making a: 


total sum spent on account of public improvements during 1866 of 518,461, half a million 
being provided out of the general revenue. The immigration expenditure was 65,1810. 
as against 53,6881. 

The balance to the credit of the treasurer at the close of the year amounted to 
403,091/. sterling, as compared with 417,640/. at its commencement. 

From a return of the gross revenue and expenditure during the past ten years, it 
appears that during that period the receipts into the treasury, from all sources, have 
amounted to 6,429,339/., and the outgoings to 6,359,452. Of the former sum the 
ordinary revenue contributed 3,719,793/., and the remaining 2,709,546/. was procured 
from the land fund. During the like period the total expenditure upon public improve- 
ments and immigration amounted to 3,063,938/., not including the cost attending the 
establishments connected with the survey and sale of the land, the prosecution of public 
works, and the supervision of immigration. 


Loans for Public Works. 
The amount of the public debt of the Province, which has been incurred solely for the 


construction of reproductive public works, partly in aid of sums devoted out of the 


general revenue, amounted on the 3lst December last to 775,6001., or a reduction of 
20,600/. during the twelve months. The actual amount paid off during 1866 was, how- 
ever, 44,600/., a fresh loan to the extent of 24,000/. having been contracted for the 
purposes of the Strathalbyn tramway ; being the first incurred since 1863. 

The public indebtedness amounts to 4/. 11s. 6d. per head of the population, or about 
one-third of the rate existing in the neighbouring communities. 

Since the first bond was issued in 1854 the sum of 1,092,900/. has been raised by loan, 
of which 317,300. has been paid off, leaving the present debt, the bulk of which is 
extinguishable during the next twenty years, at the amount above stated. 


Banking. 


The usual half-yearly statements of the average liabilities and assets of the six banking 
institutions carrying on business in this Province have been duly published in accordance 
‘with the requirements of the Act relating thereto. 

For purposes of comparison, however, the subjoined abstract of the aggregate average 
assets and liabilities of the several banks for the six months ending December 1864, 
1865, and 1866 respectively, will be found convenient. 





LIABILITIES. 
Se oe ye oe Ae oe Xe ry, ere eRe YG Powe AG pee ge eee ean ; 
—s7 | 1864. | 1865. : 1866. 
£ Ss. a. £ s. d. £ $s. 


Notes in circulation - 
Bills in circulation - 
Balance due to other hanks 
Deposits - - - 


12.7009 9 9 12138 12 7 42,246 19 
11,715 2 4 26,415 4 7 32,210 9 
1,158,931 11 11 | 1,568,151 1 1 | 1,401,565 9 


| 
| 315,126 6 8; 340,512 210| 239,372 8 
| 
| 


Cran mw Aw 














Se 


: | 1,498,473 10 8 | 1,947,217 1 1 | 1,715,395 6 1 





Total average Liabilities 


ASSETS. 
eae | 1864. | 1865. | 1866. 
| £ s. ad, £ s. d. £ 
Coin and bullion - - - 411,710 3 O| 445,996 19 8 318,927 
Government securities - - 4,600 0 O 4,600 0 O 4,600 


Landed property and bank premises 


60,808 18 11 69,257 16 11 | — 86,404 
Notes and bills of other banks ~~ - 


8,109 9 4 13,325 11 8 26,61] 
151,312 15 1] 73,600 3 5 63,426 


1,724,759 5 4 | 2,424,924 8 8 | 3,120,092 10 10 


Balances due from other banks = - - i 
Notes and bills discounted, and other debts due to 
banks not enumerated - 7 : S 


Wmoon”? 
oom On & 





Total average Assets - - | 2,361,300 11 8 | 3,031,705 O 4 | 3,620,062 1 4 
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SouTH It will be seen from the above how far the commercial crisis of 1866, in combination 
AUSTRALIA. With the disastrous effects of a lengthened drought, affected the monetary position of the: 
colonists. 


In the December half-year 1865 the average liabilities amounted to 1,947,2171., in 
1866 to 1,715,395/. The average assets for the same periods being 3,031,7051. and 
3,620,062/. respectively. 

On analyzing the returns, it appears that the deposits were 166,585/. less, amounting 
to 1,401,565/. instead of 1,568,151/. This diminution is small i in amount, but becomes 
important when compared ‘with an increase in the previous year’s returns of 409,220). 
The note circulation also fell off to the extent of 100,000/., or from 340,512i. to 239,372U., 
returning to the amount at which it stood in the last half of 1863. 

The chief feature in the returns, however, is the great increase in the amount of 
accommodation afforded to the public cut of the bank’s own capital. With reduced, : 
instead of rapidly increasing deposits, and a deficiency of nearly one-third in the note: 
circulation, the discounts and advances were augmented by 695,168/., or from 2,424,924. 
to 3,120,092/. sterling. In the December half of 1865 the deposits amounted : to 
] 568, ISL, and the advauces to 2,424,924/., the latter exceeding the former by 856,7731.. 
In the same period last year the average deposits were 1,401 5651, and the discounts: 
3,120,092/., or a difference of 1,718,527/., or just double that of the preceding year. 
The intensity of the monetary pressure may be estimated when so great and unusual a 
demand upon the assistance of the banks was promptly met to the liberal extent above 
disclosed. The rates of discount and of exchange were, of course, greatly affected. The 
usual statement showing the latter ruling for each quarter will be found interesting. 
During the third quarter of the year bank drafts on London at anty days’ sight: 
reached three per cent. premium. : 


Savings Bank. | 


Although this institution was naturally affected by the financial difficulties existing 
during the year under review, it is satisfactory to find, from a close examination of the 
returns rendered, that the pressure upon the class of the community from which the 
depositors are principally drawn was less than might have been anticipated. “The number 
of new accounts opened was 2,135, or only 198 fewer, and the amount deposited 
124,427/., or but 6,688/. less than in 1865. The amount to the credit of the several 
depositors at the close of the year was 249,329/., or 9,364/. less than on the last day of 
the preceding year, the total number of accounts open being 7,679, or 603 more. The 
depositors drew from the bank 147,524/., as compared with 115,751/., or an increase of 
31,773/., as against an increase shown in the previous year of 28, 0201. on the same 
item. 

; The reserve fund increased from 15,378/. to 17,370/., and the rate of interest allowed 
to depositors from five to six per cent. per annum. The total funds of the bank 
amounted to 266,700/., as compared with 274,071/. The following abstract of the 
bank’s operations during the past five years will be found useful :-— 





————— | 1862 | 1863 | 1864 ; 1865 | 1866 
New accounts opened (number) - ° 1,264 ! 1,440 1,806 2,333 2,135 
Increase in depositors (number) - - 629 = 834 1,132 1,233 603 
£ £ | £ £ £ 


Amount deposited - 79,482 91,783 


withdrawn : . - - 54,495 63,393 87,731 115,751 147,524 
, depositors’ balances - : - | 152,663 | 189,143 | 231,972 | 258,693 | 249,399 
» reserve funds - - - - 10,842 12,062 13,431 15,378 17,370 
totalfunds - . : 163,506 | 201,205 | 245,403 | 274,071 | 266,700 


{ 
| 
120,924 | 131,118 124,427 


Zz 





The rate of interest charged by the bank for loans on freehold security was increased 
during the last quarter of the year to eight per cent., having previously stood for several 
years at seven and a half per cent. per annum. The total amount lent on mortgage is 
178,862/., and 11,600/. is invested in Government securities. In addition to the branches 
of this institution heretofore existing at Port Adelaide, Mount Gambia, and Kapunda, 
further facilities were afforded to depositors by the opening, early in the year, of agencies 


at the telegraph offices in the several townships of Clare, Gawler, Goolwa, Kooringa, 
Strathalbyn, and Wallaroo. 
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Imports and Exports. 


Trade languished during 1866 from a variety of causes, but if it be remembered that 
the following comparisons are made with one of the most prosperous years experienced 
it will be found that the diminution recorded is, relatively, of less moment than would at 
first sight appear. | 

The combined import and export trade amounted to 5,693,879/., against 6,057,442/. 


in the preceding year, showing a decrease of 363,563/. or six per cent. ; but the trade of 


1866 was equal in amount to that of the year 1864, and nearly one-third greater than 
that of 1863. 

The total imports were valued at 2,835,142/. as compared with 2,927,596/., or a 
decrease of 92,454/. When compared with 1864 there is an increase shown of 422,2111., 
or nearly 20 per cent. The total exports amounted to 2,858,7371., or a falling off 
of 271,109/. or about eight per cent. When compared with 1864, in which year the 
export trade reached to 3,305,545/.,, there is a decrease of 446,808/., or 13 per cent. 

Taking the three years together, the total imports amounted to 8,175,669/., and the 
exports to 9,294,128/., leaving a balance in favour of the Colony of 1,118,459/., 
distributed throughout the period as follows :—In 1864, the exports exceeded the imports 
by 892,614, in 1865 by 202,250/., and last year by 23,5951. only. In 1864 the 
exports of staple products were valued at 42 per cent. more than the goods cleared 
for home consumption; in 1865 at eight per cent. only; but in 1866 the shipments 
did not exceed the imports by as much as one per cent. 

During the first 18 months of this period the exports exceeded the imports 
enormously, and unfortunately induced excessive importations during the latter half of 
the period, when the exports falling considerably, depression naturally resulted. 

The following table shows the combined import and export trade for each year since 
1857, inclusive, the total imports, the imports retained for home consumption, and the 
imports re-exportcd; the aggregate exports, the value of staple products exported, and 
the difference between the latter and the value of imports consumed :— | 




















Import 
Combined ports , Balance Pro- 
Year. Import and | Total Imports. ad ge si Total Exports. Ble orks dnce:¢x ported 
Export Trade. ~exported, Colony. over Imports 
| | Consumption. 4 consunied. 
| . - ee 
. £ | £ £ £ £ £ 
1857 = - , 3,581,624 1,623,052 1,408,664 214,388 | 1,958,572 | 1,744,184 335,520 
1858 - - 3,281,536 1,769,351 1,612,207 157,144 1,512,185 1,355,041 257,166 
1859 - - | 3,163,370 1,507,494 1,353,783 153,711 1,655,876 1,502,165 148,382 
1860 - - | 3,423,307 1,639,591 1,432,201 207,390 1,783,716 1,576,326 144,125 
1S61 - - | 4,008,329 1,976,018 1,782,346 193,672 2,032,311 1,838,639 56,293 
1862 - - | 3,966,452 1,820,656 | 1,595,347 225,309 2,145,796 1,920,487 325,140 
1863 - - | 4,387,096 2,028,279 1,764,818 263,461 2,358,817 2,095,356 330,538 
1864 - - | 5,718,476 2,412,931 2,122,923 | 290,008 3,305,545 3,015,537 892,614 
1865 - - | 6,057,442 2,927,596 2,552,407 375,189 3,129,846 2,754,657 202,250 
1866 - - : 5,693,879 2,335,142 2,516,128 | 319,014 | 2,858,737 | 2,539,723 23,595 


| 
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The combined import and export trade with the United Kingdom amounted to 
3,036,1382., as compared with 2,706,584/., or an increase of 329,544. The imports 
amounted to 1,880,273/., as against 1,741,6902., or 138,583/. additional. The shipments 
to Great Britain amounted to 1,155,865/., as compared with 964,894/., or an increase of 
190,971l. In 1865 the imports thence exceeded our exports direct by 776,79061., last 
year by 724,407/. We purchased British goods (in addition to large supplies by way 
of Melbourne) to the extent of 110. 2s. 6d. per head of the population, being the same 
rate as in the preceding year. 

With Victoria, however, there was a falling off amounting to half a million sterling— 
jn 1865 the combined import and export trade having reached 1,864,945/., whilst in 
1866 it only amounted to 1,337,987/. There appears to have been a considerable 
decrease in both import and export trade, the former amounting to 402,692/., or 
217,609/. less, and the latter 935,295/., or 309,348/. below that of the previous year. 
The diminution in the import trade amounted to 33 per cent., and in_ exports to 
25 per cent., attributable tothe decreased shipments of cereal produce. The balance 
ot trade was in favour of South Australia by 532,603/. as against 624,342/, the year 
before. | 
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Business transactions with New South Wales were likewise disturbed, and although 
no serious diminution in the aggregate amount is shown, the traffic was less favourable to 
this community. The total transactions amounted to 647,624/., or 149,881/. less 
than in 1865; the import trade amounting to 295,071/. as compared with 239,820/., 
or an increase of 55,251/.; and the shipments thereto declining from 557,685/. to 
352,553/., or by 36 per cent. The balance of trade in our favour was reduced from 
317,864/. to 57,482. 

Our shipments to Queensland advanced from 93,0310. to 107,6512.; but to New 


Zealand, on the other hand, they diminished, being only 65,5861. instead of 143,9872., 


almost entirely wheat and flour. The exports to Western Australia increased from 
28,4901. to 44,499/., the imports from thence amounting to 5,031/., showing a balance 
in our favour of 39,468/.; owing to the regular communication, business with this 
Colony is rapidly increasing. From Tasmania we imported 26,4692. worth of timber 
and potatoes, as against 36,4381. the year before. 

The exports to the Cape and the Mauritius were aimost nominal, being 11,5711. only, 
but the importation of sugar from the latter place increased from 99,712/. to 116,973/. 
value. The shipments of copper to India were larger than in 1865, the total exports 
thereto—nearly the whole being mineral produce—amounted to 144,121/. as compared 
with 76,970/., or an increase of 67,1511. 

With foreign countries direct trade was very limited. From the United States we 
received goods of the value of 37,790/. as against 47,462/.; and, for the first time, 
shipped wool to that country to the amount of 34,5652. From China we imported teas, 
&c. to the value of 26,576/. as against 54,059/. in the preceding year. To Batavia we 
exported flour to the value of 2,130/. The imports of Baltic timber declined from 
34,5251. to 8,500/., whilst the importations from Hamburgh direct amounted to 10,5942. 
as compared with 2,455/. in the year preceding. 

During 1865 the imports of coin and bullion amounted to 72,050/., and the exports 
to 60,410/., leaving a balance in favour of the Colony of 11,6400. Last year, however, 
we shipped 86,930/., only receiving 68,050/. in return, showing a balance against us 
of 18,8802. sterling. 


Exports, the Produce of the Colony. 


In reviewing the progress of a community liable to periodical depression, but also, 
as the above table shows, equally open to times of great prosperity, it is especially 
important, in either of those events, carefully to analyze and compare returns extending 
over a number of years before forming an opinion as to its present position or its 
future prospects. With this view is supplied, as in each previous year, a statement 
from which a fair conclusion may be drawn as to the development of the material 
interests of the Province. It shows the total value of the exports of colonial produce 
and of the three principal staple products in the years 1857, 1861, and 1866 respectively, 
the beginning, middle, and termination of the past decade; also the aggregate value of 
those exports during the quinquennial periods closing in 1861 and 1866; together with 
the average annual shipments in the same periods, and the proportion which the shipments 
of agricultural, pastoral, and mineral staples respectively bore to the total exports of 
produce :— 


ge A a 

















Of which Exports. 
. Total Exports |—-—~~----—--- 
Period. of Produce. 
Breadstuffs, Wool Copper and | Miscellaneous 
Grain, &c. : other Minerals. Products. 
aah oe cs es ete 5 ee a 
£ £ £ | £ £ 
In the year 1857 - - - | 1,744,184 755,840 504,520 458,839 24,985 
‘3 1861 = - ~| 1,838,639 712,789 623,007 452,172 50,671 
_ 1866 - - - | 2,539,723 645,401 990,173 824,501 79,648 
Total in five years, 1857-61 - | 8,016,355 3,047,394 2,606,705 2,141,848 | 220,408 
" 1862-66 - | 12,325,760 4,718,831 3,938,516 3,226,249 | 442,164 
Average of five years, 1857-61  - | 1,603,271 609,480 | 521,341 428,370 || 44,080 
s 1862-66 -| 2,465,152 943,766 787,703 645,250 | 88,433 
Rate per cent. of average exports of 
1857-61 - - - ~ 100°0 38°0 32°5 26°7 2:8 
Rate per cent. of average exports of 
1862-66 - - - - 100-0 38°3 31°9 26°2 3°6 
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From the above it appears that the average exports of the five years ending in 
1866 was greater by 50 per cent. than that of a similar period ending in 1861, being 
2,405,152/. as compared with 1,603,271. 

The aggregate exports of staple productions during the whole period of ten years 
amounted to over twenty millions sterling, eight millions being due to the first half of the 
decade, and twelve and a quarter millions to the last. 

The total exports of produce in the year 1857 amounted to 1,744,184/,, in 1861 to 
1,838,639/., and during last year to 2,539,723/. In 1857 the gross value was made up as 
follows :—Breadstuffs, 755,840/.; wool, 504,520/.; copper, 458,839/.; and miscellaneous, 
24,985/. In 1866 the proportion of each staple product contributed was as follows :— 
Wool, 990,173/.; copper, 824,501/.; cereals, 645,401/.; and miscellaneous articles, 
79,6481. 

It will be seen that, so far as agricultural produce is concerned, a mere comparison of 
value gives an erroneous view, as our cereal exports in 1866 were somewhat larger in 
quantity than in 1857, although not much, owing to the deficiency in the harvest. This 
objection equally applies to mineral produce, and although it is necessary to give a com- 
parative statement of the value of exports, the only correct estimate can be formed 
from the tables of quantities exported, which will be found in later paragraphs. By 
taking an average of five years, as given in the above table, the error is partly corrected, 
as such a comparison shows an augmentation in the value of each staple product of over 
50 per cent. 


The following statement shows as closely as possible the relative value of wheat, wool, 
and copper as compared with the total exports of produce :— 
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| Ratio of Average of Five Years’ Exports of each Class to Total 
Exports = 100. 
Five Years, ending with 





Breadstuffs. | Wool. | Minerals. | Miscellaneous. 

Per Cent. Per Cent. Per Cent. Per Cent. 

| 1857 - -| 4074 30°8 24°6 4:2 

| 1858 . -|  40°6 30°7 25°4 3°3 
1859 - -' = 89°38 31°5 27°1 2-1 

1860 - -: 382 31-6 27°6 2°6 
1861 - -; 88:0 32:5 26°7 2°8 

| 1862 . -! 85°5 33°4 27-2 3-9 
1863 . - 35°2 33°9 27°0 3°9 
1864 - 38°8 31°8 25°75 3°7 
1865 - -| 41-2 30:8 24°5 3-5 
1866 - Z 38°3 31°9 26-2 3-6 


Taking the average of the five years terminating with 1861, the value of breadstuffs 
formed 38:0, wool 32:5, copper 26°7, and miscellaneous articles 2°8 per cent. of the total 
exports. Taking the like average for the similar period ending in 1866, we find bread- 
stuffs contributed 38°3, wool 31°9, copper 26°2, and miscellaneous articles 3°6 per cent. of 
the gross produce. Although this comparison shows but little change in the relative 
position of the three classes, a closer examination of the table will disclose many 
fluctuations during the period over which) it extends. 


Breadstuffs, Grain, &c. 


The great falling off in the exports of breadstuffs during 1866, as compared with the 
two preceding years, was the main cause of the depression existing during the last twelve 
months, for not only was the harvest much smaller than its predecessor, yielding 
3,587,800 bushels only, as against 4,252,949 bushels, but the higher rates usually 
attendant upon scarcity were not realized. The early date at which the probable 
deficiency in the yield was established induced the dispatch of orders to the American 
continent for large supplies, which continued to pour into the neighbouring Colonies, 
displacing to a great extent the demand for our grain, and diminishing its market value. 
Farmers also suffered from holding back wheat early in the season, anticipating higher 
prices, but which, owing to the glut of American grain, they failed to obtain. Weficient 
crops and low prices, combined with the unfortunate mistake as to the probabilities 
of the market, made the year 1866, so far as regards the trade in breadstufts, singularly 
disastrous. | 
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The total quantity of wheat and flour shipped was 38,808 tons as against 60,513 tons, 
or one-third less than in 1865. The value was diminished at the same time; the 
declared amount of the exports of breadstuffs, grain, &c., being only 645,401/, as 
compared with 1,228,480/., or nearly one-half. Notwithstanding the scarcity, the average 
price of flour throughout the year was only 15/. 7s. as against 20/. 10s. per ton, and of 
wheat only 6s. 2d. instead of 8s. 7d. per bushel as in 1865. 


The following figures, showing the progress of the wheat and flour trade during the 
past five years, will be found reassuring as to the future :— 


TREE 


| 
| Average | Total Value | 





Average Flour and ; 
Acres under Wheat ee eee | Breadstuffs 
Year. ield per Wheat Pier: ee ’ 
Wheat. Harvest. eee ie Wheat, er; Grain, & 
ACTEs snipped | bushel. : shipped: ! 
Bushels. Bs. Ibs. Tons. s. d. £ 
| 1862 - - | 310,636 3,410,756 10 59 51,092 4 8 633,241 
1863 - - | 320,160 3,841,824 12 O 60,434 410 747,116 
1864 - - | 335,758 | 4,691,919} 14 0 | 76,553 8 6 | 1,464,593 
1865 - - | 390,836 4,252,949 1] 0 60,513 8 7 1,228,480 | 
1866 - - | 410,608 3,587,800 8 44 38,808 6 


2 | 645,401 
| 
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So sudden and serious a decline in the export of the chief staple of the country, 
although felt to be only temporary,* of course produced great depression amongst all 
classes ; not less so from having followed a period of more than ordinary prosperity. 

At the present juncture it 1s important to note the immense stride agriculture has 
taken during the latter half of the past decade; and that, during the last three years, 
including that under review, our yearly cereal exports have averaged more than one 
million sterling ; and I consequently subjoin a tabular statement showing the shipments 
of flour, wheat, bran, and pollard during the years 1857, 1861, and 1866, also the total 
exports of those articles during the two quinquennial periods, and the average for such 
periods :— | j : i 














. | | 
| ah Total in Flour, 
Period. Flour | Wheat. at 45 bushels Bran on 
Pollard. 
| | to ton. 
| | | 
Tons. | Bushels. | Tons. | Tons. 
In the year 1857 - - : ~| 33,103 200,328 | 37,555 | 6,553 
‘ 1861 - - - - - 33,01] 674,160 | 47,992 | 4,826 
‘o 1866 - - . - - 30,496 374,048 38,808 2,560 
Total in five years, 1857-61 - - - 129,612 1,693,360 167,242 23,999 
‘s 1862-66 - - - 185,890 | 4,568,128 | 287,404 29,699 
Average of five years, 1857-61 - - - 25,922 338,672 33,448 = | 4,799 
i 1862-66 _- - - 37,178 913,626 57,481 5,935 


It will be seen that during the five years ending in 1861 we exported 167,242 tons ; 
in the succeeding quinquennial period we shipped 287,404 tons; and that the shipments 
during the first five years averaged 33,448 tons, and during the last 57,481 tons. 

The large exportable surplus of 1865, 60,513 tons, was wholly disposed of in the 
adjoining Colonies and New Zealand, without difficulty ; but, owing to the immense im- 
portations of American grain before referred to, attracted by the high prices that had ruled 
here during that and the previous year, the smaller disposable surplus of 1866 moved off 
very slowly, the shipments hence to the Sydney and Melbourne markets being greatly 
diminished, 

Victoria took only 8,476 tons of flour and 22,883 quarters of wheat, as against 15,537 
tons and 68,410 quarters in 1865. To New South Wales 12,047 tons of flour and 14,190 
quarters of wheat were sent, instead of 14,322 tons and 35,040 quarters respectively. 
Queensland took a larger quantity of flour, 5,926 tons in leu of 4,141 tons; but the 
shipments to New Zealand declined from 3,875 tons to 2,353 tons of flour, and from 
17,234 quarters to 9,269 quarters of grain. Western Australia took 841 tons in lieu of 
155 tons; and the following smaller shipments were placed :—Mauritius, 471 tons; 


* The harvest of 1867 produced 6,561,451 bushels, average yield 144 bushels per acre. The shipments of 
flour and wheat to 30 June, 63,000 tons ; in comparison with 23,000 tons to same date in previous year. 
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Cape Town, 220 tons; Batavia, 130 tons; and Singapore, 20 tons; no flour or grain 
being exported to the United Kingdom. : 


Minerals. 


There was a considerable increase in the quantity of mineral produce exported—tine 
total value amounting to 824,501/. as compared with 620,112/., showing an increase of 
204,389/., or nearly one-third more than in the previous year. Under each head of the 
return very satisfactory evidence is afforded of the progress made in mining during the 
twelvemonth just closed ; in no previous year had the results of mining industry proved 
more beneficial to the Colony. During 1866 copper formed more than one-third of our 
exportable produce. The following table shows the quantity as well as the value of.the: 
several kinds of mineral produce shipped, side by side, with the exports during the 
preceding four years. 











Mineral. | 1865. | 1866. 
Cwts.| 85,872 96,039 | 134,055 | 100,196 | 129,272 
Hine copper - a | £ | 400,591 | 447,944 | 637,791 | 483,795 | 584,509 
Gasnane : 7 ; ; ‘ Tons 6,216 §,343 4,545 16,176 16,824 
PP : £ | 124,263 83,262 38,125 | 184,677 | 225,683 
Lead - _ ; ; _f Cwts. 426 271 63 82 1,351 
£ 981 525 121 133 2,991 
Teor . : : _J Tons 97 450 567 86 648 
£ 2,266 9,007 13,107 1,507 11,318 

Regulus : 7 : { Tons: 418 39 52 — — 

£ 19,518 1,655 2,480 = a 

Total value : -£| 547,619 | 542,393 | 691,624 


It will be seen that the chief increase was in the export of manufactured copper, of 
which 129,272 cwts., value 584,509/., were slipped, as against 100,196 cwts. in 1865, 
value 433,795/. ; showing an increase in quantity of 29,076 cwts. of fine copper, and in 
value of 150,714/. The shipments of fine copper alone, therefore, averaged 125 tons a 
week, as against 100 tons per week during the previous year. The shipments of copper 
ore were slightly greater in quantity, but were of much additional value, 16,824 tons 
worth 225,683/., as compared with 16,176 tons worth 184,6772. ; an increase of 648 tons 
in quantity, but of 41,006/. in value. The shipments of lead and lead ores also increased 
very considerably. _ Of the former, 1,351 cwts. were sent away in place of 82 cwts.; and 
of the latter, 648 tons against 86 tons in 1865. The value of the two in 1866 was 
14,309/., as compared with 1,640/. in the year previous. 

During the past ten years considerably more than five millions sterling (5,368,0971.) 


has been introduced into South Australia in exchange for our mineral productions, . 


finding employment for a great number of its population. In the first half of that period 
the exports amounted to 2,141,848/., or averaging 428,370/. yearly ; and in the last five 
years to 3,226,249/., or an average annual shipment of 645,250/. sterling, In 1857 the 
shipments amounted to 458,839/., in 1861 they were 452,172/., but in 1866 they 
reached 824,5017. 

As the value of minerals has fluctuated considerably, the following comparative state- 
ment of the quantities of the several ores and metals shipped during the past decade will 
be found still more clearly to show the great advance of this industry, and its important 
bearing upon the prosperity of the community. | 














Period. | Copper. Lead. | Copper Ore. | Lead Ore. | Regulus. 
| Cwts. Cwts. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
.| In the year 1857 - - | 56,893 —_ 8,036 1,422 79 
9% 1861 - - | 61,047 | .1,256 7,817 15 390 
Ss 1866 - - | 129,272 1,351 16,824 648 ~— 
Total in five years 1857-61 - | 287,910 4,34] 36,953 2,620 | 1,102 
e 1862-66 - | 545,434 2,193 49,104 1,849 509 
Average of five years, 1857-61 | 57,582 868 7,390 524 220 
es 1862-66 | 109,087 438 | 9,821 | .370 102 |. 
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July to June in each year, which are accordingly appended :— 
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From the above it will be seen that the production of fine copper has advanced from 
56,893 cwts. in 1857 to 129,272 cwts. last year ; the shipment of copper ores also having 
doubled—16,824 tons as against 8,036 tons. But the whole of this increase has occurred 
since the discoveries in the Wallaroo and Moonta mining district in 1861. Before that 
date, the average yearly shipments amounted to 57,582 cwts., or 53 tons per week, since 
they have averaged 109,087 cwts., or 105 tons per week. The shipments at the close of 
the decade amounting as above stated to 129,272 cwts., or 125 tons per week. 


In addition to the benefits resulting from the employment of labour in the manufacture 
of fine copper, the amount of shipping engaged in importing coal for the smelting works 
has been vastly augmented, 82,830 tons being discharged here in 1866, or four times the 
quantity required five years ago. 


Wool. 


Considering the great losses the sheep farmer has experienced during the past few 
years, the augmentation in the quantity of wool shipped in 1866, although smaller than 
antecedent to the drought, is of an encouraging nature. ‘There was an increase of 5,795 
bales, the aggregate number shipped being 61,977, as against 56,182 in the year preceding. 
The total weight was 20,908,085 Ibs., as compared with 18,945,425 lbs. From these 
amounts the weight of 3,437 bales received in transitu, vid the Murray, and from 
Western Australia, has to be deducted in order to arrive at the quantity produced in 
this Colony; after making such deductions, it appears that the quantity of South 
Australian wool sent away in 1866 was 58,540 bales, weighing 19,739,523 lbs., or 
3,469,633 Ibs. more than in 1865, showing an increase of over 20 per cent., and of 
10,178 additional bales. The following table shows the shipments from each port during 
the year ending 31st December 1866 and two preceding years :— 


















































Year ended 31st December. | 1864. | 1865. | 1866. 
a | 

| Ibs. lbs Ibs. 
From Port Adelaide - = - - - - | 8,472,298 9,734,297 | 12,164,497 
Port Wakefield - - : - : - | 1,774,800 | 1,908,678 | 3,374,226 
Port Robe : : : : : . | 2077,300 | 1,892,460 | 1,539,500 
Port Augusta = - z = : : - | 2,990,403 998,315 857,188 
Port MacDonnell - - - - - - 771,656 1,217,013 1,423,919 

Port Wallaroo - =) - - - - — 137,007 — 

Port Elliot - - - - - 6,138 — — 
Port Victor - - - - - - | — 382,120 113,400 
Port Caroline - - - - - - | — — 266,793 
Total export of South Australian wool - - | 16,092,095 | 16,269,890 | 19,739,523 
Produce of other Colonies - ‘ : -| 1,404,456 | 2,675,535 | 1,168,562 
Total shipment (Ibs.)  - : - | 17,496,551 | 18,945,425 | 20,908,085 
Total shipment (bales) - : -| 50,946 56,182 61,977 

; | rs = | ——_—. 

| £ £ | £ 
Total value of South Australian wool — - - 775,656 821,482 990,173 
Total value of other wool - “ - 73,469 152,915 74,313 











Total value - : ; -| 849,125 974,397 | 1,064,486 
| 


The declared value of the South Australian wool amounted to 990,173/., to which 
74,313/. must be added for the produce of other Colonies, making the total shipments 
worth over one million sterling. The wool of this Colony shipped in 1865 was valued at 
821,482/., and that of the preceding year at 775,656. 


In order to ascertain accurately the yearly progress of the pastoral interest, it is 
necessary, however, to remember that the shipment of wool is at its height at the close of 
the year, and it is often a matter of accident as to which year the export is credited. 
The comparison of clip with clip is best made from returns showing the shipments from 
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Year ended 30th June. | 1863. | 1864, | 1865. | 1866. | 1867. 
Ibs. lbs. lbs. Ibs. lbs. 
Port Adelaide . -| 7,550,428 | 10,112,815 | 10,381,539 | 9,277,556 | 11,448,696 
Port Wakefield -« - - | 2,282,400 — 1,833,800 2,981,078 2,301,826 
Port Robe - . ° - | 1,488,400 1,816,300 1,760,400 1,736,460 1,639,400 
Port MacDonnell - : . 55,395 541,380 | 1,014,850 800,790 | 1,468,772 
Port Wallaroo ° - : 43,500 65,000 — 77,507 — 
Port Augusta = = . -| 2,798,673 | 4,294,400 | 2,206,325 998,315 857,188 
Port Victor or Port Elliot - - _ 6,138 294,000 179,800 — 
Port Caroline o - - — — — 72,383 289,229 
Total weight (Ibs.) - | 14,218,796 | 16,836,033 | 17,490,914 | 16,123,889 18,005,111 





Although useful, as giving a general idea, the figures in the above table do not show 
the actual production of wool in the vicinity of the port named, as it must be understood 
that in each case the shipments to other countries direct from the particular port only 
are given, the shipments coastwise not being included. When a vessel is laid on at any 
outport, and departs for a foregn port, the wool is returned as exported from that par- 
ticular outport ; but when the wool is shipped coastwise to Port Adelaide it is included 
in the exports from the chief port. 

The following figures show the quantity and value of South Australian wool shipped 
in 1857, 1861, and 1866—the total quantity shipped during the first five years of the 
decade, and during the second, together with the average shipments for such periods :— 


i 


| Quantity. | Value. 





Period. 

Ibs. £ 
In the year 1857 - : 9,695,203 504,520 
% 1861 - - | 138,164,391 623,007 
‘s 1866 - - | 19,739,523 990,173 
Total in five years, 1857-61 - | 51,862,905 2,606,705 
9 1862-66 - | 80,897,304 3,938,516 
Average of five years, 1857-61 | 10,372,581 521,341 
‘3 1862-66 | 16,179,461 787,703 





It is gratifying to find that in 1866 we shipped 19,739,523 lbs. of wool, worth 
990,173/., as compared with 13,164,391 lbs., worth 623,007/., in 1861, and 9,695,203 Ibs., 
worth 504,520/., in 1857; showing an increase of 50 per cent. in each quinquennial 
poe notwithstanding that the latter five years has included the severest drought 

nown in this Province. 


Shipping. 


The deficiency in the quantity of breadstuffs for export naturally affected the amount 
of shipping employed during 1866, but although the number of vessels arriving and 
departing was reduced one-sixth, the aggregate tonnage was not very much below that 
of 1865, a larger class of vessels having been employed than heretofore. 

In 1864 617 vessels entered at ports in South Australia of 160,095 tons; in 1865 
619 vessels of 183,102 tons; and ‘in 1866 524 vessels of 169,439 tons; showing a 
decrease upon the preceding year of 95 vessels and 13,663 tons. The principal decrease 
was in the arrivals from Victoria, amounting to 59 vessels and 17,230 tons. 

From Great Britain the arrivals numbered ten less, being 59 instead of 69, the tonnage, 
however, being nearly the same, 40,379 and 42,074 tons respectively. The following 
statement gives the number and tonnage of vessels entered inwards from each country 
during the past three years :— 
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SourTH | 
LOB RALIA. Ships Inwards. , Tonnage. 
—_— Countries. | 
1864. 1865. | 1866. 1864. | 1865. | 1866. 
59 69 59 | Great Britain - - - - | - 29,948 42,074 40,379 — 
260 230 171 | Victoria - - - - - 56,111 58,199 40,969 
175 152 178 | New South Wale - - - | ~ 45,5385 43,022 |- 58,796 
49 73 46 | Tasmania - - - - 5,684 8,690 5,692 
3 3 5 | Queensland - - - - 571 356 1,762 © 
17 29 20 | Western Australia - - - 5,246 8,940 6,726 
15. 12 8 | New Zealand - - > - 3,234 2,515 ° 1,620 
3 4 3 | Cape of Good Hope - - - 1,028 1,837 794 
1 3 1 | India and Singapore - = - 472 -718 793 - 
15 17 15 | Mauritius - - - - 3,370 3,746 3,381 
1 — — Bourbon - - ° - - 369: eeu eae % 
1 — — Hong Kong - - - - 216 — — 
— 3 1 | Vancouver Island - = - — 1,276 - 327 
7 8 5 | Sweden - - - - - 3,671 4,257 2,816 
L* 1 2: | Hamburg - - - . 188 ' 160 518 
7 11 7 | United States - - - - 3,788 6,484 4,173 
— l — Batavia - - - - - — 289 = 
3 3 3 | China - - - - - 664 — -§39 693 
617 .619 524 Total inwards - - | 160,095 183,102 169,439 





_ Of the above-mentioned 524 vessels, all but seven, of 1,430 tonnage, arrived with 
cargoes ; and all but 21 were British vessels. The total number of the crews amounted 
to 7,881, or 1,160 less than last year. In addition to the above, 51 vessels were entered 
from. New South Wales, engaged in the River Murray trade, the total capacity being 
3,985 tons, and the crews numbering 334 men. During the previous season only 36 
vessels entered at Murray Ports, or 15 fewer than last year. 

With regard to shipping outwards it is important to note that although the clearances 
were fewer in number by 86, the total tonnage was only 3,756 less, the falling off being 
chiefly in the intercolonial trade. 

In 1865 the departures numbered 601, of 174,188 tons; in 1864 they had been 619, 
of 161,293 tons; and in 1866 they amounted to 515 vessels, of 170,432 tons. The sub- 
joined tabular statement shows the number of vessels departing to each country during 
the past three years :— 








Ships Outward. Tonnage. 
1865. | 1866, :.: 1865. | 1866. 
30 | Great Britain - - - - 11,677 17,867 22,097 . 
215 | Victoria - - - - - 59,473 62,402 50,184 
183 | New South Wales - - - 38,008 39,092 49,655 
13 | Tasmania - - - - 2,617 4,629 1,865 
‘28 | New Zealand - - - - 14,119 7,706 6,211 
22 | Queensland - - - - 3,662 3,751 5,264 
25 '| Western Australia - - - 6,063 8,469 8,464 
6 | Mauritius - - - - 1,904 1,517 1,495 
— Bourbon - - - - 375 — — 
12 | India - - - - - 12,188 12,692 8,554 
1 | Cape of Good Hope - - - 560 237 183 
1 | Batavia - - - - - 2,210 2,104 575 
— Brazils - - ° - - 281 — os 
15 | Chili - - - - - 3,045 §,437 9,808 
1 |, United States - » - > — — 281 
2 | China - - - - - 895 1,389 1,296 
11 | Guam - - = - - 3,856 6,896 5,000 
515 Total outwards - -| 161,293 174,188 170,432 











It will be seen that the tonnage entered outwards for Great Britain was greater than 
in 1865, 22,097 tons as against 17,867 tons, although the number of vessels was less by 
four, being 30 only. The average tonnage of ships sailing for England in 1866 was, 
therefore, 736 tons, and in 1865, 525 tons, showing a marked improvement in the class 
of vessels engaged. 

The following return, showing the number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared 
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from each port during the past two years, exclusive of coasters, will be found useful, as | Sours 


















































Total - - 


indicating the amount of foreign trade done with the several outports :— -AUsTRALIs, 
Inwards. Outwards. 
1865, | 1866. Name of Port. 1865. 1866. 
Vessels. | Tons. | Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. : 
444 147.0% 352 | 124,473 | Port Adelaide : : | 409 |133,623 | 318 | 120,047 
i 1,981 3 1,080 | ,, Robe - : et 3; 898 3 | 1,080 
55 $957 60 9.608. ,, MacDonnell - - 53 8,727 61 9,708 
9 1,652 6 687; ,, Yankalilla - : 11 1,750 9 1,326 
16 2,190 4 697 | ,, Willunga : : 35 6,142 21 3,532 
55 | 16,685 83 | 29,966; ,,  Wallarvo : 2 59 | 18,067 82 | 30,414 
1 1,699 1° 793! 4, Augusta : : 3 665 ] 633 
92 2,913 15 | 2,135 | Victor « : : 28 4,316 20 3,692 
619 | 183,102; 524 {169,439 601 [174,188 | 515 | 170,432 
36 4,536; 51 | 8,985 | River Murray . - 39 4,620 52 4,196 
ee | —_— 


655 187,638 | SY 65) ee 


640 178,808 567 | 174,628 


The most noticeable feature in the above statement is the great increase in the 
Wallaroo shipping, 83 vessels, principally coal laden, of 29,966 tons, arriving in 1866, 
as compared with 55, of 16,685 tons capacity, in the previous year. More than one-half 
of the tonnage from this port left in ballast. The shipping entered outwards at Port 
Wallaroo in 1866 was just one-fourth in number and tonnage of the departures from Port 
Adelaide. 

The number of vessels registered as belonging to Port Adelaide is 126, of 16,521 
tons, an addition of 13 over the previous year. Fifteen vessels were built during the 
twelve months, the total tonnage being 948 tons; 25 vessels were registered, and 12 
registers were cancelled. 


Land, Cultivation, and Live Stock. 


The following extracts from my eighth annual report on the agricultural statistics 
(year ended 3lst March 1867) bring this subject down to the latest date :— 


‘‘During the past year 214,431 acres of country and suburban land were added to 
the area alienated from the Crown, a reduction of 102,045 acres on the quantity disposed 
of by the Government during the preceding twelve montns. The total area of purchased 
land in the occupation of lease or freeholders on the 31st of December last was 3,424,721 
acres, or 20 acres per head of the estimated population; or at the same rate as 
existed at the date of the census, nine months previous. 

“ Nearly two-thirds, or 2,161,694 acres, of the total alienated lands is occupied by 
freeholders, showing an increase of 191,105 acres upon the preceding vear. A large 
proportion of the remaining 1,263,027 acres of purchased land is held under leases, 
with right of or covenant to purchase, or is rented in conjunction with freehold 
property. 

‘In compliance with the wishes of the Select Committee of the Legislative Council 
on Preparation of Returns of last session, [ have endeavoured to obtain data for the com- 
pilation of tables showing the number, extent, and average area of the several holdings 
under specified classes for each district of the Province. 

‘“¢ Excluding areas of 500 acres and upwards, the holdings are divided into eight classes, 
and show a total number of 10,687, with an aggregate extent of 1,303,865 acres, the 
average size of each holding being 122 acres. No distinction has been drawn as to the 
nature of the tenure, in some instances it being freehold, in others freehold and rented 
Jand in combination, and in many leasehold only. 

‘From the following abstract relating to the whole Province—and similar information 
can be extracted from the returns for each district council and county were it necessary 
—it appears that the largest class of holders are those farming from 100 to 200 acres, 
their number being 2,713, or 25°4 per cent. of the whole body, and their holdings averaging 
144°6 acres. ‘The next most numerous class are the farmers of from 50 tu 100 acres, 
of whom there are 2,214, whose farms average 76°4 acres each, and who form 20-7 
per cent. of the whole body. Next come 1,715 holders of farms varying from 200 to 
330 acres each, forming 16 per cent. of the total occupiers, and with an average of 259°4 
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acres to each holding. ‘There are 601 occupiers of farms of 350 to 500 acres extent, the 
average being 412°8 acres to each occupier of this class, who represent 5°6 per cent. of 
the whole. 

‘¢ The above-mentioned four classes include very nearly the great bulk of the agricul- 
turists, and, as will be seen, more than two-thirds of the whole hody. There must how- 
ever be added the holders of areas of 500 acres and upwards in the solely agricultural 
counties of Adelaide, Gawler, Light, and Hindmarch, numbering 523 with an average 
area of 1,187 acres. 

“Tt must also be borne in mind that out of the total number of holders, 10,687, no 
fewer than 1,188 are occupying plots averaging only 2°6 acres, 992 occupiers averaging 
8°5 acres, 609 occupiers averaging 20°6 acres, and 655 occupiers with an average of 
38°2 acres each ; or together 3,444 holders, being one-third of the total number. A large 

roportion of these holdings is under cultivation as gardens, orchards, and vineyards, or 
is merely fenced pasture. Holdings of one acre and under are excluded from these 
returns. 


“The following table gives the particulars referred to :— 



































No. of Ave Per cent. of Per cent. of 
oe: Holdings. patent Arex | ‘Total Holders. | Total Area. 
| 

More than 1 and under 5 acres -| 1,188 3114 | 26 1s] 0-24 
i gs TS : 992 8,408 8-5 9°3 0°65 
» 18s 4, x80, - 609 12,577 20-6 5°7 0:96 
» 80 , «50, - 655 25,031 38-2 6:2 1°92 
» 60 4, 100 ,, - 2,214 169,110 | 76°4 20°7 12°97 
» 100 ,, 200 ,, - 2,713 392,492 | 144°6 25°4 30:10 
» 200 , 850 ,, : 1,715 445,017 | 259°4 16:0 34°13 
» 3800 4, 4600 ,, - 601 248,116 ! 412-8 5°6 19°03 
10,687 1,303,865 | 122°0 100:0 100-00 


ee 


‘‘ Large areas of land have been enclosed for agricultural purposes during the year ; 
but the very large increase shown under the head ‘Enclosed Land’ ts mainly due to 
the continued fencing of country devoted to sheep pasture, especially in the south- 
eastern district. ‘The total area enclosed, 4,539,089 acres, exceeds the area sold by the 
Crown by 1,114,368 acres, or one-third, representing approximately the extent of fenced 
runs ; whilst deducting the cultivated Jand from the total area enclosed leaves 3,799,375 
acres of fenced Jand available for depasturage. | 

“The increase in the area of land brought under cultivation ‘was slightly above the 
additional quantity shown during the previous year, being 79,145 acres and 72,794 acres 
respectively. The total quantity of ploughed land was 739,714 acres as compared with 
660,569 acres in 1865-6, showing an addition of 12 per cent. 

“The ratio of cultivated to untilled Jand continues as one to four 20 per cent., 
or one in every five acres of purchased land, being under the plough, notwithstanding the 
large areas disposed of during the past few years. ‘Tillage has increased more rapidly 
than population, there being 4°37 acres cultivated for each member of the community ; or 
13 acres for each male of 14 years of age and upwards; being one acre more per head 
than last season. 

“The proportion of land under wheat, as compared with the total tillage, was the same 
as in the previous year, viz., 62 per cent. Two and three-quarter acres of wheat 
were sown to each head of the population, or one-quarter of an acre more than last year. 
The increase in acreage, 2s compared with the previous season, amounted to 47,020 acres, 
or 114 per cent., the total area under wheat in 1866 being 457,628 acres as against 
410,608 acres in 1865. ‘The rate of increase in the past season was more than twice 
as great as that shown in the year preceding. 

‘‘ Following upon the very poor harvest of 1865-6, when the average yield was only 
8 bushels 44 lbs. per acre, the average produce of the wheat crop of the past season 
appears large, it reaching 14 bushels 20 lbs. per acre, or an increase of 5 bushels 36 lbs. 
to the acre. The yield, nevertheless, was but two and one-third bushels above the average 
of the past eight seasons, which included two years of dearth. Still it was the most 
prolific yet recorded. In judging of the relative productiveness of the soil of South 
Australia as compared with that of other countries, it must be borne in mind that a great 
portion of the land has been sown with wheat for many successive years; and being in 
the hands of'small proprietors has received only the minimum of' cultivation, and has been 
planted with this cereal in many instances only because of its cheapness in‘cost of pro- 
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duction and gathering, and often irrespective of soil or climate. This, of course, 
tends to reduce the average for the whole Colony; but there are very many districts 
where farming is carried on on a large scale and with appropriate appliances, where 
the yield of this cereal is from five to ten bushels above the average shown by the 
returns. 

“The total produce of the crop amounted to 6,561,451 bushels, an increase of 
2,973,651 bushels, or 83 per cent., on that of the preceding season. It has been 
mentioned that the increase in the breadth of land reaped was 114 per cent., so that this 
bountiful addition to our cereal product resulted from the favourable season. The 
following table gives the total area of land under cultivation, the acreage under wheat, 
the gross produce of the harvest, and the average yield per acre for each of the past 
nine seasons :— | 














Acres Acres Produce, Average 

Season. cultivated. {under Wheat. Wheat. per Acre. 
Bushels, B. Ibs. 

1858-9 - - | 264,462 188,703 2,109,544 ll jl 
1859-60 - - | 361,884 218,216 2,103,411 9 38 
1860-1 - - | 428,816 273,672 3,576,593 13 4 
1861-2 - - | 486,667 310,636 3,410,756 10 59 
1862-3 - - | 494,511 320,160 3,841,824 12 O 
1863-4 - - | 555,968 335,758 4,691,919 ‘14 +O 
1864-5 - - | 587,775 390,836 4,252,949 ll O 
1865-6 - - | 660,569 410,608 3,587,800 8 44 
1866-7 - - | 789,714 457,628 6,561,451 14 20 





“The total quantity of hay sown was 111,339 acres, or 9,343 acres more than in 
1865-6. The aggregate produce was 147,159 tons as compared with 88,731 tons, an 
increase of 58,428 tons, or 66 per cent. 

‘‘There was a large increase in the breadth of land sown with barley and oats as 
compared with last season, although the total area under these cereals is comparatively 
trifling ; and it seems a matter for consideration whether or not great advantages would 
not result from their more general cultivation. Of barley 11,723 acres were sown as 
against 9,362 acres, showing an increase of 2,361 acres. ‘The total yield of grain was 
235,941 bushels as compared with 130,679 bushels last year; the average for the two 
seasons being 20 bushels 6 lbs. and 13 bushels 48 lbs. respectively. The quantity of oats 
reaped was 87,143 bushels off 3,909 acres—an increase of 44,501 bushels and 1,037 acres 
over the previous year. The average yield was 22 bushels 12 Ibs., or 7 bushels 18 Ibs. per 
acre more than in 1865-6. 

‘The acreage under potatoes last season was only 2,526, or 249 acres Jess than in 
1865-6. The produce amounted to 6,045 tous, or 1,222 more than in the previous 

ear. 

‘ The cultivation of peas is increasing rapidly, the area sown amounting to 1,853 acres 
as compared with 969 acres last year, or 884 acres additional. 

‘© Permanent artificial grasses show a large increase, but their cultivation is almost 
entirely confined to the south-eastern district. Lucerne is more generally distributed. 
Of the former 5,027 acres were grown, and of the latter 1,306 acres. The increase upon 
the two was 1,501 acres. Other minor crops show a considerable decrease, the total 
acreage being only 1,918 acres, or 2,098 acres less than last year. 

‘‘ Owing to the comparison being made with the year in which the census was taken, 
when returns are collected from every small occupier as well as from farmers, there is an 
apparent falling off in the area of gardens, orchards, and vineyards, which together 
amounted only to 4,753 acres as compared with 5,329, or a decrease of 576 acres, being 
nearly the amount of increase shown in last year's return. 

‘<The decrease in the extent of vineyards is also equivalent to the increase exhibited 
last year, the total area being 6,361 as against 6,629 acres, or 268 acres less. ‘The number 
of vines returned is also less from the same cause, the total number being 7,005,383, or 
356,480 fewer; of these 5,698,609 were in bearing and 1,306,774 unproductive. ‘The 
diminution in the latter is probably also partly owing to the smaller attention now 
devoted to this husbandry, owing to its at present unfavourable prospects. 

“¢ [In view of the exceedingly dry season, the decreased production of the vintage of 
1866, although general throughout the Province, is not so great as might have been 
anticipated, whilst the wine is understood to have been of a superior character. The 
quantity of wine made was 734,983 gallons as compared with 839,979 gallons, or 104,996 
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gallons less than in 1865. An ordinary vintage would thus give five gallons of wine for 
each man, woman, and child in the Province. The quantity of grapes returned as sold 
or otherwise disposed of than in wine-making was 29,467 cwt. (1,500 tons), slightly 
below the quantity specified in the previous season. | 

“ The whole Colony shows an increase of 132,302 sheep as compared with a decrease 
in the previous season of 326,922; the total number being 3,911,610 against 3,779,308 
last year. The increase therefore only amounted to 34 per cent.; that of 1864 was 134 

er cent. 
a Again a large diminution appears in the number of cattle, although not so great as 
in the previous year ; the decrease in 1867 being 34,237 head, or 12,598 short of the 
deficiency in 1866. The rate of decrease, however, is only two per cent. lower, being 
21 per cent. during the twelve months. The total number depasturing is 123,820 as 
compared with 158,057 head in 1866, and 204,892 head in 1865. 

“Ten years ago we counted 310,460 head of great cattle, equivalent to three for each 
individual of the population ; at present there is but three-fourths of a beast. In 1864 
we only imported 400 head of fat cattle ; now our requirements necessitate the purchase 
of between 6,000 and 7,000 yearly, chiefly from the Darling Runs.” 


Railways. 


The railway returns exhibit a great deficiency in the goods traffic, owing to the failure 
in the wheat crops, the carriage of cereals being the principal source of revenue. There 
was a slight increase in the number of passengers, but a small decrease in receipts from 
that source. 

The total number of passengers conveyed on both lines was 405,502, as compared with 
402,550 in 1865. The total goods traffic amounted to 208,984 tons, or a decrease of no 
less than 52,199 tons, or one-fifth. Subjoined is a statement of the gross receipts and 
expenditure in each branch during the past three years :-— 
nn 

— 1864. | 1865. | 1866. | 1864. 1865. | 1866. 


err 


Gross RECEIPTS. £ | £ £ 


Number of passengers 359,085 | 402,550 | 405,502 
Passenger receipts 


Tons of goods’ - - 


, Sls aS ee -] 32,274 | 37,016 36,183 
255,928 | 261,183 | 208,984 = a 
: sili a -} 94,405 | 93,574, 75,247 


Goods receipts - 
: ae Jiltee : 2,567 2,690 | 2,701 


Other receipts - 


oT semen | 





Total Receipts - : -£ 129,246 133,280 | 114,131 


SS SD OS | eT AS | a LL, 


Gross EXPENDITURE. 


1,640} 1,375| 1,735 
19,366 | 18,824; 16,150 ° 
22358 | 22,334 24,161 
56,328 | 71,936 ! 61,923 


Management - - - 
Locomotive department - - 2 
Maintenance of line - - ‘ 
Other working expenses (including goods agency) 


Total Expenditure - - - £] 99,593 | 114,469 | 103,979 


i gh a a ee ee ee ae 


It will be observed that the gross receipts amounted to 114,131/., or 19,149/. less than 
in 1865, nearly the whole deficiency being in the goods branch. 


Main Roads. 


The Central Board of Main Roads during 1866 constructed 67 miles of main road, 
making the total length of main lines metalled and completed at the close of the year to 
be 416 miles, of which 319 miles have been constructed during the past ten years. The 
length metalled during the previous year was 54 miles, showing an increase of 13. Only 
about one-fourth of the total length of the declared main lines is as yet constructed. 
The aggregate expenditure during the ten years was 876,634, all of which was 
provided out of the general revenue, and, of course, includes cost of maintenance. 
‘The amount expended in 1866 was 169,201/., as compared with 111,129/. during the 
previous year. 

The municipalities and district counciis having charge of the branch and district roads 
do not furnish any return as to the extent of their works, but the ameunt returned 


\ 
\ 
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by them as spent upon works of public improvement during 1866 was 70,886/., one 
moiety being raised by rate and the other being a grant-in-aid from the general revenue. 


Postal Communication. 


The aggregate number of post offices opened in 1866 was 226, or five more than last 
year; and the length of mail routes 3,797, in place of 3,337 miles. The extension of 
postal facilities is more marked in the greater distance travelled by the mails, which 
increased from 790,155 to 809,160 miles. A large increase also appears in the number 
of letters aud newspapers carried, the former having augmented one-fourth during the 
last three years, as shown by the following figures :— 


——— 1864. 1865. 1866. 
Number of letters - - - - 2,189,474 2,444,207 2,703,105 
Number of newspapers = - - - 1,457,914 1,760,415 1,968,120 
Distance travelled by mails - ° 733,526 790,155 - 809,160 
£ £ £ 
Income’ - - - - - 22,001 25,023 27,987 
Expenditure - = - 21,485 23,417 27,062 


Exclusive of the ocean mail service, the cost of which is not included above, the 
income of the Post Office has exceeded the expenditure during the past three years, 
notwithstanding the extension of its business to very distant and sparsely peopled 
localities. The advantages of the money-order system are freely offered in connexion 
with this and the telegraph department; offices being open throughout the Province 
a with those in the neighbouring Colonies, New Zealand, and the United 

iagdom. 


Telegraphs. 


Very considerable extension appears in the operation of the telegraph, no less than 13 
new stations being opened during the course of the year; the length of wire being 
extended by 392 miles. At the close of the year there were 58 telegraph offices open in 
South Australia; the length of line opened was 1,075 miles, and of wire erected 1,565 
miles ; the whole having been constructed since 1856, and bringing us into instantaneous 
communication with almost every town of importance in the neighbouring Colonies. 

The number of messages transmitted was 121,153—an increase of 8,809; the total 
receipts amounting to 12,413/., as compared with 11,735/. in the year preceding. A 
decrease appears in the amount of intercolonial business, but it was more than com- 
pensated for by the additional receipts on the local lines, especially those traversing the 
northern and south-eastern districts of the Province. 


Conclusion. 


In concluding this report, I would beg of those having little time for consideration of 
statistical details simply to refer to the concluding table, showing a bird’s-eye view of the 
progress of South Australia since its foundation as a British Province down to the close 
of the thirtieth year of its existence. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. BOOTHBY, 
Assistant Secretary and Government Statist. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


No. 20. 
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Hampton to the Right Hon. the Earl of 
CARNARVON. 
(No. 36.) Government House, Perth, 
My Lorp, _ February 20, 1867. 


I wave the honour to enclose the Blue Book of Western Australia for the year 
1866, forwarded to me by the Colonial Secretary with the accompanying letter, and 
showing, beyond all doubt, a steady advancement in the prosperous condition of the 
Colony, which it has been my pleasing duty to notice in transmitting similar documents 
for preceding years. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Carnarvon, M.P., (Signed) J.S. HAMPTON. 
&c. &c. &e. Governor. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perth, 
Sir, February 18, 1867. 
Herewirn [ have the honour to forward, for transmission to Her Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, the Western Australian Blue Book for the past 
year. 
1. The estimated revenue for the year (including the grant-in-aid for the Governor's 


expenditure.} salary, and for magistracy and police) was 76,059/.; the actual revenue was 89,3821., 


Public debt. 


Public 
works, 


Legislation. 


Population. 


being 13,323/. in excess of the estimate and 11,440/. above that received in 1865. The 
increase arose from large importations of goods subject to ail valorem duty, of spirits, and 
tobacco. The sales of land show also an addition of 1,385/., and the extended occupation 
of Crown lands under lease has swelled that item by 2,4281. 

The estimated expenditure was 76,059/., the actual expenditure amounted to 84,6521., 
or 8,593/. in excess of the estimate, and 9,667/. beyond that in 1865. It is, however, 
satisfactory to observe that though the expenditure has thus increased it has been kept 
considerably within the amount of revenue received, and that a balance of some thousands 
of pounds was available at the end of the year. 

The increase of expenditure was caused partly by the payment of persons employed im 
the survey, customs, police, and judicial departments, principally in connexion with the 
extended territory on the north-west coast, and by some 4,000). expended on useful 
works throughout the Colony. 

2. ‘The Colony is now free from debt, the debentures due to the Bishop of Perth, 
amounting to 1,750/. having been paid off during 1866; and in this respect Western 
Australia may now bear happy comparison with her sister Colonies. 

3. A large sum of money has been expended during the year in public works, espe- 
cially on the roads and bridges throughout the Colony; this money, added tothe convict _ 
Jabour which has been fairly distributed in all parts of the Colony (with the exception of 
the north district), has caused the accomplishment of very many useful works which it 
would hardly have been practicable to undertake had the money or the labour alone been 
available. 

Bridges have been erected in various parts of the Colony lately occupied, the existing 
roads have been kept in good order, and new tracks cleared; the completion of the 
bridges over the Swan at Fremantle, and other works of a similar nature at Perth and 
Guildford, have afforded great satisfaction to the Colonists generally, and will be 
standing memorials of the advantages the Colony has derived from convict labour. 

4. A review of the proceedings of the Legislative Council during the last session calls 
for little remark, the ordinances passed being generally of a routine nature. The 
question of an amendment in the constitution of that Council still excites considerable 
interest, and the decision of Her Majesty’s Government ts awaited with anxiety. 

5. The addition to the population during the past year is 805, making a total number 
of 21,065 persons in the Colony of whom nearly two-thirds are males. The demand for 
female servants is on the increase, those imported being quickly absorbed by marriage. 
The question of the importation of labour after the expiration of the present year is one 


/ 


OF HER MAJESTY’S COLONIAL POSSESSIONS. 141 


requiring very careful consideration, and of paramount importance to the Colony; any Wesrerx 

stoppage, however short, in the periodical supply of labour would be fraught with very Avst#atta. 

serious inconvenience to the Colonists, and it is to be hoped arrangements may be made 

| fora regular supply of free immigrants, both male and female, immediately on the cessa- 

| tion of transportation. 

| 6. It is gratifying to observe that the interest evinced in the Post Office Savings Bank Savings 

| has in no way decreased, the number of depositors having increased from 965 to 1,304, Bank. 

and the aggregate sum deposited now amounting to upwards of 12,000/. The sum 

| required for interest is met by that accruing from the portion of the deposits invested on 
mortgage, and the working of the banks is carried on with very little clerical assistance 

| beyond what would be otherwise necessary. In connexion with this subject it may be 
mentioned, that during the past year branches of the National Bank of Australasia have 
been established in Perth and elsewhere, and that the competition in banking has, 
among other good results, caused interest to be granted on sums deposited in private 
banks, though without, as might’ have been anticipated, in any way affecting the Post 
Office Savings Bank. 

7. The imports for 1866 have exceeded those of 1865 by no less a sum than 83,494. Imports and 
An increase may be seen under nearly every head, and the amount of goods Imported for exports. 
household use and in the way of haberdashery has so increased as to lead to a belief that 
the storekeepers must have a very large stock of goods on hand, which may probably 
reduce the importations of the present year. Live stock to the extent of 8,000/. has been 
brought from the Eastern Colonies. 

The exports on the other hand have decreased by a sum of 16,173/., the value of 
exports being less, of horses, by 3,000/.; flour, 6,000/.; timber, 9,000/.; and wool, 9,000/. 
The export of sandal wood has, however, increased by 10,000/. 

The drought of 1865-6 affecting the grain crops caused a less export of flour during 
1866, and also a decrease in the return of wool; the reduction of amount on these 
articles is quite exceptional. 

8. A steady annual increase is observable in the tonnage entered at and cleared out of Shipping, 
the various ports in the Colony, as also in the amount of land under cultivation. The cultivation, 
drought of 1865-6, though by no means so severe as in the Eastern Colonies, caused the stock, ée. 
loss of much stock, and the returns of cattle show a less number by nearly 4,000. The 

| number of sheep has increased from 445,044 to 481,040, but this is greatly to be 
attributed to the importation of sheep from the neighbouring Colonies and their increase. 
Future years will show large increases under this head. 
9. The settlement on the north-west coast is progressing steadily ; the country appears New settle- 
to be admirably adapted tor stock of all kinds, the increase from which is in excess et 
of that from other parts. ene eee 
Considerable attention is attracted to this settlement from all parts of Australia, 
and now that the necessary staff of officers are on the spot, and a town has been 
established, there 1s every reason to believe that its future progress will be rapid and 
satisfactory. 
It is much to be desired that better means of communication existed between Port 
Walcott and head quarters, and that the exertions of those interested in procuring 
steam vessels may be successful. — 
The report of Mr. Hooley, who travelled overland from Champion Bay to Port 
Walcott with stock, both as to the practicability of the journey and the nature of the 
intervening country, has done much to connect the interests of these two portions of 
the Colony, and to lessen the expense attendant on the commencement of operations at 
Port Walcott. | 
10. The sale of land during 1866 has slightly exceeded that in 1865, but as a large Land. 
number of the Class B. leases of 1851 fall in during the current year, the purchase 
of land by those desirous of retaining their runs will be greatly increased during the 
ensuing twelve months. 
The amount of land under lease during the same time has increased by 3,175,576 
acres, and there is every reason to believe that this acreage will go on steadily increasing. 
The amount of land under lease has very nearly quadrupled during the past ten years. 
11. The number of cases tried before the Supreme Court in 1866 is slightly in excess Crime, 
of the previous year, but there 1s nothing in any of the cases calling for special remark. 
The number of summary convictions is less by 210, and, though large, is for the most 
part composed of offences of a very trifling nature. ; 
In conclusion, I may observe, that the financial state of the Colony is very satisfactory, 
that the revenue is steadily on the increase, that every interest is progressing, and 
though there are those who look forward with anxiety to the stoppage of transportation, 
200i4, | 
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and the effect such a measure must have upon the finances of the Colony, there is every 


WESTERN 
Austratia. reasonable hope that the many sources of wealth now opening up in various ways, may, 
—— with fostering care, prevent that stagnation which would inevitably occur if, in the 
absence of such openings, the convict expenditure and labour were to cease. 
I have, &c. 


To his Excellency Governor Hampton, FRED. P. BARLEE. 


&c. &c. &c. 
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GIBRALTAR. 


No. 22. 


Cory of » DESPATCH from Lieutenant-General Sir R. Atrey to the Right 
Hon, Lieutenant-General J. Peet, M.P. 
(No, 30.) 


SIR, Gibraltar, February 27, 1867. 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book for 1866, the accuracy of 

which has becn certified by the Colonial Secretary, 

The revenue for the year was 34,7441. 2s. 5d. sterling, and the expenditure 
30,422/. 13s. 3d. sterling, the excess of revenue over expenditure 4,321. 9s. 2d. sterling. 

In pages 28 to 31 are scen the increase and decrease on various sources of revenue 
from the preceding year. 

The principal items upon which an increase has been derived are,-— 


£ os. d. 
Duty on wines - - - - - 537 4 10 
Rent of wine houses - - - - 898 19 11 
Auction fees - - - - - 69117 7 
Port department - - - - = 259 6 5 
Fees, Supreme Court - - - - 32719 3 


The only item showing any marked decrease is that on duty on spirits, viz., 
2711. Os. 1d. 

This decrease is accounted for by the fact that in 1865 a very large stock of spirits 
was laid in by dealers, in anticipation of the increased duties authorized in August of 
that year. 

The quantity laid in was so large that the revenue on this item was augmented by 
1,086/. sterling over that of the previous year. 

The increase of revenue on duty on spirits in 1866 over 1864, amounting, however, to 
815i. sterling, I consider to be a fair criterion of the probable annual increment to the 
revenue on this head, owing to the altered scale of duties sanctioned in 1865. 

The resident population, according to a census taken in 1860, amounted to 15,462, 
and is exclusive of the military, the convicts, and aliens on temporary permits, varying 
from three days to a year. 

The number of births among the resident population was 484, marriages 176, and 
deaths 316. 

Among alien strangers and non-residents the deaths were 29. 

Among the military there were 144 births, 17 marriages, and 50 deaths. 

Under the head of miscellaneous returns are inserted the number of cases heard and 
disposed of in the various courts of law in Gibraltar. 

The schools are nine in number, in which are educated 1,060 boys and 907 girls; 
besides these there are seven regimental schools, in which are instructed 242 boys and 
224 girls, 

I have, &c. 
(Siened) RICHARD AIREY, 


The Right Hon. Lieut.-Gen. J. Peel, M.P., Lieut.-Gen. Commanding and 
&e, ke. &C. Governor, 





MALTA, 


No. 23. 
Copy of 2 DESPATCH from the Administrator of the Government to his Grace the 
Duke of BuckINGHAM AND CHANDOS, 
(No. 59.) 
My Lorp Duke, Palace, Valletta, May 29, 1867. 
1 wave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of Malta for the year 
1866. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JNO. GRANT, Lt.-General, 
His Grace the Right Honourable the Duke Administrator of the Government. 
of Buckingham and Chandos, 
&e. &e. &c. 
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HELIGOLAND. 


No. 24. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Maxsz to his Grace the Duke of BuckincHam 
AND CHANDOS. 


My Lorp Duke, Heligoland, August 31, 1867. 
I wave the honour herewith to transmit to your Grace the Blue Book of this 
Colony for the year 1866. 

The delay in forwarding the same arose from my desire that the revenue should 
present a favourable appearance as regards the question of taxation. 

I deeply regret, however, to state that the very moderate taxes voted for the year 1866 
have not as yet been paid. 

Notwithstanding this, however, the public debt has been again reduced by the com- 
paratively large sum of 7601. 9s. 7d., which is an increase of 159]. 17s. 5d. on the 
reduction of last year. 

I regret to say that we have not been enabled to work the oyster-bank during the 
year 1866, but I trust that the Island will be enabled in the course of next year to come 
to some advantageous arrangement on the subject. 

I have; &c. 
(Signed ) FITZ MAXSE, 
His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, Br. Lieut.-Col. 
&C. &C. &C. 





FALKLANDS. 
No. 25: 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Rosinson to his Grace the Duke of 
BucKINGHAM AND CHANDOS. 


(No. 57.) 
My Lorp Duke, Government House, Falkland Islands, July 3, 1867. 
I wave the honour to forward the Blue Book of the Falkland Islands for the 


year 1866. 
Revenue and Expenditure. 


29. The revenue collected in the Colony amounted to 1,186/. Os. 3d., and exceeded 
that of 1865 by 53/. 1s. 4d. 

3, The parliamentary grant in aid of the revenue for the financial year ended the 
31st March last was 5,875l. 

4. The expenditure of last year (7,125/, 2s, 11d.) was 9711. 14s. 1d. less than that of 
1865. 

5. It is not, I hope, unreasonable to anticipate that this Colony, improving as it is in 
many important respects, will eventually provide by local taxation for the maintenance 
of a modest establishment, and cease to be a burden on the mother country. But that 
time has not yet come, and until pastoral occupation shall have spread over a larger 
surface of the country than is at present taken up, and until the population shall have 
increased in proportion, we must look to the Imperial Parliament for a continuance of 
the assistance heretofore so liberally extended to us—assistance which none can grudge 
or regret, considering the great saving of life and property from shipwreck to which our 
occupation of these Islands has been already subservient. 


Imports and Exports. 


6. These tables are satisfactory. The imports, valued at 21,445/., exceeded those of 
1865 by 6,405/. The exports amounted to 21,4801, being an increase of 4,165/, as 
compared with 1865. 
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Shipping. FALKLAND 
ISLANDS. 
7. The shipping returns, too, are very gratifying. During 1865, 15 vessels visited —~ 
the port for repairs, 24 for water and provisions, and 31 for the ordinary purposes of 
trade ; showing an increase of 12,699 tons over the tonnage of 1865. 


8. The resort of shipping to these Islands forming one of our chief sources of pros- 
perity, I beg to subjoin an extract from a letter recently addressed to me by Rear 
Admiral Hastings, expressing approval of the arrangements of the port with respect to 
the coaling and provisioning of vessels calling here for stores or refreshments. On the 
25th February last Admiral Hastings wrote :— 

“ Having called at the Falkland Islands in Her Majesty's ship ‘ Zealous,’ on my way 
“ to the Pacific, it affords me great pleasure to inform your Excellency that Messrs. 
“ J. M. Dean and Son supplied the ship with 408 tons of good coal in less than 16 
“ working hours, and that I have found every facility at Port Stanley in obtaining all 
‘* supplies and provisions. 

“ T consider that any ship bound to the Pacific would find it advantageous to call at 
“ the Falkland Islands to obtain any supplies which may be required.” 


9. I trust that the publication of this letter will tend to a more general recognition of 
the great value of this harbour as a port of call for vessels trading round the Horn, and 
so be of service to the Colony. 


Labour Market. 


10. As the business of the port increases so does the demand for all kinds of garden 
produce ; but the high price of labour keeps back the cultivation of the soil and places 
the employer at the mercy of the employed. Unskilled workmen will not take Jess than 
os. a day, and at times their wages rise to extravagant rates. A short time since the 
following notice was published by one of the local merchants :— 

‘ Labourers wanted to discharge pig iron from the condemned ship ‘ Orange Nassau,’ 
“ wages, 15s. a day.” Very indifferent female servants earn from 201. to 35/. per 
annum. Men servants command from 48/. to 602. | 

At the same time it is desirable to remark that the demand for labour is somewhat 


uncertain. It fluctuates in proportion to the number of casualtics at sea in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Islands. 


Population. 


11. In 1862, the population of the Colony amounted to 624. In 1864, the date of 
the last census, it was as under :—- 


Males - - - . - 397 
Females - - - - 212 
Aliens (male and female) - - 53 

Total - - 662 





But it must be borne in mind that this is not an agricultural country, and that our 
scanty and slowly increasing population bears no comparison to the trade and maritime 
importance of the Colony. 


Education. 


12. The only school in the Colony, with the exception of the Colonial Chaplain’s 
Sunday class, is the Government school in Stanley. I am happy to say that the 
inhabitants generally are fully alive to the necessity of procuring for their children the — 
best instruction which the place affords, and that consequently the attendance at the 
Government school is very good. The system of education is strictly secular, and 
great care is taken not to wound the scruples of such of the scholars as do not belong 
to the Established Church. 

The Protestant children receive religious instruction from the Colonial Chaplain on 

ednesdays and Fridays, not in the school-room, but in an adjoining chapel; and by 
this means, the school is rendered available for children of all denominations. 


13. It is Satisfactory to feel that a sound and sufficient education is within reach of 
every child in the settlement. 
S 4 


> =s_ i all o 7 P = ‘ : > 


FALKLAND 
ISLAND: 


ae cS 


148 REPORTS EXHIBITING THE PRESENT STATE 


Crime. 


14. The chief magistrate reports ‘that “of the 16 persons committed during the year 
“* 1866, only three belonged to the Colony ; all the rest belonged to English and foreign 
“ merchant vessels calling at this port.” 


Sheep farming. 


15. Lam happy to report that the business of sheep farming promises to advance with 
rapid strides. ‘The bulk of the available land on the East Falkland is already in the 
hands of private individuals, and I am now about to open the West Falkland to intending 
settlers. 


16. These Islands contain about 4,160,000 acres, and (assuming that cattle farming 
will eventually give way to the more lucrative and suitable occupation of sheep farming ) 
are capable of carrying at least 1,040,000 sheep. 


17. The average weight of the Falkland Island fleece 1s 7 lbs., and the wool which we 
send home is worth 10d. per pound, unwashed. At this rate 1,040,000 sheep would 
yield annually 7,280,000 Ibs. of wool, the value of which would be over 300,000/. 


18. With this prospect before us, I think I am justified in looking forward to the time 


(ante, paragraph 5,) when the Colony will “cease to be a burden on the mother 
* country.” . 


19. I beg to append a copy of the regulations for the disposal of the Crown Lands on 
the West Falkland, recently adopted by the Governor in Council in pursuance of the 
instructions contained in Lord Carnarvon’s Despatch, No. 25, of the 5th January last. 

[ also forward a letter from the Surveyor General, who visited the West Falkland at 
my request in the month of April for the purpose of collecting certain information of 
which I stood in need respecting the wild cattle on that Island and the general character 
of the country. 


General Remarks. 


D0. The climate of the Falklands, though disagreeable on account of the high winds 
that usually prevail, is exceedingly healthy. In summer the wind rises in the morning, 
blows hard during the middle of the day, and falls away in the afternoon. Ona calm day 
the sun has considerable power, but at other times the heat is neutralized by the strong 
keen wind; and it is only here and there in sheltered nooks that grain can be ripened 
or European flowers brought to any degree of perfection. ‘There are several beautiful 
flowers indigenous to the Islands; but, with one or two exceptions, these all creep and 
blossom on the ground; and the only approach to a tree is the Falkland Islands box, a 
species of veronica which grows to a height of perhaps three feet, and affords no pro- 
tection either to man or beast. The natural conformation of the ground is good, but owing 
to the want of timber, and to the sombre colour of the grass, the general appearance of 
the country is extremely barren and desolate. 


21. In winter the weather is, happily, less boisterous than in summer. Were this not 
so, the cold from May to September would be almost unendurable. 


22. European vegetables thrive exceedingly well. The Falkland Islands Improvement 
Society (a society recently formed for the encouragement of market gardening), held its 
first meeting in April last. I never saw, in any part of the world, finer potatoes, turnips, 
cauliflowers, &c., than were then exhibited. Every house in Stanley has its plot of 
garden ground attached, and, owing to the number of vessels that call here duting the 
year, the cottagers find a ready and profitable sale for their surplus produce. 


23. Rabbits abound in various parts of the Islands, and wild geese and water fowl are 
everywhere plentiful. The harbours swarm with excellent fish, and trout are found 
in the rivers of the interior. 


24. With high wages and food in abundance, the settlers, it is almost superfluous to 
say, are prosperous and contented. ,Poverty and distress are unknown, sickness rarely 
visits the Colony, the people are loyal, the laws are respected, and harmony and good 
teeling prevail amongst all classes of society. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed ) WILLIAM ROBINSON, 

His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, Governor. 

&e. &c. &c. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 25. 


A PROCLAMATION. 
William Robinson, Governor. 


(on ) 
| L.S. 


Mw 


By his Excellency William Cleaver Francis Robinson, Esquire, Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief in and over the Falkland Islands and their Dependencies, &c. &c. &c. 


Wueneas it is desirable to amend the Land Proclamation of the 4th April 1861,so0 far as regards 
the ynoccupied Lands of the Crown on the West Falkland and Islands adjacent thereto: 

It is hereby notified for general information that the following are the terms and conditions on 
which from and after this date those lands as aforesaid will be granted. 

The disposal of the unoccupied lands of the Crown on the East Falkland will continue to be 
regulated, as heretofore, by the Proclamation of the 4th April 1861. 

1. Any person may on application to the Governor, and on payment at the rate of (5/.) five pounds 
per 6,000 acres, obtain a licence to occupy a station on the West Falkland Island or the Islands 
adjacent thereto. : ; 

2. Every such licence will be given in writing and be for one year only and not renewable, and will 
be subject to such conditions and regulations as may be prescribed by the Governor. 

3. The extent of each station will be determined by the Governor, the boundaries thereof by the 
Surveyor General with the approval of the Governor. 

4. At any time before the expiration of the licence the licensee may obtain a lease of his station for 
20 years at a rental of (10/.) ten pounds a year for each 6,000 acres, provided he proves to the satis- 
faction of the Governor, that he has built on the land a house of wood or stone walls not Jess than 
24 feet by 12 feet and 6 feet high, and has stocked his land in the proportion of at least 50 cattle or 
horses or 100 sheep to each 6,000 acres. 

5. It will be a condition of the lease that, during its continuance, the station shall be kept stocked 
with at least the number of stock before specified, and also be occupied by the lessee or any person in 
his employment, and in case of any failure in this condition, it shall be lawful for the Governor to 
resume possession of the station. 

6. The lessce of any station must within five years from the date of his lease purchase a portion of 
his leasehold land in one or more blocks as may be most convenient, in the proportion of 160 acres 
to each 6,000 acres; such land to be purchased at the upset price of land for the time being, not 
exceeding (8s.) eight shillings per acre. And the lessee may at any time during his lease purchase 
any further quantity of land in his station at the same rate of payment. 

7. If the lessee of any station under this Proclamation shall be desirous of obtaining an extension 
of his lease he shall give notice thereof to the Governor six months before the expiration of his lease, 
and the Governor shall, with the advice and consent of the Executive Council, determine whether it is 
expedient that the land shall be sold or reserved for any public purpose. If the land be not required 
for sale or otherwise, then the Governor may grant to the lessee an extension of his lease for such 
time and on such terms and conditions as to rent and occupation as the Governor and Council for the 
time being may determine. 

8. Every lease under this Proclamation shall be transferable, subject only to the condition of giving 
notice of such transfer to the Colonial Secretary. 

9, The rent of each station shall be paid by the lessce to the Colonial Secretary at Stanley, yearly 
in advance, from the day of the grant of the lease, and if delay be made in such payment the Colonial 
Secretary shall, within two months after the rent is due, send notice, thereof to the lessee (if in Stanley), 
and if the rent be not paid within one month after such notice or (if the lessee be not resident in 
Stanley) if the rent be not paid within six months after it is due, the lease shall be null and 
void, and the Governor may resume possession of the station without making to the former lessee any 
compensation. 

10. No licence shall be granted to occupy any station within six miles, by land, of any township 
which may hereafter be proclaimed. 

11. Every lease shall confer the right to use the land for pastoral purposes, and shall be subject 
to all such reservations as may be prescribed by the Governor and as are contained in the printed 
Crown grants of land in this Colony; and the Governor shall have power at any time to proclaim 
a public road through any station. : 

12. Every station shall be defined with reference to tne nautical chart of the Colony without requiring 
any further survey. i 

Adopted this 24th day of June 1867, by his Excellency the Governor in Council. 
H. Byna, 
Acting Colonial Secretary and Clerk of Councils. © 


a 


Enclosure 2 in No. 25. 
Sir, Stanley, June 20, 1867. 
I Have the honour to report to your Excellency, that, in accordance with your instructions 
I embarked on board the “ Foam” on the 17th of April last, and preceeded to the West Falklands, 
where I arrived on the 20th, and landed at White Rock Harbour, not venturing into Manybranch as 
the winds were adverse. I examined the locality of White Rock, and estimate the probable number 
of cattle there and towards Tamar Harbour to be about 700. Round the coast the camp is dry, and 
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I should say well adapted for sheep farming ; on the higher ground the grass is of a white, long, coarse 
nature, not a fattening description, and only valuable as a winter food. when the shorter and more 
nourishing grasses are covered with snow. . 

On the 21st, I proceeded from White Rock Harbour in a south-west direction for about 24 miles 
skirting Manybranch Harbour and Jeaving the Six Hills to the right ; the whole of this district is good 
for sheep, dry and well sheltered. All round Manybranch, as far as the eye could reach, herds of wild 
cattle were to be seen, and taking line from Port Howard to the head of the Warrah River, I estimate 
their numbers to be about 3,000. 

Beyond the first stream running westward (which is a branch of the Warrah) the camp has been 
burnt, in consequence of which I did ,not see so many animals as about Manybranch, at the same 
time I notice a change in the character of the country, the hills are more abrupt, the streams more 
frequent, and the long white grass takes the place of the shorter and more succulent ones. 

‘the tracks of wild cattle are very deep and much worn, showing the animals frequent this district 
more in the winter than the summer. 

On the 23rd, owing to the snow and our horses being tired, did not move camp ; but I examined 
as well as I could the locality of our tent, which was under Mount Edgeworth, and on the bank of the 
Warrah, which river is of a considerable size even here. The cattle are not so numerous as they are 
to the north-east, but of a much finer breed, the cows being much larger and better shaped; my not 
seeing 80 many was owing I think to the unsettled state of the weather, and their having most hkely 
taken shelter in the deep valleys. 

On the 24th, my time being limited to one more day only, I returned to White Rock (where I left 
the “Foam” undergoing repairs) by a different track, more to the northward, skirting the Mount 
Edgeworth range and following the river till it joins the sea, thence round Port Purvis; in the neigh- 
bourhood there appears to be a great number of cattle, about 2,000; but I do not think they cross 
the Mount Edgeworth range of hills into the country about Byron Sound, and from what I can hear 
they have notas yet reached beyond Hill Gap. Therefore from what I have seen and heard I should 
estimate the total number of wild animals on the West Falklands to be about 5,000. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) Arruus Baltey. 
His Excellency Governor Robinson, Commander-in- Chief, Surveyor-General. 
&e. &C. &e. 
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